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Introduction 
This compilation presents school discipline-related laws and regulations for U.S. states, U.S. territories, 
and the District of Columbia, and, where available, links to education agency websites or resources 
related to school discipline and student conduct. The discipline laws and regulations presented in this 
compilation have been categorized by type of specific discipline issue covered, according to an 
organizational framework developed by the National Center for Safe and Supportive Learning 
Environments (NCSSLE). For example, one major category encompasses all laws or regulations 
governing states or territories that mandate specific disciplinary sanctions (such as suspension) for 
specific offenses (such as drug possession on school grounds). The school discipline laws and 
regulations were compiled through exhaustive searches of legislative websites that identified all laws and 
regulations relevant to each specific category. Compiled materials were subsequently reviewed by state 
education agency (SEA) representatives in the 50 states, Washington D.C., and the U.S. territories. 
 
Discipline categories were not mutually exclusive. Laws and regulations often appeared across multiple 
categories. For jurisdictions with more extensive laws covering a breadth of topical areas, relevant 
sections were excerpted from the larger legislative text for inclusion in the appropriate discipline category. 
Laws, ordered by chapter and section number, appear first within each category followed by regulations. 
All laws and regulations listed within categories in the compilation also appear in the sources cited section 
of the document, which lists laws by chapter and section number and title, and where available, includes 
active hyperlinks to source websites supported or maintained by state legislatures. Additional links to 
government websites or resources are provided at the end of this document.  

Notes & Disclaimers 
To the best of the preparer’s knowledge, this Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations is 
complete and current as of January 2016. Readers should also note that the information in this document 
was compiled from individual sources that are created by each jurisdiction and which are maintained and 
updated with varying frequencies. Readers should consult the source information provided directly in 
order to check for updates to laws and regulations reported in this document or to conduct further 
research. 
 

For further information, including definitions of the different policy categories, please refer to the Discipline 
Laws and Regulations Compendium posted on the Center’s website.  

 

Prepared by: 

Child Trends  
7315 Wisconsin Avenue 
Suite 1200W 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

EMT Associates, Inc.  
1631 Creekside Drive 
Suite 100  
Folsom, California 95630 
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Wisconsin State Codes Cited 

Wisconsin Revised Statutes  
General Organization of the State, Except the Judiciary 

Chapter 20. Appropriations and Budget Management 

Subchapter III. Education 
20.255.  Public instruction, department of 

Charitable, Curative, Reformatory and Penal Institutions and Agencies 

Chapter 49. Public Assistance and Children and Family Services 

Subchapter III. Children and Family Support Services 
49.26.  Learnfare program 

Public Instruction 

Chapter 115. State Superintendent; General Classifications and Definitions; Children with 
Disabilities 

Subchapter II. State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
115.36. Assistance to schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs 

Chapter 118. General School Operations 
118.01.  Educational goals and expectations 
118.02.  Special observance days 
118.07.  Health and safety requirements 
118.125.  Pupil records 
118.126.  Privileged communications 
118.127.  Law enforcement agency information 
118.134.  Race-based nicknames, logos, mascots, and team names 
118.15.  Compulsory school attendance 
118.153.  Children at risk of not graduating from high school 
118.16.  School attendance enforcement 
118.162.  Truancy committee and plan 
118.163.  Municipal truancy and school dropout ordinances 
118.164.  Removal of pupils from the class 
118.257.  Liability for referral to police 
118.258.  Electronic communication devices prohibited 
118.305.  Use of seclusion and physical restraint 
118.31.  Corporal punishment 
118.32.  Strip search by school employee 
118.325.  Locker searches 
118.45.  Tests for alcohol use 
118.46.  Policy on bullying 

Chapter 119. First Class City School System 
119.25.  Expulsion of pupils 
119.55.  Youth service centers, truancy abatement and burglary suppression 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/prefaces/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/20
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.255
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2049
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/49.26
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/115
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/115
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/115.36
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.07
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/125
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.126
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/127
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.134
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.153
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/162
http://docs.legis.wi.gov/statutes/statutes/118/163
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/164
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.257
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.258
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.305
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.325
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.45
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.46
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/46
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/46
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/119
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/119.25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/119.55
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119.82.  Alternative educational programs for learnfare pupils 
 

Chapter 120. School District Government 

Subchapter I. Common and Union High School Districts 
120.12.  School board duties 
120.13.  School board powers 

Regulation of Trade 

Chapter 125. Alcohol Beverages 

Subchapter I. General Provisions 
125.09.  General restrictions 

Criminal Code 

Chapter 948. Crimes Against Children 
948.45. Contributing to truancy 
948.50.  Strip search by school employee 
948.51. Hazing 
948.605. Gun-free school zones 
948.61. Dangerous weapons other than firearms on school premises 
 

Wisconsin Regulations 
PI. Department of Public Instruction 

Chapter PI 23. ESEA Intradistrict Safe School Transfer Options  
PI 23.01.  Authority 
PI 23.02.  Applicability and purpose 
PI 23.03.  Definitions 
PI 23.04.  ESEA intradistrict safe school transfer options 
PI 23.05.  Persistently dangerous schools 
PI 23.06.  Victims of a violent criminal offense 

Chapter PI 25. Children At Risk Plan and Program 
PI 25.01.  Applicability and purpose 
PI 25.02.  Definitions 
PI 25.03.  Identification of children at risk of not graduating from high school and children at risk 

plan 
PI 25.04.  General requirements for school boards 
Pl 25.05.  Provisions applicable to private contracting 
PI 25.06.  Special provisions applicable to a first class city school system 
PI 25.07.  State financial aid and annual reports 

Chapter PI 32. Grants for Alcohol and other Drug Abuse Programs 
PI 32.01.  Purpose 
PI 32.02.  Definitions 
PI 32.03.  Comprehensive kindergarten through grade 12 AODA programs, application 

requirements, and awarding of grants 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/119.82
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/120
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/120.12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/120/I/13
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/125
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/125.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/45
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/50
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/51#/statutes/statutes/948/51/3
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/605
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/61
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/prefaces/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/toc/pi
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/23
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2023.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/25
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.05
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2025.06
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2032.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2032.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2032.03
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PI 32.04.  Student mini grants 

Chapter PI 44. Grants for Alternative Education Programs  
PI 44.01.  Purpose 
PI 44.02.  Definitions 
PI 44.03.  Eligible applicants and program requirements 
PI 44.04.  Grant application requirements 
PI 44.05.  Review of applications and awarding of grants 
  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2032.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/44
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2044.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2044.02
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2044.03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2044.04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/PI%2044.05
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General Provisions 

Authority to develop and establish rules of conduct  

LAWS 

118.07. Health and safety requirements. 
(4)(a) 
   1. Each school board and the governing body of each private school shall have in effect a school safety 

plan for each public or private school in the school district within 3 years of May 27, 2010. 
   2. If a school district is created or a public or private school opens after May 27, 2010, the school board 

or governing body of the private school shall have in effect a school safety plan for each public or 
private school within 3 years of its creation or opening. 

(b) A school safety plan shall be created with the active participation of appropriate parties, as specified 
by the school board or governing body of the private school. The appropriate parties may include local 
law enforcement officers, fire fighters, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals, as 
defined in s. 118.257 (1) (c), and mental health professionals. A school safety plan shall include general 
guidelines specifying procedures for emergency prevention and mitigation, preparedness, response, and 
recovery. The plan shall also specify the process for reviewing the methods for conducting drills required 
to comply with the plan. 
(c) The school board or governing body of the private school shall determine which persons are required 
to receive school safety plan training and the frequency of the training. The training shall be based upon 
the school district's or private school's prioritized needs, risks, and vulnerabilities. 
(d) Each school board and the governing body of each private school shall review the school safety plan 
at least once every 3 years after the plan goes into effect. 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (a) Procedures to be followed for notifying the parents or guardians of the unexcused absences of 

habitual truants under s. 118.16 (2) (cr) and for meeting and conferring with such parents or guardians.  
   (b) Plans and procedures for identifying truant children of all ages and returning them to school, 

including the identity of school personnel to whom a truant child shall be returned.  
   (c) Methods to increase and maintain public awareness of and involvement in responding to truancy 

within the school district.  
   (d) The immediate response to be made by school personnel when a truant child is returned to school.  
   (e) The types of truancy cases to be referred to the district attorney for the filing of information under s. 

938.24 or prosecution under s. 118.15 (5) and the time periods within which the district attorney will 
respond to and take action on the referrals.  

   (f) Plans and procedures to coordinate the responses to the problems of habitual truants, as defined 
under s. 118.16 (1) (a), with public and private social services agencies.  

   (g) Methods to involve the truant child's parent or guardian in dealing with and solving the child's 
truancy problem.  



Wisconsin Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 5 

118.31. Corporal punishment. 
(4) Each school board shall adopt a policy that allows any official, employee or agent of the school board 
to use reasonable and necessary force for the purposes of sub. (3) (a) to (h). In determining whether or 
not a person was acting within the exceptions in sub. (3), deference shall be given to reasonable, good 
faith judgments made by an official, employee or agent of a school board. 

118.46. Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      1. A definition of bullying.  
      2. A prohibition on bullying.  
      3. A procedure for reporting bullying that allows reports to be made confidentially. 
      4. A prohibition against a pupil retaliating against another pupil for reporting an incident of bullying. 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

      6. A requirement that school district officials and employees report incidents of bullying and identify 
the persons to whom the reports must be made. 

      7. A list of disciplinary alternatives for pupils that engage in bullying or who retaliate against a pupil 
who reports an incident of bullying. 

      8. An identification of the school-related events at which the policy applies.  
      9. An identification of the property owned, leased, or used by the school district on which the policy 

applies. 
      10. An identification of the vehicles used for pupil transportation on which the policy applies. 
   (b) Develop a model education and awareness program on bullying.  
   (c) Post the model policy under par. (a) and the model program under par. (b) on its Internet site. 
(2) By August 15, 2010, each school board shall adopt a policy prohibiting bullying by pupils. The school 
board may adopt the model policy under sub. (1) (a). The school board shall provide a copy of the policy 
to any person who requests it. Annually, the school board shall distribute the policy to all pupils enrolled in 
the school district and to their parents or guardians. 

119.25. Expulsion of pupils. 
(1) The board may adopt a resolution, which is effective only during the school year in which it is adopted, 
authorizing any of the following to determine pupil expulsion from school under sub. (2) instead of using 
the procedure under s. 120.13 (1) (c). 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (a) Make rules for the organization, gradation and government of the schools of the school district, 

including rules pertaining to conduct and dress of pupils in order to maintain good decorum and a 
favorable academic atmosphere, which shall take effect when approved by a majority of the school 
board and filed with the school district clerk. Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k), the school board shall adopt 
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a code to govern pupils' classroom conduct beginning in the 1999-2000 school year. The code shall 
be developed in consultation with a committee of school district residents that consists of parents, 
pupils, members of the school board, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals 
and other residents of the school district who are appointed to the committee by the school board. 
The code of classroom conduct may provide different standards of conduct for different schools and 
may provide additional placement options under s. 118.164 (3). The code shall include all of the 
following: 

         1. A specification of what constitutes dangerous, disruptive or unruly behavior or behavior that 
interferes with the ability of the teacher to teach effectively under s. 118.164 (2). 

         2. Any grounds in addition to those under subd. 1. for the removal of a pupil from the class under s. 
118.164 (2). 

         3. The procedures for determining the appropriate educational placement of a pupil who has been 
removed from the class and assigned a placement by the school principal or his or her designee 
under s. 118.164. 

         4. A procedure for notifying the parent or guardian of a minor pupil who has been removed from the 
class under s. 118.164 (2). 

      (b) 
         1. In addition to rule-making authority granted school boards under par. (a), the school district 

administrator, or any principal or teacher designated by the school district administrator, may make 
rules with the consent of the school board. 

   (35) Presence in school buildings. 
      (a) A school board may adopt rules applicable to persons who enter or remain in a building operated 

by the school board, including requirements that such persons identify themselves and sign in when 
entering or remaining in the building or any specified portion of the building and designating time 
periods during which such persons may enter or remain in the building or any portion of the building. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Scope 

LAWS 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      8. An identification of the school-related events at which the policy applies.  
      9. An identification of the property owned, leased, or used by the school district on which the policy 

applies. 
      10. An identification of the vehicles used for pupil transportation on which the policy applies. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
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            c. Conduct by the pupil while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that 
endangers the property, health or safety of others. 

            d. Conduct while not at school or while not under the supervision of a school authority that 
endangers the property, health or safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school 
authority or endangers the property, health or safety of any employee or school board member of 
the school district in which the pupil is enrolled. 

      (b) 
         2. The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator may suspend a pupil for not more than 5 school days or, if a notice of expulsion 
hearing has been sent under par. (c) 4. or (e) 4. or s. 119.25 (2) (c), for not more than a total of 15 
consecutive school days for any of the following reasons: 

            c. Conduct by the pupil while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that 
endangers the property, health or safety of others. 

            d. Conduct while not at school or while not under the supervision of a school authority that 
endangers the property, health or safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school 
authority or endangers the property, health or safety of any employee or school board member of 
the school district in which the pupil is enrolled. 

      (bm) The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 
administrator shall suspend a pupil under par. (b) if the school district administrator, principal or 
teacher determines that the pupil, while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority, 
possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). This paragraph does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

   (35) Presence in school buildings. 
      (a) A school board may adopt rules applicable to persons who enter or remain in a building operated 

by the school board, including requirements that such persons identify themselves and sign in when 
entering or remaining in the building or any specified portion of the building and designating time 
periods during which such persons may enter or remain in the building or any portion of the building. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Communication of policy 

LAWS 

118.15. Compulsory school attendance. 
(d) Any child's parent or guardian, or the child if the parent or guardian is notified, may request the school 
board, in writing, to provide the child with program or curriculum modifications, including but not limited to: 
   1. Modifications within the child's current academic program. 
   2. A school work training or work study program. 
   3. Enrollment in any alternative public school or program located in the school district in which the child 

resides. 
   4. Enrollment in any nonsectarian private school or program, or tribal school, located in the school 

district in which the child resides, which complies with the requirements of 42 USC 2000d. Enrollment of 
a child under this subdivision shall be pursuant to a contractual agreement under s. 121.78 (5) that 
provides for the payment of the child's tuition by the school district. 
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   5. Homebound study, including nonsectarian correspondence courses or other courses of study 
approved by the school board or nonsectarian tutoring provided by the school in which the child is 
enrolled. 

   6. Enrollment in any public educational program located outside the school district in which the child 
resides. Enrollment of a child under this subdivision may be pursuant to a contractual agreement 
between school districts. 

(dm) The school board shall render its decision, in writing, within 90 days of a request under par. (d), 
except that if the request relates to a child who has been evaluated by an individualized education 
program team under s. 115.782 and has not been recommended for special education, the school board 
shall render its decision within 30 days of the request. If the school board denies the request, the school 
board shall give its reasons for the denial. 
(e) Any decision made by a school board or a designee of the school board in response to a request for 
program or curriculum modifications under par. (d) shall be reviewed by the school board upon request of 
the child's parent or guardian. The school board shall render its determination upon review in writing, if 
the child's parent or guardian so requests. 
(f) At the beginning of each school term, the school board shall notify the pupils enrolled in the school 
district and their parents or guardians of the substance of pars. (d), (dm) and (e). 

118.258. Electronic communication devices prohibited. 
(1) Each school board may adopt rules prohibiting a pupil from using or possessing an electronic 
communication device while on premises owned or rented by or under the control of a public school. 
(2) Annually, if the school board adopts rules under sub. (1), it shall provide each pupil enrolled in the 
school district with a copy of the rules. 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (c) Post the model policy under par. (a) and the model program under par. (b) on its Internet site. 
(2) By August 15, 2010, each school board shall adopt a policy prohibiting bullying by pupils. The school 
board may adopt the model policy under sub. (1) (a). The school board shall provide a copy of the policy 
to any person who requests it. Annually, the school board shall distribute the policy to all pupils enrolled in 
the school district and to their parents or guardians. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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In-School Discipline 

Use of multi-tiered discipline approaches 

LAWS 
No relevant laws found. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Teacher authority to remove students from classrooms 

LAWS 

118.164 Removal of pupils from the class. 
(1) In this section, "teacher" means a person holding a license or permit issued by the state 
superintendent whose employment by a school district requires that he or she hold that license or permit. 
(2) Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k) and beginning August 1, 1999, a teacher may remove a pupil from the 
teacher's class if the pupil violates the code of classroom conduct adopted under s. 120.13 (1) (a) or is 
dangerous, unruly or disruptive or exhibits behavior that interferes with the ability of the teacher to teach 
effectively, as specified in the code of classroom conduct. The teacher shall send the pupil to the school 
principal or his or her designee and notify the school principal or his or her designee immediately of the 
reasons for the removal. In addition, the teacher shall provide to the principal or his or her designee within 
24 hours after the pupil's removal from the class a written explanation of the reasons for the removal. 
(3)(a) The school principal or his or her designee shall place the pupil in one of the following: 
      1. An alternative education program, as defined in s. 115.28 (7) (e) 1. 
      2. Another class in the school or another appropriate place in the school, as determined by the school 

principal or his or her designee. 
      3. Another instructional setting. 
      4. The class from which the pupil was removed if, after weighing the interests of the removed pupil, 

the other pupils in the class and the teacher, the school principal or his or her designee determines 
that readmission to the class is the best or only alternative. 

   (b) This subsection does not prohibit the teacher who removed the pupil from the class or the school 
board, school district administrator, school principal or their designees from disciplining the pupil. 

118.305. Use of seclusion and physical restraint. 
(2) Seclusion; conditions for use. A covered individual may use seclusion on a pupil at school only if all of 
the following apply: 
   (a) The pupil's behavior presents a clear, present, and imminent risk to the physical safety of the pupil 

or others and it is the least restrictive intervention feasible. 
   (b) A covered individual maintains constant supervision of the pupil, either by remaining in the room or 

area with the pupil or by observing the pupil through a window that allows the covered individual to see 
the pupil at all times. 

   (c) The room or area in which the pupil is secluded is free of objects or fixtures that may injure the pupil. 
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   (d) The pupil has adequate access to bathroom facilities, drinking water, necessary medication, and 
regularly scheduled meals. 

   (e) The duration of the seclusion is only as long as necessary to resolve the clear, present, and 
imminent risk to the physical safety of the pupil or others. 

   (f) No door connecting the room or area in which the pupil is secluded to other rooms or areas is 
capable of being locked. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
       (a) Make rules for the organization, gradation and government of the schools of the school district, 

including rules pertaining to conduct and dress of pupils in order to maintain good decorum and a 
favorable academic atmosphere, which shall take effect when approved by a majority of the school 
board and filed with the school district clerk. Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k), the school board shall adopt 
a code to govern pupils' classroom conduct beginning in the 1999-2000 school year. The code shall 
be developed in consultation with a committee of school district residents that consists of parents, 
pupils, members of the school board, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals 
and other residents of the school district who are appointed to the committee by the school board. 
The code of classroom conduct may provide different standards of conduct for different schools and 
may provide additional placement options under s. 118.164 (3). The code shall include all of the 
following: 

         1. A specification of what constitutes dangerous, disruptive or unruly behavior or behavior that 
interferes with the ability of the teacher to teach effectively under s. 118.164 (2). 

         2. Any grounds in addition to those under subd. 1. for the removal of a pupil from the class under s. 
118.164 (2). 

         3. The procedures for determining the appropriate educational placement of a pupil who has been 
removed from the class and assigned a placement by the school principal or his or her designee 
under s. 118.164. 

         4. A procedure for notifying the parent or guardian of a minor pupil who has been removed from the 
class under s. 118.164 (2). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Alternatives to suspension 

LAWS 

118.164 Removal of pupils from the class. 
(3) (a) The school principal or his or her designee shall place the pupil in one of the following: 
      1. An alternative education program, as defined in s. 115.28 (7) (e) 1. 
      2. Another class in the school or another appropriate place in the school, as determined by the school 

principal or his or her designee. 
      3. Another instructional setting. 
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      4. The class from which the pupil was removed if, after weighing the interests of the removed pupil, 
the other pupils in the class and the teacher, the school principal or his or her designee determines 
that readmission to the class is the best or only alternative. 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      7. A list of disciplinary alternatives for pupils that engage in bullying or who retaliate against a pupil 

who reports an incident of bullying. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Use of corporal punishment 

LAWS 

118.31 Corporal punishment. 
(1) In this section, "corporal punishment" means the intentional infliction of physical pain which is used as 
a means of discipline. "Corporal punishment" includes, but is not limited to, paddling, slapping or 
prolonged maintenance of physically painful positions, when used as a means of discipline. "Corporal 
punishment" does not include actions consistent with an individualized education program developed 
under s. 115.787 or reasonable physical activities associated with athletic training. 
(2) Except as provided in sub. (3), no official, employee or agent of a school board may subject a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to corporal punishment. 
(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit an official, employee or agent of a school board from: 
   (a) Using reasonable and necessary force to quell a disturbance or prevent an act that threatens 

physical injury to any person. 
   (b) Using reasonable and necessary force to obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object 

within a pupil's control. 
   (c) Using reasonable and necessary force for the purpose of self-defense or the defense of others 

under s. 939.48. 
   (d) Using reasonable and necessary force for the protection of property under s. 939.49. 
   (e) Using reasonable and necessary force to remove a disruptive pupil from a school premises or motor 

vehicle, as defined in s. 125.09 (2) (a) 1. and 4., or from school-sponsored activities. 
   (f) Using reasonable and necessary force to prevent a pupil from inflicting harm on himself or herself. 
   (g) Using reasonable and necessary force to protect the safety of others.  
   (h) Using incidental, minor or reasonable physical contact designed to maintain order and control. 
(4) Each school board shall adopt a policy that allows any official, employee or agent of the school board 
to use reasonable and necessary force for the purposes of sub. (3) (a) to (h). In determining whether or 
not a person was acting within the exceptions in sub. (3), deference shall be given to reasonable, good 
faith judgments made by an official, employee or agent of a school board. 
(5) Except as provided in s. 939.61 (1), this section does not create a separate basis for civil liability of a 
school board or their officials, employees or agents for damages arising out of claims involving allegations 
of improper or unnecessary use of force by school employees against students. 
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(6) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, permit or otherwise affect any action taken by an official, 
employee or agent of a school board with regard to a person who is not a pupil enrolled in the school 
district. 
(7) Nothing in this section abrogates or restricts any statutory or common law defense to prosecution for 
any crime.  

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Use of student and locker searches 

LAWS 

118.32. Strip search by school employee.  
Any official, employee or agent of any school or school district is prohibited under s. 948.50 from 
conducting a strip search of any pupil. 

118.325. Locker searches.  
An official, employee or agent of a school or school district may search a pupil's locker as determined 
necessary or appropriate without the consent of the pupil, without notifying the pupil and without obtaining 
a search warrant if the school board has adopted a written policy specifying that the school board retains 
ownership and possessory control of all pupil lockers and designating the positions of the officials, 
employees or agents who may conduct searches, and has distributed a copy of the policy to pupils 
enrolled in the school district. 

118.45. Tests for alcohol use.  
A school board employee or agent, or law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 102.475 (8) (c), authorized 
by a public school board may require a public school pupil, including a charter school pupil, to provide 
one or more samples of his or her breath for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol in the 
pupil's breath whenever the authorized employee, agent or officer has reasonable suspicion that the pupil 
is under the influence of alcohol while the pupil is in any of the circumstances listed in s. 125.09 (2) (b) 1. 
to 3. The authorized employee, agent or officer shall use a breath screening device approved by the 
department of transportation for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol in a person's breath 
to determine if alcohol is present in the pupil's breath. The results of the breath screening device or the 
fact that a pupil refused to submit to breath testing shall be made available for use in any hearing or 
proceeding regarding the discipline, suspension or expulsion of a student due to alcohol use. No school 
board may require a pupil to provide one or more samples of his or her breath for the purpose of 
determining the presence of alcohol in the pupil's breath until the school board has adopted written 
policies regarding disciplines or treatments that will result from being under the influence of alcohol while 
on school premises or from refusing to submit to breath testing to determine the presence of alcohol in 
the pupil's breath. 

948.50. Strip search by school employee. 
(1) The legislature intends, by enacting this section, to protect pupils from being strip searched. By 
limiting the coverage of this section, the legislature is not condoning the use of strip searches under other 
circumstances. 
(2) In this section: 
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   (a) "School" means a public school, parochial or private school, or tribal school, as defined in s. 115.001 
(15m), which provides an educational program for one or more grades between kindergarten and grade 
12 and which is commonly known as a kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, junior high 
school, senior high school, or high school. 

   (b) "Strip search" means a search in which a person's genitals, pubic area, buttock or anus, or a female 
person's breast, is uncovered and either is exposed to view or is touched by a person conducting the 
search. 

(3) Any official, employee or agent of any school or school district who conducts a strip search of any 
pupil is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. 
(4) This section does not apply to a search of any person who: 
   (a) Is serving a sentence, pursuant to a conviction, in a jail, state prison or house of correction. 
   (b) Is placed in or transferred to a juvenile correctional facility, as defined in s. 938.02 (10p), or a 

secured residential care center for children and youth, as defined in s. 938.02 (15g). 
   (c) Is committed, transferred or admitted under ch. 51, 971 or 975. 
(5) This section does not apply to any law enforcement officer conducting a strip search under s. 968.255. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Other in-school disciplinary approaches 

LAWS 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (b) 
         5. A pupil suspended under this paragraph shall not be denied the opportunity to take any quarterly, 

semester or grading period examinations or to complete course work missed during the suspension 
period, as provided in the attendance policy established under s. 118.16 (4) (a). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Out-of-School and Exclusionary Discipline: Suspensions, Expulsion, 
Restraint and Seclusion, and Alternative Placements 

Grounds for possible suspension or expulsion 

LAWS 

119.25. Expulsion of pupils. 
(2)(a) During any school year in which a resolution adopted under sub. (1) is effective, the independent 
hearing officer or independent hearing panel appointed by the board: 
      1. May expel a pupil from school whenever the hearing officer or panel finds that the pupil engaged in 

conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion under s. 120.13 (1) (c) 1. or 2. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (b)2. The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator may suspend a pupil for not more than 5 school days or, if a notice of expulsion 
hearing has been sent under par. (c) 4. or (e) 4. or s. 119.25 (2) (c), for not more than a total of 15 
consecutive school days for any of the following reasons: 

            a. Noncompliance with rules adopted under subd. 1. or school board rules. 
            b. Knowingly conveying any threat or false information concerning an attempt or alleged attempt 

being made or to be made to destroy any school property by means of explosives. 
            c. Conduct by the pupil while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that 

endangers the property, health or safety of others. 
            d. Conduct while not at school or while not under the supervision of a school authority that 

endangers the property, health or safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school 
authority or endangers the property, health or safety of any employee or school board member of 
the school district in which the pupil is enrolled. 

         2m. In subdivision 2. c. and d., conduct that endangers a person or property includes making a 
threat to the health or safety of a person or making a threat to damage property. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Grounds for mandatory suspension or expulsion 

LAWS 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
  (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
    (bm) The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator shall suspend a pupil under par. (b) if the school district administrator, principal or 
teacher determines that the pupil, while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority, 
possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). This paragraph does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

      (c)2m. The school board shall commence proceedings under subd. 3. and expel a pupil from school 
for not less than one year whenever it finds that the pupil, while at school or while under the 
supervision of a school authority, possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). Annually, 
the school board shall report to the department the information specified under 20 USC 8921 (d) (1) 
and (2). This subdivision does not apply to the possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a 
school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Limitations, conditions or exclusions for use of suspension and 
expulsion 

LAWS 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(4)(b) No public school may deny a pupil credit in a course or subject solely because of the pupil's 
unexcused absences or suspensions from school. The attendance policy under par. (a) shall specify the 
conditions under which a pupil may be permitted to take examinations missed during absences, other 
than suspensions, and the conditions under which a pupil shall be permitted to take any quarterly, 
semester or grading period examinations and complete any course work missed during a period of 
suspension. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (bm) The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator shall suspend a pupil under par. (b) if the school district administrator, principal or 
teacher determines that the pupil, while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority, 
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possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). This paragraph does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

      (d) No pupil enrolled in a school district operating under ch. 119 may be suspended or expelled from 
school for truancy. 

      (g) The school board may modify the requirement under pars. (c) 2m. and (e) 2. b. on a case-by-case 
basis. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Administrative procedures related to suspension and expulsion 

LAWS 

119.25 Expulsion of pupils. 
(1) The board may adopt a resolution, which is effective only during the school year in which it is adopted, 
authorizing any of the following to determine pupil expulsion from school under sub. (2) instead of using 
the procedure under s. 120.13 (1) (c): 
   (a) An independent hearing panel appointed by the board. 
   (b) An independent hearing officer appointed by the board. 
(2)(a) During any school year in which a resolution adopted under sub. (1) is effective, the independent 
hearing officer or independent hearing panel appointed by the board: 
      1. May expel a pupil from school whenever the hearing officer or panel finds that the pupil engaged in 

conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion under s. 120.13 (1) (c) 1. or 2. 
      2. Shall commence proceedings under par. (b) and expel a pupil from school for not less than one 

year whenever the hearing officer or panel finds that the pupil engaged in conduct that constitutes 
grounds for expulsion under s. 120.13 (1) (c) 2m. 

   (b) No administrator may be designated to participate in an expulsion hearing if he or she was involved 
in the incident that led to the expulsion proceeding. Prior to expelling a pupil, the hearing officer or 
panel shall hold a hearing. Upon request of the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or 
guardian, the hearing shall be closed. The pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or 
guardian, may be represented at the hearing by counsel. The hearing officer or panel shall keep a full 
record of the hearing. The hearing officer or panel shall inform each party of the right to a complete 
record of the proceeding. Upon request, the hearing officer or panel shall direct that a transcript of the 
record be prepared and that a copy of the transcript be given to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the 
pupil's parent or guardian. Upon the ordering by the hearing officer or panel of the expulsion of a pupil, 
the school district shall mail a copy of the order to the board, the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the 
pupil's parent or guardian. A school board, hearing officer or panel may disclose the transcript to the 
parent or guardian of an adult pupil, if the adult pupil is a dependent of his or her parent or guardian 
under section 152 of the internal revenue code. Within 30 days after the date on which the order is 
issued, the board shall review the expulsion order and shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify 
the order. The order of the hearing officer or panel shall be enforced while the board reviews the order. 
The expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the board's 
decision to the state superintendent. If the board's decision is appealed to the state superintendent, 
within 60 days after the date on which the state superintendent receives the appeal, the state 
superintendent shall review the decision and shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify the 
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decision. The decision of the board shall be enforced while the state superintendent reviews the 
decision. An appeal from the decision of the state superintendent may be taken within 30 days to the 
circuit court for the county in which the school is located. 

   (c) Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under par. (b) shall be sent to the pupil and, if the 
pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall include all of the information specified 
in s. 120.13 (1) (e) 4. 

   (d)1. In this paragraph: 
         a. "Early reinstatement" means the reinstatement to school of an expelled pupil before the expiration 

of the term of expulsion specified in the pupil's expulsion order under par. (b). 
         b. "Early reinstatement condition" means a condition that a pupil is required to meet before he or 

she may be granted early reinstatement or a condition that a pupil is required to meet after his or 
her early reinstatement but before the expiration of the term of expulsion specified in the pupil's 
expulsion order under par. (b). 

      2. An independent hearing panel or independent hearing officer appointed by the board may specify 
one or more early reinstatement conditions in the expulsion order under par. (b) if the early 
reinstatement conditions are related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion. Within 15 days after the 
date on which the expulsion order is issued, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's 
parent or guardian may appeal the determination regarding whether an early reinstatement condition 
specified in the expulsion order is related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion to the board. The 
decision of the board regarding that determination is final and not subject to appeal. 

      3. If the superintendent of schools or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a 
principal, administrator or teacher in the pupil's school, determines that a pupil has met the early 
reinstatement conditions that he or she is required to meet before he or she may be granted early 
reinstatement, the superintendent of schools or designee may grant the pupil early reinstatement. 
The determination of the superintendent of schools or designee is final. 

      4. If a pupil violates an early reinstatement condition that the pupil was required to meet after his or 
her early reinstatement but before the expiration of the term of expulsion, the superintendent of 
schools or a principal or teacher designated by the superintendent of schools may revoke the pupil's 
early reinstatement as provided in s. 120.13 (1) (h) 4. 

      5. Except as provided in subd. 6., if the pupil's early reinstatement is revoked under subd. 4., the 
pupil's expulsion shall continue to the expiration of the term specified in the expulsion order unless 
the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian and the board, independent hearing 
panel or independent hearing officer agree, in writing, to modify the expulsion order. 

      6. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's early reinstatement under subd. 4., the pupil 
or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the 
superintendent of schools or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a principal, 
administrator or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is requested, it shall be held within 5 
school days following the request. If, after the conference, the superintendent of schools or his or her 
designee finds that the pupil did not violate an early reinstatement condition or that the revocation 
was inappropriate, the pupil shall be reinstated to school under the same reinstatement conditions as 
in the expulsion order and the early reinstatement revocation shall be expunged from the pupil's 
record. If the superintendent of schools or his or her designee finds that the pupil violated an early 
reinstatement condition and that the revocation was appropriate, he or she shall mail separate copies 
of the decision to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The decision 
of the superintendent of schools or his or her designee is final. 
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120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (b) 
         2. The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator may suspend a pupil for not more than 5 school days or, if a notice of expulsion 
hearing has been sent under par. (c) 4. or (e) 4. or s. 119.25 (2) (c), for not more than a total of 15 
consecutive school days for any of the following reasons: 

            a. Noncompliance with rules adopted under subd. 1. or school board rules. 
            b. Knowingly conveying any threat or false information concerning an attempt or alleged attempt 

being made or to be made to destroy any school property by means of explosives. 
            c. Conduct by the pupil while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that 

endangers the property, health or safety of others. 
            d. Conduct while not at school or while not under the supervision of a school authority that 

endangers the property, health or safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school 
authority or endangers the property, health or safety of any employee or school board member of 
the school district in which the pupil is enrolled. 

         2m. In subdivision 2. c. and d., conduct that endangers a person or property includes making a 
threat to the health or safety of a person or making a threat to damage property. 

         3. Prior to any suspension, the pupil shall be advised of the reason for the proposed suspension. 
The pupil may be suspended if it is determined that the pupil is guilty of noncompliance with a 
school board rule or a rule adopted under subd. 1., or of the conduct charged, and that the pupil's 
suspension is reasonably justified. The parent or guardian of a suspended minor pupil shall be 
given prompt notice of the suspension and the reason for the suspension. 

         4. The suspended pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian may, within 5 school days following the 
commencement of the suspension, have a conference with the school district administrator or his or 
her designee who shall be someone other than a principal, administrator or teacher in the 
suspended pupil's school. If the school district administrator or his or her designee finds that the 
pupil was suspended unfairly or unjustly, or that the suspension was inappropriate, given the nature 
of the alleged offense, or that the pupil suffered undue consequences or penalties as a result of the 
suspension, reference to the suspension on the pupil's school record shall be expunged. The 
administrator, or the administrator's designee, shall make a finding within 15 days of the 
conference. 

         5. A pupil suspended under this paragraph shall not be denied the opportunity to take any quarterly, 
semester or grading period examinations or to complete course work missed during the suspension 
period, as provided in the attendance policy established under s. 118.16 (4) (a). 

      (bm) The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 
administrator shall suspend a pupil under par. (b) if the school district administrator, principal or 
teacher determines that the pupil, while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority, 
possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). This paragraph does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

      (c) 
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         1. The school board may expel a pupil from school whenever it finds the pupil guilty of repeated 
refusal or neglect to obey the rules, or finds that a pupil knowingly conveyed or caused to be 
conveyed any threat or false information concerning an attempt or alleged attempt being made or to 
be made to destroy any school property by means of explosives, or finds that the pupil engaged in 
conduct while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority which endangered the 
property, health or safety of others, or finds that a pupil while not at school or while not under the 
supervision of a school authority engaged in conduct which endangered the property, health or 
safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school authority or endangered the property, 
health or safety of any employee or school board member of the school district in which the pupil is 
enrolled, and is satisfied that the interest of the school demands the pupil's expulsion. In this 
subdivision, conduct that endangers a person or property includes making a threat to the health or 
safety of a person or making a threat to damage property. 

         2. In addition to the grounds for expulsion under subd. 1., the school board may expel from school a 
pupil who is at least 16 years old if the school board finds that the pupil repeatedly engaged in 
conduct while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that disrupted the ability 
of school authorities to maintain order or an educational atmosphere at school or at an activity 
supervised by a school authority and that such conduct does not constitute grounds for expulsion 
under subd. 1., and is satisfied that the interest of the school demands the pupil's expulsion. 

         2m. The school board shall commence proceedings under subd. 3. and expel a pupil from school 
for not less than one year whenever it finds that the pupil, while at school or while under the 
supervision of a school authority, possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). Annually, 
the school board shall report to the department the information specified under 20 USC 8921 (d) (1) 
and (2). This subdivision does not apply to the possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a 
school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

         3. Prior to expelling a pupil, the school board shall hold a hearing. Upon request of the pupil and, if 
the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the hearing shall be closed. The pupil and, if the 
pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may be represented at the hearing by counsel. The 
school board shall keep written minutes of the hearing. Upon the ordering by the school board of 
the expulsion of a pupil, the school district clerk shall mail a copy of the order to the pupil and, if the 
pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the 
pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the expulsion to the state superintendent. If the school 
board's decision is appealed to the state superintendent, within 60 days after the date on which the 
state superintendent receives the appeal, the state superintendent shall review the decision and 
shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify the decision. The decision of the school board shall 
be enforced while the state superintendent reviews the decision. An appeal from the decision of the 
state superintendent may be taken within 30 days to the circuit court of the county in which the 
school is located. 

         4. Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under subd. 3. shall be sent to the pupil and, if 
the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall state all of the following: 

            a. The specific grounds, under subd. 1., 2. or 2m., and the particulars of the pupil's alleged 
conduct upon which the expulsion proceeding is based. 

            b. The time and place of the hearing. 
            c. That the hearing may result in the pupil's expulsion. 
            d. That, upon request of the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the 

hearing shall be closed. 
            e. That the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may be represented at 

the hearing by counsel. 
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            f. That the school board shall keep written minutes of the hearing. 
            g. That if the school board orders the expulsion of the pupil the school district clerk shall mail a 

copy of the order to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. 
            h. That if the pupil is expelled by the school board the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the 

pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the school board's decision to the department. 
            i. That if the school board's decision is appealed to the department, within 60 days after the date 

on which the department receives the appeal, the department shall review the decision and shall, 
upon review, approve, reverse or modify the decision. 

            j. That the decision of the school board shall be enforced while the department reviews the school 
board's decision. 

            k. That an appeal from the decision of the department may be taken within 30 days to the circuit 
court for the county in which the school is located. 

            L. That the state statutes related to pupil expulsion are ss. 119.25 and 120.13 (1). 
      (d) No pupil enrolled in a school district operating under ch. 119 may be suspended or expelled from 

school for truancy. 
      (e) 
         1. The school board may adopt a resolution, which is effective only during the school year in which it 

is adopted, authorizing any of the following to determine pupil expulsion from school under subd. 2. 
instead of using the procedure under par. (c) 3.: 

            a. An independent hearing panel appointed by the school board. 
            b. An independent hearing officer appointed by the school board. 
         2. During any school year in which a resolution adopted under subd. 1. is effective, the independent 

hearing officer or independent hearing panel appointed by the school board: 
            a. May expel a pupil from school whenever the hearing officer or panel finds that the pupil 

engaged in conduct that constitutes grounds for expulsion under par. (c) 1. or 2. 
            b. Shall commence proceedings under subd. 3. and expel a pupil from school for not less than 

one year whenever that hearing officer or panel finds that the pupil engaged in conduct that 
constitutes grounds for expulsion under par. (c) 2m. 

         3. Prior to expelling a pupil, the hearing officer or panel shall hold a hearing. Upon request of the 
pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the hearing shall be closed. The 
pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, may be represented at the hearing 
by counsel. The hearing officer or panel shall keep a full record of the hearing. The hearing officer 
or panel shall inform each party of the right to a complete record of the proceeding. Upon request, 
the hearing officer or panel shall direct that a transcript of the record be prepared and that a copy of 
the transcript be given to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian. Upon 
the ordering by the hearing officer or panel of the expulsion of a pupil, the school district shall mail a 
copy of the order to the school board, the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or 
guardian. Within 30 days after the date on which the order is issued, the school board shall review 
the expulsion order and shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify the order. The order of the 
hearing officer or panel shall be enforced while the school board reviews the order. The expelled 
pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the school board's 
decision to the state superintendent. If the school board's decision is appealed to the state 
superintendent, within 60 days after the date on which the state superintendent receives the 
appeal, the state superintendent shall review the decision and shall, upon review, approve, reverse 
or modify the decision. The decision of the school board shall be enforced while the state 
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superintendent reviews the decision. An appeal from the decision of the state superintendent may 
be taken within 30 days to the circuit court of the county in which the school is located. This 
paragraph does not apply to a school district operating under ch. 119. 

         4. Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under subd. 3. shall be sent to the pupil and, if 
the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall state all of the following: 

            a. The specific grounds, under par. (c) 1., 2. or 2m., and the particulars of the pupil's alleged 
conduct upon which the expulsion proceeding is based. 

            b. The time and place of the hearing. 
            c. That the hearing may result in the pupil's expulsion. 
            d. That, upon request of the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the 

hearing shall be closed. 
            e. That the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may be represented at 

the hearing by counsel. 
            f. That the hearing officer or panel shall keep a full record of the hearing and, upon request, the 

hearing officer or panel shall direct that a transcript of the record be prepared and that a copy of 
the transcript be given to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian. 

            g. That if the hearing officer or panel orders the expulsion of the pupil the school district shall mail 
a copy of the order to the school board, the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent 
or guardian. 

            h. That within 30 days of the issuance of an expulsion order the school board shall review the 
order and shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify the order. 

            i. That, if the pupil is expelled by the hearing officer or panel, the order of the hearing officer or 
panel shall be enforced while the school board reviews the order. 

            j. That, if the pupil's expulsion is approved by the school board, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is 
a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the school board's decision to the department. 

            k. That if the school board's decision is appealed to the department, within 60 days after the date 
on which the department receives the appeal, the department shall review the decision and shall, 
upon review, approve, reverse or modify the decision. 

            L. That the decision of the school board shall be enforced while the department reviews the 
school board's decision. 

            m. That an appeal from the decision of the department may be taken within 30 days to the circuit 
court for the county in which the school is located. 

            n. That the state statutes related to pupil expulsion are ss. 119.25 and 120.13 (1). 
      (f) 
         1. No school board is required to enroll a pupil during the term of his or her expulsion from another 

school district. Notwithstanding s. 118.125 (2) and (4), if a pupil who has been expelled from one 
school district seeks to enroll in another school district during the term of his or her expulsion, upon 
request the school board of the former school district shall provide the school board of the latter 
school district with a copy of the expulsion findings and order, a written explanation of the reasons 
why the pupil was expelled and the length of the term of the expulsion. 

         2. No school board is required to enroll a pupil during the term of his or her expulsion from a public 
school in another state if the school board determines the conduct giving rise to the pupil's 
expulsion would have been grounds for expulsion under par. (c) 1., 2., or 2m. 
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         3. No school board is required to enroll a pupil during the term of his or her expulsion from a charter 
school established under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) if the school board determines the conduct giving 
rise to the pupil's expulsion would have been grounds for expulsion under par. (c) 1., 2., or 2m. If a 
pupil who has been expelled from a charter school established under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) seeks to 
enroll in a school district during the term of his or her expulsion, upon request of the pupil or, if the 
pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the governing body of the charter school shall 
provide the school board of the school district with a copy of the expulsion findings and order, a 
written explanation of the reasons why the pupil was expelled, and the term of the expulsion. 

      (g) The school board may modify the requirement under pars. (c) 2m. and (e) 2. b. on a case-by-case 
basis. 

      (h) 
         1. In this paragraph: 
            ag. "Conditional enrollment" means enrollment of an expelled pupil in a school district other than 

the school district or out-of-state public school that expelled the pupil before the expiration of the 
term of expulsion specified in the pupil's expulsion order issued under par. (c) 3. or (e) 3. or by 
the out-of-state public school. 

            am. "Early reinstatement" means the reinstatement to school of an expelled pupil before the 
expiration of the term of expulsion specified in the pupil's expulsion order under par. (c) 3. or (e) 
3. 

            b. "Early reinstatement condition" means a condition that a pupil is required to meet before he or 
she may be granted early reinstatement or a condition that a pupil is required to meet after his or 
her early reinstatement but before the expiration of the term of expulsion specified in the pupil's 
expulsion order under par. (c) 3. or (e) 3. 

            c. "Enrollment condition" means a condition that a pupil is required to meet before he or she may 
be granted conditional enrollment or a condition that a pupil is required to meet after his or her 
conditional enrollment but before the expiration of the term of expulsion specified in the pupil's 
expulsion order issued under par. (c) 3. or (e) 3. or by the out-of-state public school. 

         2. A school board, or an independent hearing panel or independent hearing officer acting under par. 
(e), may specify one or more early reinstatement conditions in the expulsion order under par. (c) 3. 
or (e) 3. if the early reinstatement conditions are related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion. 
Within 15 days after the date on which an expulsion order is issued by an independent hearing 
panel or independent hearing officer, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent 
or guardian may appeal the determination regarding whether an early reinstatement condition 
specified in the expulsion order is related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion to the school 
board. The decision of a school board regarding that determination is final and not subject to 
appeal. 

         2m. A school board other than the school board or out-of-state public school that expelled a pupil 
may specify in a written order one or more enrollment conditions instead of or in addition to the 
early reinstatement conditions, if any, imposed under subd. 2. by the school board, or independent 
hearing panel or independent hearing officer acting under par. (e), that expelled the pupil or instead 
of or in addition to any conditions imposed, if any, by the out-of-state public school that expelled the 
pupil. Any enrollment conditions established under this subdivision shall relate to the reasons for 
the pupil's expulsion and may not extend the term of expulsion specified in the expulsion order 
issued under par. (c) 3. or (e) 3. or by the out-of-state public school. The school district clerk of the 
school district other than the school district from which the pupil was expelled shall mail 2 copies of 
the order to the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The expelled pupil 
or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian shall sign and return one copy of the order 
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to the school board other than the school board that expelled the pupil. Within 15 days after the 
date on which the order under this subdivision is issued, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, 
the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the determination regarding whether an enrollment 
condition specified in the order is related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion to the school board 
that specified the enrollment condition. The decision of the school board under this subdivision 
regarding that determination is final and not subject to appeal. 

         3. If the school district administrator or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a 
principal, administrator or teacher in the pupil's school, determines that a pupil has met the early 
reinstatement conditions that he or she is required to meet before he or she may be granted early 
reinstatement, the school district administrator or designee may grant the pupil early reinstatement. 
The determination of the school district administrator or designee is final. 

         3m. If the school district administrator, or his or her designee, of a school district other than the 
school district or out-of-state public school from which a pupil was expelled determines that the 
pupil has met the enrollment conditions established in a written order under subd. 2m., the school 
district administrator or designee may grant the pupil conditional enrollment in a school in the 
school district. The determination of the school district administrator or designee under this 
subdivision is final. 

         4. If a pupil granted early reinstatement under subd. 3. violates an early reinstatement condition that 
the pupil was required to meet after his or her early reinstatement but before the expiration of the 
term of expulsion, the school district administrator or a principal or teacher designated by the school 
district administrator may revoke the pupil's early reinstatement. Before revoking the pupil's early 
reinstatement, the school district administrator or his or her designee shall advise the pupil of the 
reason for the proposed revocation, including the early reinstatement condition alleged to have 
been violated, provide the pupil an opportunity to present his or her explanation of the alleged 
violation, and make a determination that the pupil violated the early reinstatement condition and 
that revocation of the pupil's early reinstatement is appropriate. If the school district administrator or 
designee revokes the pupil's early reinstatement, the school district administrator or designee shall 
give prompt written notice of the revocation and the reason for the revocation, including the early 
reinstatement condition violated, to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or 
guardian. 

         4m. If a pupil granted conditional enrollment under subd. 3m. violates an enrollment condition that 
the pupil was required to meet after his or her conditional enrollment but before the expiration of the 
term of expulsion, the school district administrator of the school district in which the pupil is 
enrolled, or a principal or teacher designated by the school district administrator, may revoke the 
pupil's conditional enrollment. Before revoking the pupil's conditional enrollment, the school district 
administrator or his or her designee shall advise the pupil of the reason for the proposed 
revocation, including the enrollment condition alleged to have been violated, provide the pupil an 
opportunity to present his or her explanation of the alleged violation, and make a determination that 
the pupil violated the enrollment condition and that revocation of the pupil's conditional enrollment is 
appropriate. If the school district administrator or designee revokes the pupil's conditional 
enrollment, the school district administrator or designee shall give prompt written notice of the 
revocation and the reason for the revocation, including the enrollment condition violated, to the 
pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. 

         5. Except as provided in subd. 6., if a pupil's early reinstatement is revoked under subd. 4., the 
pupil's expulsion shall continue to the expiration of the term of the expulsion specified in the 
expulsion order unless the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian and the 
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school board, independent hearing panel or independent hearing officer agree, in writing, to modify 
the expulsion order. 

         5m. Except as provided in subd. 6m., if a pupil's conditional enrollment is revoked under subd. 4m., 
the pupil's expulsion shall continue to the expiration of the term of the expulsion specified in the 
expulsion order unless the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian and the 
school board that expelled the pupil, or the independent hearing panel or independent hearing 
officer, or the out-of-state public school, agree, in writing, to modify the expulsion order. 

         6. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's early reinstatement under subd. 4., the pupil 
or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the school 
district administrator or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a principal, 
administrator or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is requested, it shall be held within 5 
school days following the request. If, after the conference, the school district administrator or his or 
her designee finds that the pupil did not violate an early reinstatement condition or that the 
revocation was inappropriate, the pupil shall be reinstated to school under the same reinstatement 
conditions as in the expulsion order and the early reinstatement revocation shall be expunged from 
the pupil's record. If the school district administrator or his or her designee finds that the pupil 
violated an early reinstatement condition and that the revocation was appropriate, he or she shall 
mail separate copies of the decision to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or 
guardian. The decision of the school district administrator or his or her designee is final. 

         6m. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's conditional enrollment under subd. 4m., 
the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the 
administrator of the school district in which the pupil is enrolled, or his or her designee, who shall be 
someone other than a principal, administrator, or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is 
requested, it shall be held within 5 school days following the request. If, after the conference, the 
school district administrator or his or her designee finds that the pupil did not violate an enrollment 
condition or that the revocation was inappropriate, the pupil shall be enrolled in school under the 
same enrollment conditions as in the order issued under subd. 2m. and the conditional enrollment 
revocation shall be expunged from the pupil's record. If the school district administrator or his or her 
designee finds that the pupil violated an enrollment condition and that the revocation was 
appropriate, he or she shall mail separate copies of the decision to the pupil and, if the pupil is a 
minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The decision of the school district administrator or his or 
her designee is final. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

In-school suspension 

LAWS 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(4)(c) The school board may establish policies which provide that as a consequence of a pupil's truancy 
the pupil may be assigned to detention or to a supervised, directed study program. The program need not 
be held during the regular school day. The policies under this paragraph shall specify the conditions 
under which credit may be given for work completed during the period of detention or assignment to a 
supervised, directed study program. A pupil shall be permitted to take any examinations missed during a 
period of assignment to a supervised, directed study program. 
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REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Return to school following removal 

LAWS 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (b) Plans and procedures for identifying truant children of all ages and returning them to school, 

including the identity of school personnel to whom a truant child shall be returned.  

118.164 Removal of pupils from the class. 
(3)(a) The school principal or his or her designee shall place the pupil in one of the following: 
      4. The class from which the pupil was removed if, after weighing the interests of the removed pupil, 

the other pupils in the class and the teacher, the school principal or his or her designee determines 
that readmission to the class is the best or only alternative. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Use of restraint and seclusion 

LAWS 

118.305. Use of seclusion and physical restraint. 
(1) Definitions. In this section: 118.305(1)(a)  
   (a) "Child" has the meaning given in s. 115.76 (3). 
   (b) "Child with a disability" has the meaning given in s. 115.76 (5). 
   (c) 
      1. "Covered individual" means all of the following, except as provided in subd. 2.: 
         a. An individual who is employed by a governing body, or under contract with a governing body as 

an independent contractor, to provide services for the benefit of the school governed by the 
governing body. 

         b. An individual who is employed by a person under contract with a governing body to provide 
services for the benefit of the school governed by the governing body. 

         c. An individual who is engaged in student teaching under the supervision of an individual described 
in subd. 1. a. 

      2. "Covered individual" does not include any of the following: 
         a. A member of a governing body. 
         b. A law enforcement officer who is authorized or designated by a governing body to perform any 

duty under s. 118.125 (1) (bL) 1. or 2. in a school governed by the governing body. 
   (d) "Governing body" means the governing body in charge of a school. 
   (e) "Individualized education program" has the meaning given in s. 115.76 (9). 
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   (f) "Parent" has the meaning given in s. 115.76 (12). 
   (g) "Physical restraint" means a restriction that immobilizes or reduces the ability of a pupil to freely 

move his or her torso, arms, legs, or head. 
   (h) "School" means a public school, including a charter school, and a private school participating in the 

program under s. 115.7915. 
   (i) "Seclusion" means the involuntary confinement of a pupil, apart from other pupils, in a room or area 

from which the pupil is physically prevented from leaving. 
(2) Seclusion; conditions for use. A covered individual may use seclusion on a pupil at school only if all of 
the following apply: 
   (a) The pupil's behavior presents a clear, present, and imminent risk to the physical safety of the pupil 

or others and it is the least restrictive intervention feasible. 
   (b) A covered individual maintains constant supervision of the pupil, either by remaining in the room or 

area with the pupil or by observing the pupil through a window that allows the covered individual to see 
the pupil at all times. 

   (c) The room or area in which the pupil is secluded is free of objects or fixtures that may injure the pupil. 
   (d) The pupil has adequate access to bathroom facilities, drinking water, necessary medication, and 

regularly scheduled meals. 
   (e) The duration of the seclusion is only as long as necessary to resolve the clear, present, and 

imminent risk to the physical safety of the pupil or others. 
   (f) No door connecting the room or area in which the pupil is secluded to other rooms or areas is 

capable of being locked. 
(3) Physical restraint; conditions for use. A covered individual may use physical restraint on a pupil at 
school only if all of the following apply: 
   (a) The pupil's behavior presents a clear, present, and imminent risk to the physical safety of the pupil 

or others and it is the least restrictive intervention feasible. 
   (b) There are no medical contraindications to its use. 
   (c) The degree of force used and the duration of the physical restraint do not exceed the degree and 

duration that are reasonable and necessary to resolve the clear, present, and imminent risk to the 
physical safety of the pupil or others. 

   (d) None of the following maneuvers or techniques are used: 
      1. Those that do not give adequate attention and care to protecting the pupil's head. 
      2. Those that cause chest compression by placing pressure or weight on the pupil's chest, lungs, 

sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen. 
      3. Those that place pressure or weight on the pupil's neck or throat, on an artery, or on the back of the 

pupil's head or neck, or that otherwise obstruct the pupil's circulation or breathing. 
   (e) It does not constitute corporal punishment, as defined in s. 118.31 (1). 
   (f) The covered individual does not use a mechanical or chemical restraint on the pupil. The use of 

supportive equipment to properly align a pupil's body, assist a pupil to maintain balance, or assist a 
pupil's mobility, under the direction and oversight of appropriate medical or therapeutic staff, does not 
constitute the use of a mechanical restraint. 

(4) Notification and reporting following use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
   (a) Whenever seclusion or physical restraint is used on a pupil at school, the school principal or his or 

her designee shall do all of the following: 
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      1. As soon as practicable, but no later than one business day after the incident, notify the pupil's 
parent of the incident and of the availability of the written report under subd. 2. 

      2. Within 2 business days after the incident and after consulting with the covered individuals present 
during the incident, prepare a written report containing all of the following information: 

         a. The pupil's name. 
         b. The date, time, and duration of the use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
         c. A description of the incident, including a description of the actions of the pupil before, during, and 

after the incident. 
         d. The names and titles of the covered individuals present during the incident. 
   (b) Each report prepared under par. (a) 2. shall be retained by the school and made available for review 

by the pupil's parent within 3 business days of the incident. 
   (c) Annually by September 1, the principal of each school or his or her designee shall submit to the 

governing body a report containing all of the following: 
      1. The number of incidents of seclusion and of physical restraint in the school during the previous 

school year. 
      2. The total number of pupils who were involved in the incidents and the number of children with 

disabilities who were involved in the incidents. 
(5) Child with a disability. The first time that seclusion or physical restraint is used on a child with a 
disability, the child's individualized education program team shall convene in the manner provided in s. 
115.787 (4) as soon as possible after the incident. The child's individualized education program team 
shall review the child's individualized education program to ensure that it contains appropriate positive 
behavioral interventions and supports and other strategies to address the behavior of concern, as 
provided in s. 115.787 (2) (i), and revise it if necessary. 
(6) Physical restraint; training. 
   (a) Except as provided in par. (c), no covered individual may use physical restraint on a pupil at school    

unless he or she has received training in the use of physical restraint that includes all of the following 
components: 

      1. Methods of preventing the need for physical restraint. 
      2. An identification and description of dangerous behavior that may indicate the need for physical 

restraint and methods of evaluating risk of harm in order to determine whether physical restraint is 
warranted. 

      3. Experience in administering and receiving various types of physical restraint. 
      4. Instruction regarding the effects of physical restraint on the person restrained, in monitoring signs 

of physical distress, and in obtaining medical assistance. 
      5. Instruction in documenting and reporting incidents of physical restraint. 
      6. A requirement that the trainee demonstrate proficiency in administering physical restraint. 
   (b) The governing body shall ensure that all of the following apply in each school that it operates in 

which physical restraint is used: 
      1. At least one covered individual has received training in the use of physical restraint under par. (a). 
      2. The school maintains a record of the training received by the covered individual under par. (a), 

including the period during which the training is considered valid by the entity that trained the covered 
individual. 

   (c) A covered individual who has not received training in the use of physical restraint under par. (a) may 
use physical restraint on a pupil at school only in an emergency and only if a covered individual who 
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has received training in the use of physical restraint under par. (a) is not immediately available due to 
the unforeseen nature of the emergency. 

(7) Construction. Nothing in this section prohibits a covered individual from doing any of the following at 
school if the pupil is not confined to an area from which he or she is physically prevented from leaving: 
   (a) Directing a pupil who is disruptive to temporarily separate himself or herself from the general activity 

in the classroom to allow the pupil to regain behavioral control and the covered individual to maintain or 
regain classroom order. 

   (b) Directing a pupil to temporarily remain in the classroom to complete tasks while other pupils 
participate in activities outside the classroom. 

   (c) Briefly touching or holding a pupil's hand, arm, shoulder, or back to calm, comfort, or redirect the 
pupil. 

118.31 Corporal punishment. 
(1) In this section, "corporal punishment" means the intentional infliction of physical pain which is used as 
a means of discipline. "Corporal punishment" includes, but is not limited to, paddling, slapping or 
prolonged maintenance of physically painful positions, when used as a means of discipline. "Corporal 
punishment" does not include actions consistent with an individualized education program developed 
under s. 115.787 or reasonable physical activities associated with athletic training. 
(2) Except as provided in sub. (3), no official, employee or agent of a school board may subject a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to corporal punishment. 
(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit an official, employee or agent of a school board from: 
   (a) Using reasonable and necessary force to quell a disturbance or prevent an act that threatens 

physical injury to any person. 
   (b) Using reasonable and necessary force to obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object 

within a pupil's control. 
   (c) Using reasonable and necessary force for the purpose of self-defense or the defense of others 

under s. 939.48. 
   (d) Using reasonable and necessary force for the protection of property under s. 939.49. 
   (e) Using reasonable and necessary force to remove a disruptive pupil from a school premises or motor 

vehicle, as defined in s. 125.09 (2) (a) 1. and 4., or from school-sponsored activities. 
   (f) Using reasonable and necessary force to prevent a pupil from inflicting harm on himself or herself. 
   (g) Using reasonable and necessary force to protect the safety of others.  
   (h) Using incidental, minor or reasonable physical contact designed to maintain order and control. 
(4) Each school board shall adopt a policy that allows any official, employee or agent of the school board 
to use reasonable and necessary force for the purposes of sub. (3) (a) to (h). In determining whether or 
not a person was acting within the exceptions in sub. (3), deference shall be given to reasonable, good 
faith judgments made by an official, employee or agent of a school board. 
(5) Except as provided in s. 939.61 (1), this section does not create a separate basis for civil liability of a 
school board or their officials, employees or agents for damages arising out of claims involving allegations 
of improper or unnecessary use of force by school employees against students. 
(6) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, permit or otherwise affect any action taken by an official, 
employee or agent of a school board with regard to a person who is not a pupil enrolled in the school 
district. 
(7) Nothing in this section abrogates or restricts any statutory or common law defense to prosecution for 
any crime.  
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REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Alternative placements 

LAWS 

49.26. Learnfare program. 
(1)(a) In this subsection: 
      1. "Habitual truant" has the meaning given in s. 118.16 (1) (a). 
      2. "School" means any one of the following: 
         a. A public school, as described in s. 115.01 (1). 
         b. A private school, as defined in s. 115.001 (3r). 
         bm. A tribal school, as defined in s. 115.001 (15m). 
         c. A technical college pursuant to a contract under s. 118.15 (2). 
         d. A course of study meeting the standards established by the state superintendent of public 

instruction under s. 115.29 (4) for the granting of a declaration of equivalency of high school 
graduation. 

   (c) A county department or Wisconsin works agency may provide services under this subsection directly 
or may contract with a nonprofit agency or a school district to provide the services. 

   (d) A county department or Wisconsin Works agency that provides services under this subsection 
directly shall develop a plan, in coordination with the school districts located in whole or in part in the 
county, describing the assistance that the county department or Wisconsin Works agency and school 
districts will provide to individuals receiving services under this subsection, the number of individuals 
that will be served and the estimated cost of the services. The county department or Wisconsin Works 
agency shall submit the plan to the department and the department of public instruction by January 15, 
annually. 

   (e) For an individual who is a recipient of aid under s. 49.19, or whose custodial parent is a participant 
under s. 49.147 (3) to (5), who is the parent with whom a dependent child lives and who is subject to 
the school attendance requirement under par. (ge), the department shall make a monthly payment to 
the individual or the child care provider for the month's child care costs in an amount based on need 
with the maximum amount per child equal to the lesser of the actual cost of the care or the rate 
established under s. 49.155 (6) if the individual demonstrates the need to purchase child care services 
in order to attend school and those services are available from a child care provider. 

   (g) An individual who is a dependent child in a Wisconsin Works group that includes a participant under 
s. 49.147 (3), (4), or (5) or who is a recipient of aid under s. 49.19 is subject to the school attendance 
requirement under par. (ge) if all of the following apply: 

      1. Before the first day of the fall 1994 school term, as defined in s. 115.001 (12), the individual is 13 to 
17 years of age. Beginning on the first day of the fall 1997 school term, as defined in s. 115.001 (12), 
the individual is 6 to 17 years of age. 

      2. The individual has not graduated from a public, private, or tribal high school or obtained a 
declaration of equivalency of high school graduation under s. 115.29 (4). 

      3. The individual is not excused from attending school under s. 118.15 (3). 
      4. The individual is a parent or is residing with his or her natural or adoptive parent. 
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      5. If the individual is the caretaker of a child, the child is at least 45 days old and child care is available 
for the child at the school or the school provides an instruction program for the caretaker at home. 

      6. If child care services are necessary in order for the individual to attend school, child care from a 
child care provider is available for the child and transportation to and from child care is also available. 

      7. The individual is not prohibited from attending school while an expulsion under s. 119.25 or 120.13 
(1) is pending. 

      8. If the individual was expelled from a school under s. 119.25 or 120.13 (1), there is another school 
available which the individual can attend. 

      10. The individual does not have good cause for failing to attend school, as defined by the department 
by rule. 

      11. If the individual is the mother of a child, a physician has not determined that the individual should 
delay her return to school after giving birth. 

      12. If the individual is on a waiting list for a children-at-risk program under s. 118.153, a children-at-
risk program that is appropriate for the individual is not available. 

   (ge) An individual fails to meet the school attendance requirement if the individual is not enrolled in 
school or was not enrolled in the immediately preceding semester. The Wisconsin works agency or 
county department shall verify enrollment. 

   (gm) 
      1. The following individuals who are subject to the school attendance requirement under the learnfare 

program are required to participate in case management under sub. (2) (b): 
         a. Minor parents. 
         b. Habitual truants. 
         c. Dropouts, as defined in s. 118.153 (1) (b), including individuals who were dropouts and reenrolled 

in school in the same or immediately succeeding semester in which they dropped out of school. 
         d. A child whose Wisconsin Works group includes a participant under s. 49.147 (3), (4), or (5) who 

has been unable to participate in activities required under s. 49.147 (3), (4), or (5) due to the child's 
school-related problems. 

      2. The department may, in accordance with rules promulgated by the department, sanction any 
individual specified under subd. 1. who fails to cooperate with case management efforts. 

   (h) 1. An individual who fails to cooperate with case management efforts under par. (gm) is subject to 
sanctions as provided under subd. 1s. only if all of the following apply: 

         as. The individual has failed to request a hearing or has failed to show good cause for not 
cooperating with case management efforts in a hearing. The hearing shall be requested and held 
under s. 49.152. The department shall determine by rule the criteria for good cause. 

         b. The individual's family fails to cooperate with the case manager or fails to engage in the activities 
identified by the case manager as being necessary to improve the individual's school attendance. 

         c. The individual continues to fail to meet the school attendance requirement under par. (ge). 
      1s. a. Except as provided under subd. 1s. b., an individual who fails to meet the school attendance 

requirement under par. (ge) is subject to sanctions determined by the department by rule. 
         b. An individual who is a dependent child in a Wisconsin Works group that includes a participant 

under s. 49.147 (3), (4), or (5) and who fails to meet the school attendance requirement under par. 
(ge) is subject to a monthly sanction. 
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      2. If, as a result of the application of sanctions under this paragraph, no child in a family receives 
payment under s. 49.19, the department shall make a payment to meet only the needs of the parent 
or parents who would otherwise be eligible for aid under s. 49.19. 

   (hm) The department may require consent to the release of school attendance records, under s. 
118.125 (2) (e), as a condition of eligibility for benefits under s. 49.147 (3) to (5) or aid under s. 49.19. 

   (hr) If an individual subject to the school attendance requirement under par. (ge) is enrolled in a public 
school, communications between the school district and the department, a county department under s. 
46.215, 46.22, or 46.23 or a Wisconsin works agency concerning the individual's school attendance 
may only be made by a school attendance officer, as defined under s. 118.16 (1) (b). 

(2) Services for learnfare pupils. 
   (a) In this subsection, "county department" means a county department under s. 46.215, 46.22 or 46.23. 
   (b) County departments or Wisconsin works agencies shall provide case management services to 

individuals who are subject to the school attendance requirement under the learnfare program under 
sub. (1) and their families to improve the school attendance and achievement of those individuals. 

119.82. Alternative educational programs for learnfare pupils. 
(1m) Upon the request of the child or the child's parent or guardian, the board shall provide an alternative 
educational program for any child who resides in the city and satisfies all of the following: 
   (a) Is at least 13 years of age but not more than 18 years of age. 
   (b) Is receiving aid to families with dependent children under s. 49.19 or is a member of a Wisconsin 

works group, as defined in s. 49.141 (1) (s), with a member who is participating in Wisconsin works 
under s. 49.147 (3) to (5). 

   (c) Has been or is being sanctioned under s. 49.26 (1) (h). 
(2m) Programs under sub. (1m) shall be designed to meet the high school graduation requirements under 
s. 118.33. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
       (a) Make rules for the organization, gradation and government of the schools of the school district, 

including rules pertaining to conduct and dress of pupils in order to maintain good decorum and a 
favorable academic atmosphere, which shall take effect when approved by a majority of the school 
board and filed with the school district clerk. Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k), the school board shall adopt 
a code to govern pupils' classroom conduct beginning in the 1999-2000 school year. The code shall 
be developed in consultation with a committee of school district residents that consists of parents, 
pupils, members of the school board, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals 
and other residents of the school district who are appointed to the committee by the school board. 
The code of classroom conduct may provide different standards of conduct for different schools and 
may provide additional placement options under s. 118.164 (3). The code shall include all of the 
following: 

         3. The procedures for determining the appropriate educational placement of a pupil who has been 
removed from the class and assigned a placement by the school principal or his or her designee 
under s. 118.164. 
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REGULATIONS 

PI 44.01. Purpose.  
Under s. 115.366, Stats., beginning in the 2000-2001 school year, school districts and consortia of school 
districts may apply to the state superintendent for an alternative education program grant as defined by 
the state superintendent. This chapter sets forth criteria and procedures for awarding alternative 
education program grants. 

PI 44.02. Definitions.  
In this chapter: 
   (1) "Alternative education program" means an instructional program, approved by the school board, that 

utilizes successful alternative or adaptive school structures and teaching techniques and that is 
incorporated into existing, traditional classrooms or regularly scheduled curricular programs or that is 
offered in place of regularly scheduled curricular programs. "Alternative educational program" does not 
include a private school or a home-based private educational program. 

   (2) "Consortia of school districts" means a school board in cooperation with another school board under 
an agreement under s. 66.0301, Stats., or a cooperative educational service agency board under s. 
116.032, Stats. 

   (3) "School board" has the meaning given in s. 115.001 (7), Stats. 
   (4) "State superintendent" means the state superintendent of public instruction for the state of 

Wisconsin. 

PI 44.03. Eligible applicants and program requirements. 
(1) A school district or a consortia of school districts may apply to the state superintendent for a grant 
under this chapter. 
(2) An alternative education program funded under this chapter shall be designed for pupils having 
difficulty succeeding in the regular school setting as evidenced by, but not limited to, any of the following: 
   (a) Academic failure. 
   (b) Truancy. 
   (c) Expulsion or suspension. 
   (d) Disruptive behavior. 
   (e) Criminal involvement. 
   (f) Violent behavior. 
   (g) Alcohol and other drug abuse involvement. 

PI 44.04. Grant application requirements.  
Annually, an eligible applicant under this chapter shall submit an application that includes all of the 
following: 
   (1) The need for the alternative education program. 
   (2) The type of pupils who will be served by the alternative education program. 
   (3) Evidence of collaboration and coordination to develop or maintain partnerships that will help 

facilitate the alternative education program. 
   (4) An outline of the measurable program goals, objectives, activities, and related timelines of the 

alternative education program. 
   (5) A schedule for implementation of the alternative education program. 
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   (6) An explanation of how the alternative education program will continue at the completion of the grant 
period. 

   (7) A description of how the alternative education program will be evaluated during its implementation 
and at the conclusion of the grant period. 

[Note: Form PI-9710, Alternative Education Program Grant Application, may be obtained at no charge 
from the Department of Public Instruction, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841.] 

PI 44.05. Review of applications and awarding of grants. 
(1) The state superintendent, annually, shall establish funding limits for programs under this chapter 
based on the amount appropriated for the program under s. 20.255 (2) (cf), Stats.. The state 
superintendent shall inform school districts of the funding limits by letter which will accompany application 
materials for a program under this chapter. 
(2) The state superintendent shall determine the amount of funds to be awarded to each applicant. The 
state superintendent shall award grants for a 5 year period, if funding is available, as follows: 
   (a) A grant shall be awarded at 100% of the amount originally granted for the first 3 years. 
   (b) A grant shall be awarded at 60% of the amount originally granted for the fourth year. 
   (c) A grant shall be awarded at 40% of the amount originally granted for the fifth year. 
(3) The state superintendent shall determine which of the applicants will receive grants under this chapter 
using the following criteria: 
   (a) Programs in which the goals and objectives relate to the desired effect of the alternative education 

program. 
   (b) Programs in which activities are appropriate to the goals and objectives of the alternative education 

program. 
   (c) Programs that demonstrate the adequacy of the schedule of implementation and the extent to which 

continuation of the program activities is ensured after the grant period is completed. 
   (d) Programs that benefit the greatest number of school districts and pupils. Therefore, preference in 

awarding grants may be given to programs developed and operated in cooperation with other school 
districts or CESA boards. 

(4) The state superintendent shall also consider the following criteria in determining which applicants will 
receive grants: 
   (a) To the extent possible, the grants shall be distributed equally throughout the state. Therefore, 

preference in awarding grants may be given to programs developed and operated by rural school 
districts. 

   (b) To the extent possible, grants shall be awarded to school districts of varying sizes, as determined by 
district enrollment. 

(5) Grants awarded may not be used to supplant alternative education program funding received from 
other local, state or federal sources. 
(6) Grant recipients shall agree to participate in any state level evaluations of the program as required by 
the state superintendent. 
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Disciplinary Approaches Addressing Specific Infractions and 
Conditions 

Firearms (as required by the Gun-Free Schools Act) 

LAWS 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (bm) The school district administrator or any principal or teacher designated by the school district 

administrator shall suspend a pupil under par. (b) if the school district administrator, principal or 
teacher determines that the pupil, while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority, 
possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). This paragraph does not apply to the 
possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

      (c) 
         2m. The school board shall commence proceedings under subd. 3. and expel a pupil from school 

for not less than one year whenever it finds that the pupil, while at school or while under the 
supervision of a school authority, possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). Annually, 
the school board shall report to the department the information specified under 20 USC 8921 (d) (1) 
and (2). This subdivision does not apply to the possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a 
school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

948.605. Gun-free school zones. 
(1) Definitions. In this section: 
   (a) "Encased" has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (b). 
   (ac) "Firearm" does not include any beebee or pellet-firing gun that expels a projectile through the force 

of air pressure or any starter pistol. 
   (ag) "Former officer" has the meaning given in s. 941.23 (1) (c). 
   (am) "Motor vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (35). 
   (ar) "Qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer" has the meaning given in s. 941.23 (1) (g). 
   (b) "School" has the meaning given in s. 948.61 (1) (b). 
   (c) "School zone" means any of the following: 
      1. In or on the grounds of a school. 
      2. Within 1,000 feet from the grounds of a school. 
(2) Possession of firearm in school zone. 
   (a) Any individual who knowingly possesses a firearm at a place that the individual knows, or has 

reasonable cause to believe, is in or on the grounds of a school is guilty of a Class I felony. Any 
individual who knowingly possesses a firearm at a place that the individual knows, or has reasonable 
cause to believe, is within 1,000 feet of the grounds of a school is subject to a Class B forfeiture. 

   (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the possession of a firearm by any of the following: 



Wisconsin Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 35 

      1m. A person who possesses the firearm in accordance with 18 USC 922 (q) (2) (B) (i), (iv), (v), (vi), 
or (vii). 

      1r. Except if the person is in or on the grounds of a school, a licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), 
or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (g). 

      2d. A person who is employed in this state by a public agency as a law enforcement officer and to 
whom s. 941.23 (1) (g) 2. to 5. and (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 

      2f. A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
      2h. A former officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies. 
      2m. A state-certified commission warden acting in his or her official capacity. 
      3. A person possessing a gun that is not loaded and is any of the following: 
         a. Encased. 
         b. In a locked firearms rack that is on a motor vehicle. 
      3m. A person who is legally hunting in a school forest if the school board has decided that hunting 

may be allowed in the school forest under s. 120.13 (38). 
(3) Discharge of firearm in a school zone. 
   (a) Any individual who knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the safety of another, discharges or 

attempts to discharge a firearm at a place the individual knows is a school zone is guilty of a Class G 
felony. 

   (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the discharge of, or the attempt to discharge, a firearm: 
      1. On private property not part of school grounds. 
      2. As part of a program approved by a school in the school zone, by an individual who is participating 

in the program. 
      3. By an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between a school in a school zone and 

the individual or an employer of the individual. 
      4. By a law enforcement officer or state-certified commission warden acting in his or her official 

capacity. 
      5. By a person who is employed in this state by a public agency as a law enforcement officer and to 

whom s. 941.23 (1) (g) 2. to 5. and (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
      6. By a qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies. 
      7. By a former officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Other weapons 

LAWS 

118.31 Corporal punishment. 
(2) Except as provided in sub. (3), no official, employee or agent of a school board may subject a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to corporal punishment. 
(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit an official, employee or agent of a school board from: 
   (b) Using reasonable and necessary force to obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object 

within a pupil's control. 



Wisconsin Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 36 

948.61. Dangerous weapons other than firearms on school premises. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Dangerous weapon" has the meaning specified in s. 939.22 (10), except "dangerous weapon" does 

not include any firearm and does include any beebee or pellet-firing gun that expels a projectile through 
the force of air pressure or any starter pistol. 

   (b) "School" means a public school, parochial or private school, or tribal school, as defined in s. 115.001 
(15m), which provides an educational program for one or more grades between grades 1 and 12 and 
which is commonly known as an elementary school, middle school, junior high school, senior high 
school, or high school. 

   (c) "School premises" means any school building, grounds, recreation area or athletic field or any other 
property owned, used or operated for school administration. 

(2) Any person who knowingly possesses or goes armed with a dangerous weapon on school premises is 
guilty of: 
   (a) A Class A misdemeanor. 
   (b) A Class I felony, if the violation is the person's 2nd or subsequent violation of this section within a 5-

year period, as measured from the dates the violations occurred. 
(3) This section does not apply to any person who: 
   (a) Uses a weapon solely for school-sanctioned purposes. 
   (b) Engages in military activities, sponsored by the federal or state government, when acting in the 

discharge of his or her official duties. 
   (c) Is a law enforcement officer or state-certified commission warden acting in the discharge of his or 

her official duties. 
   (d) Participates in a convocation authorized by school authorities in which weapons of collectors or 

instructors are handled or displayed. 
   (e) Drives a motor vehicle in which a dangerous weapon is located onto school premises for school-

sanctioned purposes or for the purpose of delivering or picking up passengers or property. The weapon 
may not be removed from the vehicle or be used in any manner. 

   (f) Possesses or uses a bow and arrow or knife while legally hunting in a school forest if the school 
board has decided that hunting may be allowed in the school forest under s. 120.13 (38). 

(4) A person under 17 years of age who has violated this section is subject to the provisions of ch. 938, 
unless jurisdiction is waived under s. 938.18 or the person is subject to the jurisdiction of a court of 
criminal jurisdiction under s. 938.183. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Students with chronic disciplinary issues 

LAWS 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 



Wisconsin Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 37 

      (c) 
         2. In addition to the grounds for expulsion under subd. 1., the school board may expel from school a 

pupil who is at least 16 years old if the school board finds that the pupil repeatedly engaged in 
conduct while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority that disrupted the ability 
of school authorities to maintain order or an educational atmosphere at school or at an activity 
supervised by a school authority and that such conduct does not constitute grounds for expulsion 
under subd. 1., and is satisfied that the interest of the school demands the pupil's expulsion. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Attendance and truancy 

LAWS 

118.15. Compulsory school attendance. 
(1)(a) Except as provided under pars. (b) to (d) and (g) and sub. (4), unless the child is excused under 
sub. (3) or has graduated from high school, any person having under control a child who is between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years shall cause the child to attend school regularly during the full period and hours, 
religious holidays excepted, that the public, private, or tribal school in which the child should be enrolled is 
in session until the end of the school term, quarter or semester of the school year in which the child 
becomes 18 years of age. 
   (am) Except as provided under par. (d), unless the child is excused under sub. (3), any person having 

under his or her control a child who is enrolled in 5-year-old kindergarten shall cause the child to attend 
school regularly, religious holidays excepted, during the full period and hours that kindergarten is in 
session at the public or private school in which the child is enrolled until the end of the school term. 

   (b) Upon the child's request of the school board and with the written approval of the child's parent or 
guardian, any child who is 16 years of age or over and a child at risk, as defined in s. 118.153 (1) (a), 
may attend, in lieu of high school or on a part-time basis, a technical college if the child and his or her 
parent or guardian agree, in writing, that the child will participate in a program leading to the child's high 
school graduation. The district board of the technical college district in which the child resides shall 
admit the child. Every technical college district board shall offer day class programs satisfactory to meet 
the requirements of this paragraph and s. 118.33 (3m) as a condition to the receipt of any state aid. 

   (c)1. Upon the child's request and with the written approval of the child's parent or guardian, any child 
who is 16 years of age may be excused by the school board from regular school attendance if the 
child and his or her parent or guardian agree, in writing, that the child will participate in a program or 
curriculum modification under par. (d) leading to the child's high school graduation. 

      2. Upon the child's request and with the written approval of the child's parent or guardian, any child 
who is 17 years of age or over may be excused by the school board from regular school attendance if 
the child and his or her parent or guardian agree, in writing, that the child will participate in a program 
or curriculum modification under par. (d) leading to the child's high school graduation or leading to a 
high school equivalency diploma under s. 115.29 (4). 

      3. Prior to a child's admission to a program leading to the child's high school graduation or a high 
school equivalency program under par. (b) or subd. 1. or 2., the child, his or her parent or guardian, 
the school board and a representative of the high school equivalency program or program leading to 
the child's high school graduation shall enter into a written agreement. The written agreement shall 
state the services to be provided, the time period needed to complete the high school equivalency 
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program or program leading to the child's high school graduation and how the performance of the 
pupil will be monitored. The agreement shall be monitored by the school board on a regular basis, but 
in no case shall the agreement be monitored less frequently than once per semester. If the school 
board determines that a child is not complying with the agreement, the school board shall notify the 
child, his or her parent or guardian and the high school equivalency program or program leading to 
the child's high school graduation that the agreement may be modified or suspended in 30 days. 

   (cm)1. Upon the child's request and with the approval of the child's parent or guardian, any child who is 
17 years of age or over shall be excused by the school board from regular school attendance if the 
child began a program leading to a high school equivalency diploma in a juvenile correctional facility, 
as defined in s. 938.02 (10p), a secured residential care center for children and youth, as defined in s. 
938.02 (15g), a juvenile detention facility, as defined in s. 938.02 (10r), or a juvenile portion of a 
county jail, and the child and his or her parent or guardian agree under subd. 2. that the child will 
continue to participate in such a program. For purposes of this subdivision, a child is considered to 
have begun a program leading to a high school equivalency diploma if the child has received a 
passing score on a minimum of one of the 5 content area tests given under the general educational 
development test or has demonstrated under a course of study meeting the standards established 
under s. 115.29 (4) for the granting of a declaration of equivalency to high school graduation a level of 
proficiency in a minimum of one of the 5 content areas specified in s. 118.33 (1) (a) 1. that is 
equivalent to the level of proficiency that he or she would have attained if he or she had satisfied the 
requirements under s. 118.33 (1) (a) 1. 

      2. Prior to the admission of a child under subd. 1. to a program leading to a high school equivalency 
diploma, the child, his or her parent or guardian, the school board and a representative of the agency 
providing the program shall enter into a written agreement. The agreement shall specify that the child 
is excused from regular school attendance while he or she is enrolled in the program and making 
progress toward completion of the program, or successfully completes the program. If the agency 
providing the program determines that the child is not making progress toward completion of the 
program, the agency shall notify the child and his or her parent or guardian that the agreement may 
be suspended within 30 days. If the agency suspends the agreement, the agency shall notify the 
child, his or her parent or guardian and the school board. 

      3. If the program that the child wishes to attend is provided by a technical college district, the technical 
college district board shall admit the child. 

      4. A child attending a program under this paragraph shall not be included in membership, as defined 
in s. 121.004 (5). 

      5. The state superintendent shall grant a high school equivalency diploma to a child under this 
paragraph who completes the general educational development test with a passing score, as 
determined by the state superintendent, and completes the additional requirements determined by 
the state superintendent under s. 115.29 (4). 

   (d) Any child's parent or guardian, or the child if the parent or guardian is notified, may request the 
school board, in writing, to provide the child with program or curriculum modifications, including but not 
limited to: 

      1. Modifications within the child's current academic program. 
      2. A school work training or work study program. 
      3. Enrollment in any alternative public school or program located in the school district in which the 

child resides. 
      4. Enrollment in any nonsectarian private school or program, or tribal school, located in the school 

district in which the child resides, which complies with the requirements of 42 USC 2000d. Enrollment 
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of a child under this subdivision shall be pursuant to a contractual agreement under s. 121.78 (5) that 
provides for the payment of the child's tuition by the school district. 

      5. Homebound study, including nonsectarian correspondence courses or other courses of study 
approved by the school board or nonsectarian tutoring provided by the school in which the child is 
enrolled. 

      6. Enrollment in any public educational program located outside the school district in which the child 
resides. Enrollment of a child under this subdivision may be pursuant to a contractual agreement 
between school districts. 

   (dm) The school board shall render its decision, in writing, within 90 days of a request under par. (d), 
except that if the request relates to a child who has been evaluated by an individualized education 
program team under s. 115.782 and has not been recommended for special education, the school 
board shall render its decision within 30 days of the request. If the school board denies the request, the 
school board shall give its reasons for the denial. 

   (e) Any decision made by a school board or a designee of the school board in response to a request for 
program or curriculum modifications under par. (d) shall be reviewed by the school board upon request 
of the child's parent or guardian. The school board shall render its determination upon review in writing, 
if the child's parent or guardian so requests. 

   (f) At the beginning of each school term, the school board shall notify the pupils enrolled in the school 
district and their parents or guardians of the substance of pars. (d), (dm) and (e). 

   (g) Paragraph (a) does not apply to a person having under control a child who is enrolled in a virtual 
charter school. 

(2)(a) If the determination is made under sub. (1) (b) for a child to attend a technical college, the district 
board governing the technical college shall establish appropriate vocational and technical courses in 
accordance with s. 118.33 (3m) and the school board shall pay the technical college district board an 
amount calculated as follows: 
      1. Divide the number of credit hours of instruction scheduled by the technical college district for the 

pupil by 30. 
      2. Multiply the quotient under subd. 1. by the statewide average instructional cost for general 

education programs in the technical college system in the previous school year, as determined by the 
technical college system board. 

      3. Multiply the quotient under subd. 1. by any additional costs associated with direct student support 
services, as determined jointly by the state superintendent and the state director of the technical 
college system. 

      4. Add the product under subd. 2. to the product under subd. 3. 
   (c) Pupils attending a technical college under this subsection may receive general education subjects at 

the technical college. Payments by the school district under par. (a) shall be deemed costs of operation 
and maintenance. 

   (d) Transportation, or board and lodging under s. 121.57 (1) (a), for pupils attending a technical college 
under this subsection shall be provided by the school district, and state aids shall be paid therefor, on 
the same basis as is transportation for pupils attending high school. 

(3) This section does not apply to: 
   (a) Any child who is excused by the school board because the child is temporarily not in proper physical 

or mental condition to attend a school program but who can be expected to return to a school program 
upon termination or abatement of the illness or condition. The school attendance officer may request 
the parent or guardian of the child to obtain a written statement from a licensed physician, dentist, 
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chiropractor, optometrist, psychologist, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, as defined in s. 255.06 
(1) (d), or certified advanced practice nurse prescriber or Christian Science practitioner living and 
residing in this state, who is listed in the Christian Science Journal, as sufficient proof of the physical or 
mental condition of the child. An excuse under this paragraph shall be in writing and shall state the time 
period for which it is valid, not to exceed 30 days. 

   (b) Any child excused by the school board in accordance with the school board's written attendance 
policy under s. 118.16 (4) and with the written approval of the child's parent or guardian. The child's 
truancy, discipline or school achievement problems or disabilities as described in s. 115.76 (5) may not 
be used as the reason for an excuse under this paragraph. The excuse shall be in writing and shall 
state the time period for which it is effective, not to extend beyond the end of the current school year. 

   (c) Any child excused in writing by his or her parent or guardian before the absence. The school board 
shall require a child excused under this paragraph to complete any course work missed during the 
absence. A child may not be excused for more than 10 days in a school year under this paragraph. 

   (d) Any child excused in writing by his or her parent or guardian and by the principal of the school that 
the child attends for the purpose of serving as an election official under s. 7.30 (2) (am). A principal may 
not excuse a child under this paragraph unless the child has at least a 3.0 grade point average or the 
equivalent. The principal shall allow the child to take examinations and complete course work missed 
during the child's absences under this paragraph. The principal shall promptly notify the municipal clerk 
or the board of election commissioners of the municipality that appointed the child as an election official 
if the child ceases to be enrolled in school or if the child no longer has at least a 3.0 grade point 
average or the equivalent. 

(4) Instruction in a home-based private educational program that meets all of the criteria under s. 118.165 
(1) may be substituted for attendance at a public or private school. 
(4m) No school board, board of control of a cooperative educational service agency or county children 
with disabilities education board, or person employed by a school board, cooperative educational service 
agency or county children with disabilities education board, may in any manner compel a pregnant girl to 
withdraw from her educational program. 
(5)(a)1. Except as provided under par. (b) or if a person has been found guilty of a misdemeanor under s. 
948.45, whoever violates this section may be penalized as follows, if evidence has been provided by the 
school attendance officer that the activities under s. 118.16 (5) have been completed or were not required 
to be completed as provided in s. 118.16 (5m): 
         a. For the first offense, by a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for not more than 30 days 

or both. 
         b. For a 2nd or subsequent offense, by a fine of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not more 

than 90 days or both. 
      2. The court may require a person who is subject to subd. 1. to perform community service work for a 

public agency or a nonprofit charitable organization in lieu of the penalties specified under subd. 1. 
Any organization or agency to which a defendant is assigned pursuant to an order under this 
subdivision acting in good faith has immunity from any civil liability in excess of $25,000 for any act or 
omission by or impacting on the defendant. 

   (am) The court may order any person who violates this section to participate in counseling at the 
person's own expense or to attend school with his or her child, or both. 

   (b)1. Paragraph (a) does not apply to a person who has under his or her control a child who has been 
sanctioned under s. 49.26 (1) (h). 
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      2. In a prosecution under par. (a), if the defendant proves that he or she is unable to comply with the 
law because of the disobedience of the child, the action shall be dismissed and the child shall be 
referred to the court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938. 

118.153. Children at risk of not graduating from high school. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Children at risk" means pupils in grades 5 to 12 who are at risk of not graduating from high school 

because they are dropouts or are 2 or more of the following: 
      1m. One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school credits attained. 
      2. Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels. 
      2m. Habitual truants, as defined in s. 118.16 (1) (a). 
      3. Parents. 
      4. Adjudicated delinquents. 
      5. Eighth grade pupils whose score in each subject area on the examination administered under s. 

118.30 (1m) (am) 1. or 118.301 (3) was below the basic level, 8th grade pupils who failed the 
examination administered under s. 118.30 (1m) (am) 2. or 118.301 (3), and 8th grade pupils who 
failed to be promoted to the 9th grade. 

   (b) "Dropout" means a child who ceased to attend school, does not attend a public, private, or tribal 
school, technical college, or home-based private educational program on a full-time basis, has not 
graduated from high school, and does not have an acceptable excuse under s. 118.15 (1) (b) to (d) or 
(3). 

(2)  
   (a) Every school board shall identify the children at risk who are enrolled in the school district and 

annually by August 15 develop a plan describing how the school board will meet their needs. 
   (b) If in the previous school year a school district had 30 or more dropouts or a dropout rate exceeding 

5% of its total high school enrollment, the school board may apply to the state superintendent for aid 
under this section. 

(3)  
   (a) 
      1. Every school board that applies for aid under sub. (2) (b) shall make available to the children at risk 

enrolled in the school district a program for children at risk. 
      2. Upon request of a pupil who is a child at risk or the pupil's parent or guardian, a school board 

described under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil in the program for children at risk. If the school board 
makes available more than one program for children at risk, the school board shall enroll the pupil in 
the program selected by the pupil's parent or guardian if the pupil meets the prerequisites for that 
program. If there is no space in that program for the pupil, the school board of the school district 
operating under ch. 119 shall place the pupil's name on a waiting list for that program and offer the 
pupil another program for children at risk until space in the requested program becomes available. 

   (b) A program for children at risk shall be designed to allow the pupils enrolled to meet high school 
graduation requirements under s. 118.33. The school board of the school district operating under ch. 
119 shall ensure that there are at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils in each program and that 
a separate administrator or teacher is in charge of each program. 

   (c) 
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      1. Each school board shall identify appropriate private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agencies located in the 
school district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the school district to meet the requirements under 
pars. (a) and (b) for the children at risk enrolled in the school district. 

      2. The school board may contract with the agencies identified under subd. 1. for the children at risk 
enrolled in the school district if the school board determines that the agencies can adequately serve 
such children. 

      3. The school board shall pay each contracting agency, for each full-time equivalent pupil served by 
the agency, an amount equal to at least 80% of the average per pupil cost for the school district. 

(4)  
   (a) Annually in August, a school board that applied for aid under this section in the previous school year 

shall submit a report to the state superintendent. The report shall include only information about the 
pupils enrolled in a program for children at risk in the previous school year that is necessary for the 
state superintendent to determine the number of pupils who achieved each of the objectives under par. 
(c). 

   (b) Upon receipt of a school board's annual report under par. (a) the state superintendent shall pay to 
the school district from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc), for each pupil enrolled in a program 
for children at risk who achieved at least 3 of the objectives under par. (c) in the previous school year, 
additional state aid in an amount equal to 10% of the school district's average per pupil aids provided 
under s. 20.835 (7) (a), 1991 stats., and s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the previous school year. 

   (c) 
      1. The pupil's attendance rate was at least 70%. 
      2. The pupil remained in school. 
      3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diploma. 
      4. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if the pupil was 

enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year. 
      5. The pupil has demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, a gain in 

reading and mathematics commensurate with the duration of his or her enrollment in the program. 
   (e) If the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc) in any fiscal year is insufficient to pay the full amount of 

aid under par. (b), state aid payments shall be prorated among the school districts entitled to such aid. 
(5)  
   (a) In this subsection: 
      1. "Alternative school" means a public school that has at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, 

has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school and offers a nontraditional curriculum. 
      2. "School within a school" means a school that has at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, 

has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school and is housed in a space specifically 
dedicated to it in a public school. 

   (b) Subject to sub. (3) (c) 3., a school board receiving funds under this section shall provide a specific 
sum to each program for children at risk in which pupils enrolled in the school district are enrolled based 
on the ability of the program to meet the objectives under sub. (4) (c). 

   (c) A school board receiving funds under this section shall give preference in allocating those funds to 
programs for children at risk provided by alternative schools, charter schools, schools within schools 
and agencies identified under sub. (3) (c) 1. 
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(7) The state superintendent shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this section. The rules 
shall not be overly restrictive in defining approved programs and shall not serve to exclude programs that 
have demonstrated success in meeting the needs of children at risk. 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Habitual truant" means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under sub. 

(4) and s. 118.15 for part or all of 5 or more days on which school is held during a school semester. 
   (b) "School attendance officer" means an employee designated by the school board to deal with matters 

relating to school attendance and truancy. "School attendance officer" does not include an individual 
designated under sub. (2m) (a) to take into custody a child who is absent from school without an 
acceptable excuse under s. 118.15 unless that individual has also been designated by the school board 
to deal with matters relating to school attendance and truancy. 

   (c) "Truancy" means any absence of part or all of one or more days from school during which the school 
attendance officer, principal or teacher has not been notified of the legal cause of such absence by the 
parent or guardian of the absent pupil, and also means intermittent attendance carried on for the 
purpose of defeating the intent of s. 118.15. 

(1m) The period during which a pupil is absent from school due to a suspension or expulsion under s. 
120.13 or 119.25 is neither an absence without an acceptable excuse for the purposes of sub. (1) (a) nor 
an absence without legal cause for the purposes of sub. (1) (c). 
(2) The school attendance officer: 
   (a) Shall determine daily which pupils enrolled in the school district are absent from school and whether 

that absence is excused under s. 118.15. 
   (c) Except as provided under pars. (cg) and (cr), shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who has 

been truant of the child's truancy and direct the parent or guardian to return the child to school no later 
than the next day on which school is in session or to provide an excuse under s. 118.15. The notice 
under this paragraph shall be given before the end of the 2nd school day after receiving a report of an 
unexcused absence. The notice may be made by personal contact, 1st class mail, or telephone call of 
which a written record is kept, except that notice by personal contact or telephone call shall be 
attempted before notice by 1st class mail may be given. 

   (cg) Shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who is a habitual truant, by registered or certified mail 
or by 1st class mail, when the child initially becomes a habitual truant. The school attendance officer 
may simultaneously notify the parent or guardian of the habitually truant child by an electronic 
communication. The notice shall include all of the following: 

      1. A statement of the parent's or guardian's responsibility, under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and (am), to cause 
the child to attend school regularly. 

      2. A statement that the parent, guardian or child may request program or curriculum modifications for 
the child under s. 118.15 (1) (d) and that the child may be eligible for enrollment in a program for 
children at risk under s. 118.153 (3). 

      3. A request that the parent or guardian meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss the child's 
truancy. The notice shall include the name of the school personnel with whom the parent or guardian 
should meet, a date, time and place for the meeting and the name, address and telephone number of 
a person to contact to arrange a different date, time or place. The date for the meeting shall be within 
5 school days after the date that the notice is sent, except that with the consent of the child's parent 
or guardian the date for the meeting may be extended for an additional 5 school days. 
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      4. A statement of the penalties, under s. 118.15 (5), that may be imposed on the parent or guardian if 
he or she fails to cause the child to attend school regularly as required under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and 
(am). 

   (cr) After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, shall notify the parent or guardian of a 
habitual truant of the habitual truant's unexcused absences as provided in the plan under s. 118.162 
(4)(a). After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, par. (c) does not apply. 

   (d) May visit any place of employment in the school district to ascertain whether any minors are 
employed there contrary to law. The officer shall require that school certificates and lists of minors who 
are employed there be produced for inspection, and shall report all cases of illegal employment to the 
proper school authorities and to the department of workforce development. 

   (e) Except as provided in par. (f), shall have access to information regarding the attendance of any child 
between the ages of 6 and 18 who is a resident of the school district or who claims or is claimed to be 
in attendance at a private school located in the school district. 

   (f) Shall request information regarding the attendance of any child between the ages of 6 and 18 who is 
a resident of the school district and who claims or is claimed to be in attendance at a tribal school, or 
who is not a resident of the school district and who claims or is claimed to be in attendance at a tribal 
school located in the school district. 

(2m) (a) A school district administrator may designate any of the following individuals to take a child who 
resides in the school district and who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under s. 
118.15 into custody under s. 938.19 (1m): 

      1. An employee of the school district who is directly involved in the provision of educational programs 
to the truant child. 

      2. An employee of the school district who is directly involved in the provision of a modified program or 
curriculum under s. 118.15 (1) (d), a program for children at risk under s. 118.153 or an alternative 
educational program under s. 119.82 or any other alternative educational program to children who 
attend the school attended by the truant child, if the school district administrator believes that the 
program or curriculum may be appropriate for the truant child. 

      3. A school social worker employed by the school district who provides services to children attending 
the school attended by the truant child, if the school district administrator believes that the services 
provided by the social worker may be appropriate for the truant child. 

      4. An employee of a social services agency who is directly involved in the provision of social services 
to the truant child or the child's family. 

      5. A school attendance officer, but only if the school attendance officer meets the criteria specified in 
subds. 1., 2. or 3. 

   (b) A designation under par. (a) shall be in writing and shall specifically identify the child whom the 
individual is authorized to take into custody. 

   (c) A school district administrator may not designate an individual under par. (a) unless the individual 
agrees to the designation in writing. 

   (d) A school district administrator who makes a designation under par. (a) shall provide each individual 
so designated with an identification card of a form determined by the school board. The designee shall 
carry the identification card on his or her person at all times while the designee is on official duty under 
s. 938.19 (1m) and shall exhibit the identification card to any person to whom the designee represents 
himself or herself as a person authorized to take a child into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). 

   (e) A school district administrator who makes a designation under par. (a) or the individual designated 
under par. (a) shall immediately attempt to notify, by personal contact or telephone call, the child's 



Wisconsin Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 45 

parent, guardian and legal custodian that the designation has been made and that the child may be 
taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). The school district administrator, or the designee, is not 
required to notify a parent, guardian or legal custodian under this paragraph if the parent, guardian or 
legal custodian is the person who requested that the child be taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). 

(3) All private schools shall keep a record containing the information required under ss. 115.30 (2) and 
120.18. The record shall be open to the inspection of school attendance officers at all reasonable times. 
When called upon by any school attendance officer, the school shall furnish, on forms supplied by the 
school attendance officer, the information required under ss. 115.30 (2) and 120.18 in regard to any child 
between the ages of 6 and 18 who is a resident of the school district or who claims or is claimed to be in 
attendance at the school. 
(4) (a) The school board shall establish a written attendance policy specifying the reasons for which 

pupils may be permitted to be absent from a public school under s. 118.15 and shall require the 
teachers employed in the school district to submit to the school attendance officer daily attendance 
reports on all pupils under their charge. 

   (b) No public school may deny a pupil credit in a course or subject solely because of the pupil's 
unexcused absences or suspensions from school. The attendance policy under par. (a) shall specify 
the conditions under which a pupil may be permitted to take examinations missed during absences, 
other than suspensions, and the conditions under which a pupil shall be permitted to take any quarterly, 
semester or grading period examinations and complete any course work missed during a period of 
suspension. 

   (c) The school board may establish policies which provide that as a consequence of a pupil's truancy 
the pupil may be assigned to detention or to a supervised, directed study program. The program need 
not be held during the regular school day. The policies under this paragraph shall specify the conditions 
under which credit may be given for work completed during the period of detention or assignment to a 
supervised, directed study program. A pupil shall be permitted to take any examinations missed during 
a period of assignment to a supervised, directed study program. 

   (cm) 
      1. The school board may establish policies which provide that a pupil of an age eligible for high school 

enrollment in the school district, as determined by the school board, may be assigned to a period of 
assessment as a consequence of the pupil's truancy or upon the pupil's return to school from 
placement in a correctional facility, mental health treatment facility, alcohol and other drug abuse 
treatment facility or other out-of-school placement. The policies shall specify the conditions under 
which a pupil may participate in the assessment without being in violation of s. 118.15 and the 
maximum length of time that a pupil may be assigned to an assessment period. 

      2. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment period without the written approval of the 
pupil's parent or guardian. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment period for longer 
than the time necessary to complete the assessment and place the pupil in an appropriate education 
program or 8 weeks, whichever is less. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment 
period more than once and may not assign a pupil to an assessment period if the school district has 
an alternative education program, as defined in s. 115.28 (7) (e) 1., available for the pupil that is 
appropriate for the pupil's needs. An assessment need not be conducted during the regular school 
day. 

      3. The goals of an assessment period are to develop an educational plan for the pupil, implement an 
appropriate transitional plan and facilitate the pupil's placement in an education program in which the 
pupil will be able to succeed. The school board shall provide pupils who are assigned to an 
assessment period with information on other education programs that the school district or other 
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community providers have available for the pupil. The assessment may include any of the following 
new or previously completed activities: 

         a. An assessment for problems with alcohol or other drugs. 
         b. An assessment of individual educational needs. 
         c. An assessment of whether the pupil is encountering problems in the community or at home that 

require intervention by a social worker. 
         d. A vocational assessment, which may include career counseling. 
         e. A medical assessment. 
   (d) The school board shall provide each pupil enrolled in the public schools in the district with a copy of 

the policies established under this subsection and shall file a copy of the policies in each school in the 
district. In addition, the school board shall make copies available upon request. 

   (e) Except as provided under s. 119.55, a school board may establish one or more youth service 
centers for the counseling of children who are taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1) (d) 10. for being 
absent from school without an acceptable excuse under s. 118.15. 

(5) Except as provided in sub. (5m), before any proceeding may be brought against a child under s. 
938.13 (6) for habitual truancy or under s. 938.125 (2) or 938.17 (2) for a violation of an ordinance 
enacted under s. 118.163 (2) or against the child's parent or guardian under s. 118.15 for failure to cause 
the child to attend school regularly, the school attendance officer shall provide evidence that appropriate 
school personnel in the school or school district in which the child is enrolled have, within the school year 
during which the truancy occurred, done all of the following: 
   (a) Met with the child's parent or guardian to discuss the child's truancy or attempted to meet with the 

child's parent or guardian and received no response or were refused. 
   (b) Provided an opportunity for educational counseling to the child to determine whether a change in the 

child's curriculum would resolve the child's truancy and have considered curriculum modifications under 
s. 118.15 (1) (d). 

   (c) Evaluated the child to determine whether learning problems may be a cause of the child's truancy 
and, if so, have taken steps to overcome the learning problems, except that the child need not be 
evaluated if tests administered to the child within the previous year indicate that the child is performing 
at his or her grade level. 

   (d) Conducted an evaluation to determine whether social problems may be a cause of the child's 
truancy and, if so, have taken appropriate action or made appropriate referrals. 

(5m) Subsection (5) (a) does not apply if a meeting under sub. (2) (cg) 3. is not held within 10 school days 
after the date that the notice under sub. (2) (cg) is sent. Subsection (5) (b), (c) and (d) does not apply if 
the school attendance officer provides evidence that appropriate school personnel were unable to carry 
out the activity due to the child's absences from school. 
(6) (a) If the school attendance officer receives evidence that activities under sub. (5) have been 

completed or were not required to be completed as provided in sub. (5m), the school attendance officer 
may do any of the following: 

      1. File information on any child who continues to be truant with the court assigned to exercise 
jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child under 
this subdivision does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under s. 
118.15 (5). 

      2. Refer the child to a teen court program if all of the following conditions apply: 
         a. The chief judge of the judicial administrative district has approved a teen court program 

established in the child's county of residence and has authorized the school attendance officer to 
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refer children to the teen court program and the school attendance officer determines that 
participation in the teen court program will likely benefit the child and the community. 

         b. The child and the child's parent, guardian and legal custodian consent to the child's participation 
in the teen court program. 

         c. The child has not successfully completed participation in a teen court program during the 2 years 
before the date on which the school attendance officer received evidence that activities under sub. 
(5) have been completed or were not completed due to the child's absence from school as provided 
in sub. (5m). 

   (b) If a child who is referred to a teen court program under par. (a) 2. is not eligible for participation in 
the teen court program or does not successfully complete participation in the teen court program, the 
person administering the teen court program shall file information on the child with the court assigned to 
exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child 
under this paragraph does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under 
s. 118.15 (5). 

(7) Any school district administrator, principal, teacher or school attendance officer who violates this 
section shall forfeit not less than $5 nor more than $25. 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(1) At least once every 4 years, in each county, the school district administrator of the school district 
which contains the county seat designated under s. 59.05, or his or her designee, shall convene a 
committee to review and make recommendations to the school boards of all of the school districts in the 
county on revisions to the school districts' truancy plans under sub. (4m). The committee shall consist of 
the following members:  
   (a) A representative from each school district in the county, designated by the school board of the 

school district that he or she represents, who may be a school board member, school administrator, 
teacher, pupil services professional or parent of a child enrolled in the school district. If the territory of a 
school district lies in more than one county, the school district shall have a representative on the 
committee for the county in which the largest portion of the school district's equalized valuation is 
located.  

   (am) A representative from each tribal school in the county, designated by the governing body of the 
tribal school that he or she represents, who may be a member of the tribal school governing body, 
school administrator, teacher, pupil services professional, or parent of a child enrolled in that tribal 
school.  

   (b) A representative of the office of the district attorney, designated by the district attorney.  
   (c) A representative of the sheriff's department, designated by the sheriff.  
   (d) A representative of the local law enforcement agency, other than the sheriff's department, with 

jurisdiction over the county seat, designated by the chief administrative officer of the law enforcement 
agency.  

   (e) A representative of the circuit court for the county, designated by the chief judge of the judicial 
administrative district.  

   (f) A representative of the county department of social services under s. 46.22, designated by the 
county social services director, or, if the duties of the department under s. 46.22 have been transferred 
to a department under s. 46.23, a representative of the county department of human services under s. 
46.23, designated by the county human services director.  

   (g) A representative of the juvenile court intake unit, designated by the county social services director, 
or, if the duties of the department under s. 46.22 have been transferred to a department under s. 46.23, 
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designated by the county human services director, or designated by the chief judge of the judicial 
administrative district.  

   (h) If a county department of human services has not been established under s. 46.23, a representative 
of a county department established under s. 51.42 or 51.437, designated by the director of the 
department established under s. 51.42 or 51.437.  

   (i) Any other member as determined by the committee.  
   (j) A parent of a pupil enrolled in a private school, who resides in a school district in the county, 

designated by the county board.  
   (k) A parent of a pupil enrolled in a public school, who resides in a school district in the county, 

designated by the county board.  
   (L) A parent of a pupil enrolled in a home-based private educational program, who resides in a school 

district in the county, designated by the county board.  
   (m) A parent of a pupil enrolled in a tribal school located in the county, who resides in the county, 

designated by the county board.  
(2) The district attorney representative on the committee shall participate in reviewing and developing any 
recommendations regarding revisions to the portions of the school districts' plans under sub. (4) (e).  
(3) The committee shall write a report to accompany the recommendations under sub. (1). The report 
shall include a description of the factors that contribute to truancy in the county and a description of any 
state statutes, municipal ordinances or school, social services, law enforcement, district attorney, court or 
other policies that contribute to or inhibit the response to truancy in the county. A copy of the report shall 
be submitted to each of the entities identified in sub. (1) (b) to (h) and any other entity designating 
members on the committee under sub. (1) (i).  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (a) Procedures to be followed for notifying the parents or guardians of the unexcused absences of 

habitual truants under s. 118.16 (2) (cr) and for meeting and conferring with such parents or guardians.  
   (b) Plans and procedures for identifying truant children of all ages and returning them to school, 

including the identity of school personnel to whom a truant child shall be returned.  
   (c) Methods to increase and maintain public awareness of and involvement in responding to truancy 

within the school district.  
   (d) The immediate response to be made by school personnel when a truant child is returned to school.  
   (e) The types of truancy cases to be referred to the district attorney for the filing of information under s. 

938.24 or prosecution under s. 118.15 (5) and the time periods within which the district attorney will 
respond to and take action on the referrals.  

   (f) Plans and procedures to coordinate the responses to the problems of habitual truants, as defined 
under s. 118.16 (1) (a), with public and private social services agencies.  

   (g) Methods to involve the truant child's parent or guardian in dealing with and solving the child's 
truancy problem.  

(4m) At least once every 2 years, each school board shall review and, if appropriate, revise the truancy 
plan adopted by the school board under sub. (4).  

118.163 Municipal truancy and school dropout ordinances.  
(1) In this section:  
   (a) "Dropout" has the meaning given in s. 118.153 (1) (b).  
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   (b) "Habitual truant" has the meaning given in s. 118.16 (1) (a).  
   (c) "Operating privilege" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (40).  
   (d) "Truant" means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under ss. 118.15 

and 118.16 (4) for part or all of any day on which school is held during a school semester.  
(1m) A county, city, village or town may enact an ordinance prohibiting a person under 18 years of age 
from being a truant. The ordinance shall provide which of the following dispositions are available to the 
court:  
   (a) An order for the person to attend school.  
   (b) A forfeiture of not more than $50 plus costs for a first violation, or a forfeiture of not more than $100 

plus costs for any 2nd or subsequent violation committed within 12 months of a previous violation, 
subject to s. 938.37 and subject to a maximum cumulative forfeiture amount of not more than $500 for 
all violations committed during a school semester. All or part of the forfeiture plus costs may be 
assessed against the person, the parents or guardian of the person, or both.  

   (c) An order for the person to report to a youth report center after school, in the evening, on weekends, 
on other nonschool days, or at any other time that the person is not under immediate adult supervision, 
for participation in the social, behavioral, academic, community service, and other programming of the 
center as described in s. 938.342 (1d) (c).  

(2) A county, city, village or town may enact an ordinance prohibiting a person under 18 years of age from 
being a habitual truant. The ordinance shall provide which of the following dispositions are available to the 
court:  
   (a) Suspension of the person's operating privilege for not less than 30 days nor more than one year. 

The court may take possession of any suspended license. If the court takes possession of a license, it 
shall destroy the license. The court shall forward to the department of transportation a notice stating the 
reason for and the duration of the suspension.  

   (b) An order for the person to participate in counseling or a supervised work program or other 
community service work as described in s. 938.34 (5g). The costs of any such counseling, supervised 
work program or other community service work may be assessed against the person, the parents or 
guardian of the person, or both. Any county department of human services or social services, 
community agency, public agency or nonprofit charitable organization administering a supervised work 
program or other community service work to which a person is assigned pursuant to an order under this 
paragraph acting in good faith has immunity from any civil liability in excess of $25,000 for any act or 
omission by or impacting on that person.  

   (c) An order for the person to remain at home except during hours in which the person is attending 
religious worship or a school program, including travel time required to get to and from the school 
program or place of worship. The order may permit a person to leave his or her home if the person is 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.  

   (d) An order for the person to attend an educational program as described in s. 938.34 (7d).  
   (e) An order for the department of workforce development to revoke, under s. 103.72, a permit under s. 

103.70 authorizing the employment of the person.  
   (f) An order for the person to be placed in a teen court program as described in s. 938.342 (1g) (f).  
   (g) An order for the person to attend school.  
   (h) A forfeiture of not more than $500 plus costs, subject to s. 938.37. All or part of the forfeiture plus 

costs may be assessed against the person, the parents or guardian of the person, or both.  
   (i) Any other reasonable conditions consistent with this subsection, including a curfew, restrictions as to 

going to or remaining on specified premises and restrictions on associating with other children or adults.  
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   (j) An order placing the person under formal or informal supervision, as described in s. 938.34 (2), for 
up to one year.  

   (k) An order for the person's parent, guardian or legal custodian to participate in counseling at the 
parent's, guardian's or legal custodian's own expense or to attend school with the person, or both.  

   (L) An order for the person to report to a youth report center after school, in the evening, on weekends, 
on other nonschool days, or at any other time that the person is not under immediate adult supervision, 
for participation in the social, behavioral, academic, community service, and other programming of the 
center as described in s. 938.342 (1g) (k).  

(2m)(a) A county, city, village or town may enact an ordinance permitting a court to suspend the operating 
privilege of a person who is at least 16 years of age but less than 18 years of age and is a dropout. The 
ordinance shall provide that the court may suspend the person's operating privilege until the person 
reaches the age of 18. The court may take possession of any suspended license. If the court takes 
possession of a license, it shall destroy the license. The court shall forward to the department of 
transportation a notice stating the reason for and the duration of the suspension.  
   (b) A court may order a school district to provide to the court a list of all persons who are known to the 

school district to be dropouts and who reside within the county in which the circuit court is located or the 
municipality in which the municipal court is located. Upon request, the department of transportation 
shall assist the court to determine which dropouts have operating privileges.  

(3) An ordinance enacted by a county under sub. (1m), (2) or (2m) is applicable and may be enforced in 
that part of any city or village located in the county and in any town located in the county regardless of 
whether the city, village or town has enacted an ordinance under sub. (1m), (2) or (2m).  
(4) A person who is under 17 years of age on the date of disposition is subject to s. 938.342. 

119.82. Alternative educational programs for learnfare pupils. 
(1m) Upon the request of the child or the child's parent or guardian, the board shall provide an alternative 
educational program for any child who resides in the city and satisfies all of the following: 
   (a) Is at least 13 years of age but not more than 18 years of age. 
   (b) Is receiving aid to families with dependent children under s. 49.19 or is a member of a Wisconsin 

works group, as defined in s. 49.141 (1) (s), with a member who is participating in Wisconsin works 
under s. 49.147 (3) to (5). 

   (c) Has been or is being sanctioned under s. 49.26 (1) (h). 
(2m) Programs under sub. (1m) shall be designed to meet the high school graduation requirements under 
s. 118.33. 

948.45. Contributing to truancy. 
(1) Except as provided in sub. (2), any person 17 years of age or older who, by any act or omission, 
knowingly encourages or contributes to the truancy, as defined under s. 118.16 (1) (c), of a person 17 
years of age or under is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person who has under his or her control a child who has been 
sanctioned under s. 49.26 (1) (h). 
(3) An act or omission contributes to the truancy of a child, whether or not the child is adjudged to be in 
need of protection or services, if the natural and probable consequences of that act or omission would be 
to cause the child to be truant. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Substance use 

LAWS 

118.01. Educational goals and expectations. 
(2) Educational goals. 
   (d) Personal development. Each school board shall provide an instructional program designed to give 

pupils: 
      6. Knowledge of the prevention of accidents and promotion of safety on the public highways, including 

instruction on the relationship between highway safety and the use of alcohol and controlled 
substances under ch. 961. 

      7. The skills needed to make sound decisions, knowledge of the conditions which may cause and the 
signs of suicidal tendencies, knowledge of the relationship between youth suicide and the use of 
alcohol and controlled substances under ch. 961 and knowledge of the available community youth 
suicide prevention and intervention services. Instruction shall be designed to help prevent suicides by 
pupils by promoting the positive emotional development of pupils. 

118.126. Privileged communications. 
(1) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker and nurse, and any teacher or administrator 
designated by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, shall keep 
confidential information received from a pupil that the pupil or another pupil is using or is experiencing 
problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs unless: 
   (a) The pupil using or experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs consents 

in writing to disclosure of the information; 
   (b) The school psychologist, counselor, social worker, nurse, teacher or administrator has reason to 

believe that there is serious and imminent danger to the health, safety or life of any person and that 
disclosure of the information to another person will alleviate the serious and imminent danger. No more 
information than is required to alleviate the serious and imminent danger may be disclosed; or 

   (c) The information is required to be reported under s.  
(2) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker or nurse, or any teacher or administrator designated 
by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, who in good faith discloses 
or fails to disclose information under sub. (1) is immune from civil liability for such acts or omissions. This 
subsection does not apply to information required to be reported under s.  

118.45. Tests for alcohol use.  
A school board employee or agent, or law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 102.475 (8) (c), authorized 
by a public school board may require a public school pupil, including a charter school pupil, to provide 
one or more samples of his or her breath for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol in the 
pupil's breath whenever the authorized employee, agent or officer has reasonable suspicion that the pupil 
is under the influence of alcohol while the pupil is in any of the circumstances listed in s. 125.09 (2) (b) 1. 
to 3. The authorized employee, agent or officer shall use a breath screening device approved by the 
department of transportation for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol in a person's breath 
to determine if alcohol is present in the pupil's breath. The results of the breath screening device or the 
fact that a pupil refused to submit to breath testing shall be made available for use in any hearing or 
proceeding regarding the discipline, suspension or expulsion of a student due to alcohol use. No school 
board may require a pupil to provide one or more samples of his or her breath for the purpose of 
determining the presence of alcohol in the pupil's breath until the school board has adopted written 
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policies regarding disciplines or treatments that will result from being under the influence of alcohol while 
on school premises or from refusing to submit to breath testing to determine the presence of alcohol in 
the pupil's breath. 

120.12. School board duties.  
The school board of a common or union high school district shall: 
   (20) Prohibition of tobacco. Prohibit the use of all tobacco products on premises owned or rented by, or 

under the control of, a school board, except that the school board may allow the use of tobacco 
products on premises owned by the school district and rented to another person for noneducational 
purposes. 

125.09. General restrictions. 
(1) Public place. No owner, lessee, or person in charge of a public place may permit the consumption of 
alcohol beverages on the premises of the public place, unless the person has an appropriate retail license 
or permit. This subsection does not apply to municipalities, buildings and parks owned by counties, 
regularly established athletic fields and stadiums, school buildings, campuses of private colleges, as 
defined in s. 16.99 (3g), at the place and time an event sponsored by the private college is being held, 
churches, premises in a state fair park or clubs. 
(2) Possession of alcohol beverages on school grounds prohibited. 
   (a) In this subsection: 
      1. "Motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle owned, rented or consigned to a school. 
      2. "School" means a public school, a parochial or private school, or a tribal school, as defined in s. 

115.001 (15m), which provides an educational program for one or more grades between grades 1 
and 12 and which is commonly known as an elementary school, middle school, junior high school, 
senior high school, or high school. 

      3. "School administrator" means the person designated by the governing body of a school as 
ultimately responsible for the ordinary operations of a school. 

      4. "School premises" means premises owned, rented or under the control of a school. 
   (b) Except as provided by par. (c) no person may possess or consume alcohol beverages: 
      1. On school premises; 
      2. In a motor vehicle, if a pupil attending the school is in the motor vehicle; or 
      3. While participating in a school-sponsored activity. 
   (c) Alcohol beverages may be possessed or consumed on school premises, in motor vehicles or by 

participants in school-sponsored activities if specifically permitted in writing by the school administrator 
consistent with applicable laws, ordinances and school board policies. 

   (d) A person who violates this subsection is subject to a forfeiture of not more than $200, except that ss. 
125.07 (4) (c) and (d) and 938.344 provide the penalties applicable to underage persons. 

(3) Place-to-place deliveries. No person may peddle any alcohol beverage from house to house where 
the sale and delivery are made concurrently. 
(6) Municipal stores. No municipality may engage in the sale of alcohol beverages, except as authorized 
under s. 125.26 (6). This subsection does not apply to municipal stores in operation on November 6, 
1969. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Bullying, harassment, or hazing 

LAWS 

118.02. Special observance days.  
On the following days when school is held or, if the day falls on a Saturday or Sunday, on a school day 
immediately preceding or following the respective day, the day shall be appropriately observed: 
   (9t) Wednesday of the 4th week in September, Bullying Awareness Day. 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      1. A definition of bullying.  
      2. A prohibition on bullying.  
      3. A procedure for reporting bullying that allows reports to be made confidentially. 
      4. A prohibition against a pupil retaliating against another pupil for reporting an incident of bullying. 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

      6. A requirement that school district officials and employees report incidents of bullying and identify 
the persons to whom the reports must be made. 

      7. A list of disciplinary alternatives for pupils that engage in bullying or who retaliate against a pupil 
who reports an incident of bullying. 

      8. An identification of the school-related events at which the policy applies.  
      9. An identification of the property owned, leased, or used by the school district on which the policy 

applies. 
      10. An identification of the vehicles used for pupil transportation on which the policy applies. 
   (b) Develop a model education and awareness program on bullying.  
   (c) Post the model policy under par. (a) and the model program under par. (b) on its Internet site. 
(2) By August 15, 2010, each school board shall adopt a policy prohibiting bullying by pupils. The school 
board may adopt the model policy under sub. (1) (a). The school board shall provide a copy of the policy 
to any person who requests it. Annually, the school board shall distribute the policy to all pupils enrolled in 
the school district and to their parents or guardians. 

948.51. Hazing. 
(1) In this section "forced activity" means any activity which is a condition of initiation or admission into or 
affiliation with an organization, regardless of a student's willingness to participate in the activity. 
(2) No person may intentionally or recklessly engage in acts which endanger the physical health or safety 
of a student for the purpose of initiation or admission into or affiliation with any organization operating in 
connection with a school, college or university. Under those circumstances, prohibited acts may include 
any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping, beating, branding, forced consumption of any food, 
liquor, drug or other substance, forced confinement or any other forced activity which endangers the 
physical health or safety of the student. 
(3) Whoever violates sub. (2) is guilty of: 
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   (a) A Class A misdemeanor if the act results in or is likely to result in bodily harm to another. 
   (b) A Class H felony if the act results in great bodily harm to another. 
   (c) A Class G felony if the act results in the death of another. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Other special infractions or conditions 

LAWS 

118.134. Race-based nicknames, logos, mascots, and team names. 
(1) Notwithstanding s. 118.13 and except as provided in sub. (3m), a school district resident may object to 
the use of a race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team name by the school board of that school district 
by filing a complaint containing a number of signatures of school district electors equal to at least 10 
percent of the school district's membership, as defined in s. 121.004 (5), with the state superintendent. A 
signature on a complaint is valid only if the signature is obtained within the 120-day period before the 
complaint is filed with the state superintendent. The state superintendent shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Notify the school board of the receipt of the complaint and direct the school board to submit, if 

applicable, any of the information under sub. (1m) (a). 
   (b) Except as provided in sub. (1m), refer the complaint to the division of hearings and appeals for a 

contested case hearing. The division of hearings and appeals shall schedule a hearing on the referred 
complaint with reasonable promptness. 

(1m) 
   (a) The state superintendent may determine that no contested case hearing is necessary if, no later 

than 10 days after being notified of the receipt of the complaint, the school board submits evidence to 
the state superintendent that demonstrates all of the following: 

      2. A federally recognized American Indian tribe that has historical ties to this state has entered into an 
agreement with the school board under which the tribe grants approval to the school board to refer to, 
depict, or portray the tribe or American Indians, in general, in a specific nickname, logo, or mascot or 
to use the name of the tribe or American Indians, in general, as a team name in the specific manner 
used by the school board. 

      3. The use of the nickname, logo, mascot, or team name that has been approved by a tribe under 
subd. 2. is the use to which the school district resident objects in the complaint filed under sub. (1). 

   (b) If the state superintendent determines that a contested case hearing is not necessary, the state 
superintendent shall notify the school district resident who filed the complaint under sub. (1) and the 
school board of his or her decision in writing. A decision under this paragraph is subject to judicial 
review under ch. 227. 

(2) At the hearing, the school district resident who filed the complaint under sub. (1) has the burden of 
proving by clear and convincing evidence that the use of the race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team 
name promotes discrimination, pupil harassment, or stereotyping, as defined by the state superintendent 
by rule. 
(3) 
   (a) The division of hearings and appeals shall issue a decision and order within 45 days after the 

hearing. If the division of hearings and appeals finds that the use of the race-based nickname, logo, 
mascot, or team name does not promote discrimination, pupil harassment, or stereotyping, the division 
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of hearings and appeals shall dismiss the complaint. Except as provided in pars. (b) and (d), if the 
division of hearings and appeals finds that the use of the race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team 
name promotes discrimination, pupil harassment, or stereotyping, the division of hearings and appeals 
shall order the school board to terminate its use of the race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team 
name within 12 months after issuance of the order. 

   (b) 
      1. In this paragraph, "extenuating circumstances" includes circumstances in which the costs of 

compliance with an order issued under par. (a) pose an undue financial burden on the school district 
and circumstances in which the work or the requirements for bidding a contract to complete the work 
required to bring the school district into compliance with the order issued under par. (a) cannot be 
completed within 12 months after the issuance of the order. 

      2. 
         a. If, at the hearing under sub. (2) or after a decision and order have been issued under par. (a), the 

school board presents evidence to the division of hearings and appeals that extenuating 
circumstances render full compliance with the decision and order within 12 months after the 
issuance of that decision and order impossible or impracticable, the division of hearings and 
appeals may issue an order to extend the time within which the school board must terminate its use 
of the race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team name. Except as provided in subd. 2. b., the 
extension may not exceed 24 months and shall apply only to those portions of the decision and 
order to which extenuating circumstances apply. 

         b. The division of hearings and appeals may extend the time granted to a school board under subd. 
2. a. if the school board presents evidence to the division of hearings and appeals that compliance 
with a portion of the decision and order issued under par. (a) may be accomplished through a 
regularly scheduled maintenance program and that the cost of compliance with that portion of the 
decision and order exceeds $5,000. The extension granted under this subd. 2. b. may not exceed 
96 months and applies only to that portion of the decision and order with which compliance will be 
accomplished through the regularly scheduled maintenance program and that costs more than 
$5,000. 

   (c) Decisions under this subsection are subject to judicial review under ch. 227. The venue for a 
proceeding to review a decision under this section is the circuit court in any county in which territory of 
the school district is located. 

   (d) No school district is required to comply with a decision and order issued under this subsection 
before December 21, 2013, to terminate the use of a race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team 
name. 

(3m) A pupil attending a public school in a nonresident school district under s. 118.50 or 118.51 may not 
file a complaint under sub. (1) in which the pupil objects to the use of a race-based nickname, logo, 
mascot, or team name by the school board of the nonresident school district. 
(3r) A school district may not be a member of an interscholastic athletic association that prohibits the use 
of a nickname, logo, mascot, or team name on the basis that the nickname, logo, mascot, or team name 
is race-based unless the use of the nickname, logo, mascot, or team name violates a decision and order 
issued under sub. (3) on or after December 21, 2013. 
(4) 
   (a) Except as provided in par. (b), the state superintendent shall promulgate rules necessary to 

implement and administer this section. 
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   (b) The state superintendent may not promulgate a rule that creates a presumption that a nickname, 
logo, mascot, or team name is race-based or promotes discrimination, pupil harassment, or 
stereotyping. 

(5) Any school board that uses a race-based nickname, logo, mascot, or team name in violation of sub. 
(3) shall forfeit not less than $100 nor more than $1,000. Each day of use of the race-based nickname, 
logo, mascot, or team name in violation of sub. (3) constitutes a separate violation. The state 
superintendent may not assess or collect a forfeiture under this subsection for a use that violates a 
decision and order issued under sub. (3) before December 21, 2013. 

118.258. Electronic communication devices prohibited. 
(1) Each school board may adopt rules prohibiting a pupil from using or possessing an electronic 
communication device while on premises owned or rented by or under the control of a public school. 
(2) Annually, if the school board adopts rules under sub. (1), it shall provide each pupil enrolled in the 
school district with a copy of the rules. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Prevention and Behavioral Interventions (Non-Punitive) 

Prevention 

LAWS 

115.36 Assistance to schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs. 
(1) The purpose of this section is to enable and encourage public, private, and tribal schools to develop 
comprehensive programs to prevent or ameliorate alcohol and other drug abuse among minors.  
(2) The department shall:  
   (a) Develop and conduct training programs for the professional staff of public, private, and tribal schools 

in alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and instruction programs.  
   (b) Provide consultation and technical assistance to public, private, and tribal schools for the 

development and implementation of alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and 
instruction programs.  

   (c) Provide fellowship grants to support advanced training or education in comprehensive school health 
and alcohol and other drug abuse education.  

   (d) Provide access to informational resources for alcohol and other drug abuse education programs and 
services including, but not limited to:  

      1. The screening, revision and evaluation of available information resources.  
      2. The establishment of a central depository and loan program for high cost informational resources.  
      3. The systematic dissemination of information concerning available resources to appropriate public, 

private, and tribal school staff.  
   (e) Create a council under s. 15.04 (1) (c) to advise the department concerning the administration of this 

section.  
(3)(a) The department shall, from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (kd), fund school district projects 
designed to assist minors experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs or to 
prevent alcohol or other drug abuse by minors. The department shall:  
      1. Administer grant application and disbursement of funds.  
      2. Monitor program implementation.  
      3. Assist in and ensure evaluation of projects.  
      4. Report biennially in its report under s. 15.04 (1) (d) on program progress and project evaluation.  
      5. Promulgate necessary rules for the implementation of this subsection.  
   (b) Grants under this subsection may not be used to replace funding available from other sources.  
   (c) Grants under this subsection may be made only where there is a matching fund contribution from 

the local area in which a program is designed to operate of 20% of the amount of the grant obtained 
under this subsection. Private funds and in-kind contribution may be applied to meet the requirement of 
this paragraph.  

   (d) A school district applying for aid under this subsection shall submit a copy of the application to the 
county department under s. 51.42 for its advisory review. The county department under s. 51.42 may, 
and the council established under sub. (2) (e) shall, submit an advisory recommendation with respect to 
the application to the department prior to the approval or denial of the application.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/15.04(1)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.255(2)(kd)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/15.04(1)(d)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/51.42
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/51.42
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/115.36(2)(e)
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118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      1. A definition of bullying. 
      2. A prohibition on bullying. 
      3. A procedure for reporting bullying that allows reports to be made confidentially. 
      4. A prohibition against a pupil retaliating against another pupil for reporting an incident of bullying. 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

      6. A requirement that school district officials and employees report incidents of bullying and identify 
the persons to whom the reports must be made. 

      7. A list of disciplinary alternatives for pupils that engage in bullying or who retaliate against a pupil 
who reports an incident of bullying. 

      8. An identification of the school-related events at which the policy applies. 
      9. An identification of the property owned, leased, or used by the school district on which the policy 

applies. 
      10. An identification of the vehicles used for pupil transportation on which the policy applies. 
   (b) Develop a model education and awareness program on bullying. 
   (c) Post the model policy under par. (a) and the model program under par. (b) on its Internet site. 

REGULATIONS 

PI 32.01. Purpose. 
(1) Under s. 115.36 (1), Stats., public and private schools are encouraged to develop comprehensive 
kindergarten through grade 12 programs to prevent or ameliorate alcohol and other drug abuse among 
minors. 
(2) Under s. 115.36 (3), Stats., the department shall fund school district projects designed to assist minors 
experiencing problems resulting from alcohol or other drug use or to prevent alcohol and drug use by 
minors. 
(3)Under s. 115.361, Stats., the department shall award grants to school boards to fund an alcohol and 
other drug abuse prevention and intervention program. 
(4)This chapter sets forth characteristics of a comprehensive kindergarten through grade 12 program 
including criteria and procedures in awarding grants under s. 115.36, Stats. 

PI 32.02. Definitions.  
In this chapter: 
   (1) "AODA program" means a comprehensive kindergarten through grade 12 alcohol and other drug 

abuse program as described in s. PI 32.03. 
   (2) "CESA" means a cooperative educational service agency created in ch. 116, Stats. 
   (3) "Community–based organization" means a private, non-profit organization which is representative of 

a community or a significant segment of a community and which provides educational and job training 
services. 

   (4) "Council" has the meaning given in s. 115.36 (2) (e), Stats. 
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   (5) "County department of community programs" means the county department of community programs 
appointed under s. 51.42 (3) (a), Stats. 

   (6) "Department" means the Wisconsin department of public instruction. 
   (7) "Intervention" means efforts to respond to and provide appropriate assistance to students 

experiencing health and safety problems including alcohol and other drug abuse. 
   (8) "Membership" has the meaning given in s. 121.004 (5), Stats. 
   (9) "Prevention" means efforts to provide pupils appropriate information and developmental experiences 

necessary to make personally and socially responsible decisions regarding their own alcohol and other 
drug use and non–use and other health and safety factors and to cope effectively with the personal and 
social results of health and safety decisions made by others. Prevention includes efforts to develop 
assets which can be used to overcome challenges and set-backs and to help students become positive, 
caring, responsible and productive citizens. 

   (10) "Pupil assistance program," also referred to as a student assistance program, means an alcohol 
and other drug abuse support program involving pupils with health and safety problems and concerns in 
individual or group settings operating under conditions established by school board policy, rules and 
responsibilities. 

   (11) "School board" has the meaning defined in s. 115.001 (7), Stats. 
   (12) "State superintendent" means the state superintendent of public instruction for the state of 

Wisconsin. 

PI 32.03. Comprehensive kindergarten through grade 12 AODA programs, application 
requirements, and awarding of grants. 
(1) Aoda program policies. Except projects funded under s. PI 32.04, a school board conducting an 
AODA program shall establish policies and procedures that clearly articulate how the program will 
operate. In developing policies under this section, a school board shall consider requiring any of the 
following: 
   (a) That administrators and teachers designated to engage in AODA programs under s. 118.126, Stats., 

have received appropriate training and are aware of the requirements of s. 118.126, Stats. 
   (b) Provide for cooperative arrangements with the county department of community programs regarding 

the availability of AODA services as specified under s. 118.24 (2) (f), Stats. 
   (c) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 

school board are aware of the provisions under s. 118.257, Stats., pertaining to liability for referral to 
police, when referring pupils to law enforcement authorities for removal from school grounds or school 
sponsored activities as a result of suspicion of possession or consumption of an alcoholic beverage or 
controlled substance. 

   (d) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.258, Stats., pertaining to the prohibition of electronic 
communications devices and that pupils are annually provided with a copy of the board's rules 
pertaining to this prohibition. 

   (e) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 120.12 (20), Stats., pertaining to prohibiting the use of all 
tobacco products on school premises. 

   (f) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 125.09, Stats., pertaining to the prohibition of alcohol 
beverages on school grounds. 
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   (g) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.125, Stats., pertaining to the maintenance and 
confidentiality of certain types of pupil records. 

   (h) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.45, Stats., pertaining to use of portable breath 
testing devices with pupils suspected of consuming alcohol or being under the influence of alcohol at 
school or a school sponsored event. 

(2) Aoda program content. Under s. 115.36 (1), Stats., every public and private school is encouraged to 
develop AODA programs to prevent or ameliorate alcohol and other drug abuse among minors. Section 
115.36 (3), Stats., provide for grants to assist school districts in developing or supplementing AODA 
programs. An AODA program under this section may include any of the following: 
   (a) Curriculum and instruction that meets all of the requirements of s. 118.01 (2) (d) 2. c. and 6., Stats., 

and which does all of the following: 
      1. Provides accurate and up-to-date information on health promotion and risk behaviors. 
      2. Provides accurate information about youth attitudes and behaviors about AODA and related youth 

risk behaviors. 
      3. Provides a strong focus on life skill development, such as decision making, goal setting and 

communication skills. 
      4. Emphasizes key concepts that cut across many health and safety issues. 
      5. Provides multiple instructional strategies. 
      6. Is developmentally appropriate and builds on a pupil's prior knowledge. 
      7. Provides a sense of safety and community in the classroom. 
      8. Provides clear and consistent messages. 
      9. Involves parents and guardians in instructional programs. 
   (b) A written school district policy which supports comprehensive alcohol and other drug abuse 

programming including pupil assistance programs, curriculum, instruction, staff development and youth 
oriented activities. The policies shall be widely publicized and be in accordance with appropriate state 
and federal laws. 

   (c) Programs for pupils including pupil assistance programs, peer programs, student clubs, and drug 
free alternatives. 

   (d) Programs for adults including staff development, employee assistance and wellness programs, and 
parent and community education. 

   (e) Integration of community resources and support services including, but not limited to, human 
services providers, private treatment providers, law enforcement officers, and judicial personnel. 

   (f) Access to a collaborative pupil service team made up of school counselors, social workers, nurses 
and psychologists. 

   (g) An AODA program coordinator who is provided with appropriate time and training. 
   (h) Ongoing monitoring, assessment and evaluation of AODA program activities. 
   (i) Strategies to develop comprehensive school health programs which include, but are not limited to, a 

police-school partnership project, a family support project providing parenting skills and family cohesion 
building strategies, after school and summer school tutorial services, student assistance programs, 
youth-led prevention activities, any other strategy approved by the state superintendent to meet the 
statutory objectives of prevention or amelioration of alcohol and drug use by minors. A school district 
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may enter into contracts with public or private non-profit agencies to collaborate on family support 
programs that include parenting skills and family cohesion building strategies. 

(3) Grant application requirements. A school board or a school board in cooperation with another school 
board under an agreement under s. 66.0301, Stats.; or a CESA board under s. 116.032, Stats.; may 
apply for a grant under this section. Maximum awards for consortium projects shall be determined by the 
superintendent as described under sub. (4) (a). Annually, an applicant under this section shall submit all 
of the following information to the department in its grant application: 
   (a) Evidence of the need for the grant. 
   (b) The name of the AODA program coordinator, and evidence that the AODA program coordinator 

holds a current license issued by the department under ch. PI 34. 
   (c) A description of how the proposed program activities will be integrated with the school district's 

current AODA program as specified in s. PI 32.03, as well as other school improvement strategies. 
   (d) An outline of the proposed program objectives, activities, and related timelines. The program's 

objectives shall be measurable. 
   (e) A description of how the proposed program will be evaluated. The description shall contain outcome 

evaluations. 
   (f) A description of how the program activities will continue after the grant period is completed. 
   (g) A description of how the strategies and activities contained in the proposal contribute to the 

prevention or amelioration of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse. 
   (h) A description of the collaborative development of the proposal, including the individuals that 

participated in the process. 
   (i) A description of the resources and funds necessary to implement the project and how the matching 

fund contribution of 20% will be met. Private and in–kind contributions may be applied to meet this 
requirement. 

   (j) An assurance that the grant applicant will not use the funds to supplant any funds which are 
otherwise available for the proposed project. 

   (k) Evidence that the grant applicant submitted a copy of the proposed project to the county department 
of community programs for advisory review. 

(4) Review of applications and awarding of grants. 
   (a) The state superintendent, annually, shall establish funding limits for programs under this section 

based on the amount appropriated for the program under s. 20.255 (2) (kd), Stats., using the criteria 
specified under par. (c) 2. The state superintendent shall inform school districts of the funding limits by 
letter which will accompany application materials. 

   (b) The council under s. 115.36 (2) (e), Stats., shall review the applications submitted under this section 
and make recommendations to the state superintendent regarding the funding of school district 
applications. These recommendations shall be based on the criteria specified in par. (c). 

   (c)1. The state superintendent shall review the applications submitted under this section and consider 
the recommendations made by the council under par. (b) to determine which of the applications 
eligible for funding will receive grants. The state superintendent shall make this determination based 
on the following primary criteria: 

         a. The extent to which the goals, objectives and activities relate to the purpose of the proposed 
program. 

         b. The extent to which the proposed program activities will assist the district in meeting the 
requirements of this section. 
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         c. The local capacity to sustain program activities. 
         d. The extent to which programs are innovative or exemplary and may serve as a model for other 

school districts. 
      2. Secondary criteria in awarding grants shall, to the extent possible, include the following: 
         a. The grants shall be distributed equally throughout the state. 
         b. The grants shall be awarded to school districts of varying sizes, as determined by membership. 
[Note: PI-1816, Application – Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Program Grant, may be obtained at no 
charge from the Department of Public Instruction, P. O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841.] 

PI 32.04. Student mini grants. 
(1)  Grant application requirements. 
   (a) A school district may apply for a grant for an AODA education and related youth risk behaviors 

education, prevention and intervention activities program designed by the pupils enrolled in the school 
district. A grant under this section may not exceed $1,000. Annually, an applicant under this section 
shall submit all of the following information to the department in its grant application: 

      1. A description of the program to be developed and implemented by pupils and whether the program 
is being implemented at a building, district, or community level. 

      2. An outline of the proposed program goals, objectives, activities, personnel involved, material to be 
developed or needed, and related timelines. 

      3. A description on how the proposed activities will be evaluated to determine the extent to which the 
objectives were met. 

      4. A budget that describes how grant funds will be used. 
(2) Review of applications and awarding of grants. The state superintendent shall review applications 
submitted under this section and determine which of the applications eligible for funding will receive 
grants. The state superintendent shall make this determination based on all of the following criteria. 
   (a) The extent to which the goals, objectives and activities relate to the purpose of the proposed 

program. 
   (b) The extent to which program activities have an educational focus. 
   (c) Evidence that the proposal was developed and will be implemented by youth. 
[Note: PI-2391, Application – Student Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Mini-Grant, may be obtained at no 
charge from the Department of Public Instruction, P. O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841.] 

Behavioral interventions and student support services 

LAWS 

115.36. Assistance to schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs. 
(2) The department shall: 
   (b) Provide consultation and technical assistance to public, private, and tribal schools for the 

development and implementation of alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and 
instruction programs. 

   (c) Provide fellowship grants to support advanced training or education in comprehensive school health 
and alcohol and other drug abuse education. 
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   (d) Provide access to informational resources for alcohol and other drug abuse education programs and 
services including, but not limited to: 

      1. The screening, revision and evaluation of available information resources. 
      2. The establishment of a central depository and loan program for high cost informational resources. 
      3. The systematic dissemination of information concerning available resources to appropriate public, 

private, and tribal school staff. 

118.15. Compulsory school attendance. 
(5)(a) 2. The court may require a person who is subject to subd. 1. to perform community service work for 
a public agency or a nonprofit charitable organization in lieu of the penalties specified under subd. 1. Any 
organization or agency to which a defendant is assigned pursuant to an order under this subdivision 
acting in good faith has immunity from any civil liability in excess of $25,000 for any act or omission by or 
impacting on the defendant. 
   (am) The court may order any person who violates this section to participate in counseling at the 

person's own expense or to attend school with his or her child, or both. 

118.153. Children at risk of not graduating from high school. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Children at risk" means pupils in grades 5 to 12 who are at risk of not graduating from high school 

because they are dropouts or are 2 or more of the following: 
      1m. One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school credits attained. 
      2. Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels. 
      2m. Habitual truants, as defined in s. 118.16 (1) (a). 
      3. Parents. 
      4. Adjudicated delinquents. 
      5. Eighth grade pupils whose score in each subject area on the examination administered under s. 

118.30 (1m) (am) 1. or 118.301 (3) was below the basic level, 8th grade pupils who failed the 
examination administered under s. 118.30 (1m) (am) 2. or 118.301 (3), and 8th grade pupils who 
failed to be promoted to the 9th grade. 

   (b) "Dropout" means a child who ceased to attend school, does not attend a public, private, or tribal 
school, technical college, or home-based private educational program on a full-time basis, has not 
graduated from high school, and does not have an acceptable excuse under s. 118.15 (1) (b) to (d) or 
(3). 

(2)  
   (a) Every school board shall identify the children at risk who are enrolled in the school district and 

annually by August 15 develop a plan describing how the school board will meet their needs. 
   (b) If in the previous school year a school district had 30 or more dropouts or a dropout rate exceeding 

5% of its total high school enrollment, the school board may apply to the state superintendent for aid 
under this section. 

(3)  
   (a) 
      1. Every school board that applies for aid under sub. (2) (b) shall make available to the children at risk 

enrolled in the school district a program for children at risk. 
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      2. Upon request of a pupil who is a child at risk or the pupil's parent or guardian, a school board 
described under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil in the program for children at risk. If the school board 
makes available more than one program for children at risk, the school board shall enroll the pupil in 
the program selected by the pupil's parent or guardian if the pupil meets the prerequisites for that 
program. If there is no space in that program for the pupil, the school board of the school district 
operating under ch. 119 shall place the pupil's name on a waiting list for that program and offer the 
pupil another program for children at risk until space in the requested program becomes available. 

   (b) A program for children at risk shall be designed to allow the pupils enrolled to meet high school 
graduation requirements under s. 118.33. The school board of the school district operating under ch. 
119 shall ensure that there are at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils in each program and that 
a separate administrator or teacher is in charge of each program. 

   (c) 
      1. Each school board shall identify appropriate private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agencies located in the 

school district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the school district to meet the requirements under 
pars. (a) and (b) for the children at risk enrolled in the school district. 

      2. The school board may contract with the agencies identified under subd. 1. for the children at risk 
enrolled in the school district if the school board determines that the agencies can adequately serve 
such children. 

      3. The school board shall pay each contracting agency, for each full-time equivalent pupil served by 
the agency, an amount equal to at least 80% of the average per pupil cost for the school district. 

(4)  
   (a) Annually in August, a school board that applied for aid under this section in the previous school year 

shall submit a report to the state superintendent. The report shall include only information about the 
pupils enrolled in a program for children at risk in the previous school year that is necessary for the 
state superintendent to determine the number of pupils who achieved each of the objectives under par. 
(c). 

   (b) Upon receipt of a school board's annual report under par. (a) the state superintendent shall pay to 
the school district from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc), for each pupil enrolled in a program 
for children at risk who achieved at least 3 of the objectives under par. (c) in the previous school year, 
additional state aid in an amount equal to 10% of the school district's average per pupil aids provided 
under s. 20.835 (7) (a), 1991 stats., and s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the previous school year. 

   (c) 
      1. The pupil's attendance rate was at least 70%. 
      2. The pupil remained in school. 
      3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diploma. 
      4. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if the pupil was 

enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year. 
      5. The pupil has demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, a gain in 

reading and mathematics commensurate with the duration of his or her enrollment in the program. 
   (e) If the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc) in any fiscal year is insufficient to pay the full amount of 

aid under par. (b), state aid payments shall be prorated among the school districts entitled to such aid. 
(5)  
   (a) In this subsection: 
      1. "Alternative school" means a public school that has at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, 

has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school and offers a nontraditional curriculum. 
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      2. "School within a school" means a school that has at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, 
has a separate administrator or teacher in charge of the school and is housed in a space specifically 
dedicated to it in a public school. 

   (b) Subject to sub. (3) (c) 3., a school board receiving funds under this section shall provide a specific 
sum to each program for children at risk in which pupils enrolled in the school district are enrolled based 
on the ability of the program to meet the objectives under sub. (4) (c). 

   (c) A school board receiving funds under this section shall give preference in allocating those funds to 
programs for children at risk provided by alternative schools, charter schools, schools within schools 
and agencies identified under sub. (3) (c) 1. 

(7) The state superintendent shall promulgate rules to implement and administer this section. The rules 
shall not be overly restrictive in defining approved programs and shall not serve to exclude programs that 
have demonstrated success in meeting the needs of children at risk. 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(4)(cm)1. The school board may establish policies which provide that a pupil of an age eligible for high 
school enrollment in the school district, as determined by the school board, may be assigned to a period 
of assessment as a consequence of the pupil's truancy or upon the pupil's return to school from 
placement in a correctional facility, mental health treatment facility, alcohol and other drug abuse 
treatment facility or other out-of-school placement. The policies shall specify the conditions under which a 
pupil may participate in the assessment without being in violation of s. 118.15 and the maximum length of 
time that a pupil may be assigned to an assessment period. 
      2. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment period without the written approval of the 

pupil's parent or guardian. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment period for longer 
than the time necessary to complete the assessment and place the pupil in an appropriate education 
program or 8 weeks, whichever is less. A school board may not assign a pupil to an assessment 
period more than once and may not assign a pupil to an assessment period if the school district has 
an alternative education program, as defined in s. 115.28 (7) (e) 1., available for the pupil that is 
appropriate for the pupil's needs. An assessment need not be conducted during the regular school 
day. 

      3. The goals of an assessment period are to develop an educational plan for the pupil, implement an 
appropriate transitional plan and facilitate the pupil's placement in an education program in which the 
pupil will be able to succeed. The school board shall provide pupils who are assigned to an 
assessment period with information on other education programs that the school district or other 
community providers have available for the pupil. The assessment may include any of the following 
new or previously completed activities: 

         a. An assessment for problems with alcohol or other drugs. 
         b. An assessment of individual educational needs. 
         c. An assessment of whether the pupil is encountering problems in the community or at home that 

require intervention by a social worker. 
         d. A vocational assessment, which may include career counseling. 
         e. A medical assessment. 
   (d) The school board shall provide each pupil enrolled in the public schools in the district with a copy of 

the policies established under this subsection and shall file a copy of the policies in each school in the 
district. In addition, the school board shall make copies available upon request. 
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   (e) Except as provided under s. 119.55, a school board may establish one or more youth service 
centers for the counseling of children who are taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1) (d) 10. for being 
absent from school without an acceptable excuse under s. 118.15. 

(5) Except as provided in sub. (5m), before any proceeding may be brought against a child under s. 
938.13 (6) for habitual truancy or under s. 938.125 (2) or 938.17 (2) for a violation of an ordinance 
enacted under s. 118.163 (2) or against the child's parent or guardian under s. 118.15 for failure to cause 
the child to attend school regularly, the school attendance officer shall provide evidence that appropriate 
school personnel in the school or school district in which the child is enrolled have, within the school year 
during which the truancy occurred, done all of the following: 
   (a) Met with the child's parent or guardian to discuss the child's truancy or attempted to meet with the 

child's parent or guardian and received no response or were refused. 
   (b) Provided an opportunity for educational counseling to the child to determine whether a change in the 

child's curriculum would resolve the child's truancy and have considered curriculum modifications under 
s. 118.15 (1) (d). 

   (c) Evaluated the child to determine whether learning problems may be a cause of the child's truancy 
and, if so, have taken steps to overcome the learning problems, except that the child need not be 
evaluated if tests administered to the child within the previous year indicate that the child is performing 
at his or her grade level. 

   (d) Conducted an evaluation to determine whether social problems may be a cause of the child's 
truancy and, if so, have taken appropriate action or made appropriate referrals. 

(5m) Subsection (5) (a) does not apply if a meeting under sub. (2) (cg) 3. is not held within 10 school days 
after the date that the notice under sub. (2) (cg) is sent. Subsection (5) (b), (c) and (d) does not apply if 
the school attendance officer provides evidence that appropriate school personnel were unable to carry 
out the activity due to the child's absences from school. 

118.163 Municipal truancy and school dropout ordinances.  
(2) A county, city, village or town may enact an ordinance prohibiting a person under 18 years of age from 
being a habitual truant. The ordinance shall provide which of the following dispositions are available to the 
court:  
   (b) An order for the person to participate in counseling or a supervised work program or other 

community service work as described in s. 938.34 (5g). The costs of any such counseling, supervised 
work program or other community service work may be assessed against the person, the parents or 
guardian of the person, or both. Any county department of human services or social services, 
community agency, public agency or nonprofit charitable organization administering a supervised work 
program or other community service work to which a person is assigned pursuant to an order under this 
paragraph acting in good faith has immunity from any civil liability in excess of $25,000 for any act or 
omission by or impacting on that person.  

   (d) An order for the person to attend an educational program as described in s. 938.34 (7d).  
   (k) An order for the person's parent, guardian or legal custodian to participate in counseling at the 

parent's, guardian's or legal custodian's own expense or to attend school with the person, or both.  
   (L) An order for the person to report to a youth report center after school, in the evening, on weekends, 

on other nonschool days, or at any other time that the person is not under immediate adult supervision, 
for participation in the social, behavioral, academic, community service, and other programming of the 
center as described in s. 938.342 (1g) (k).  
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REGULATIONS 

PI 25.01. Applicability and purpose. 
(1) Under s. 118.153 (2) (a), Stats., every school board shall identify the children at risk of not graduating 
from high school who are enrolled in the school district and annually by August 15 develop a plan 
describing how the school board will meet their needs. Under s. 118.153 (3) (a), Stats., every board that 
applies for aid under this section shall make available programs to serve children at risk. This chapter 
defines children at risk, establishes criteria for school boards to consider when developing children at risk 
plans and sets forth the requirements for receipt of additional state aid in those school districts eligible 
under s. 118.153 (4) (b), Stats. 
(2) The requirements under ss. PI 25.03, 25.04, 25.05 and 25.07 apply to all school districts in the state; 
s. PI 25.06 contains additional requirements which apply only to school districts operating under ch. 119, 
Stats. 

PI 25.02. Definitions.  
In this chapter: 
   (1) "Adjudicated delinquent" means delinquent as defined under s. 938.02 (3m), Stats. 
   (2) "Alternative education program" means those programs as defined under s. 115.28 (7) (e) 1., Stats. 
   (3) "Basic skills," for purposes of determining whether a pupil is a child at risk of not graduating from 

high school, means achievement in reading or mathematics or both. 
   (4) "Board" means the school board in charge of the public schools in the district. 
   (5) "Ceased to attend" means that a pupil has been absent without acceptable excuse under ss. 118.15 

(1) (b) to (d) or (3), and 118.16 (4), Stats., for 20 consecutive school days and has not formally 
withdrawn from school. 

   (6) "Children at risk" or "at risk" means pupils in grades 5 to 12 who are at risk of not graduating from 
high school because they are dropouts, or are two or more of the following: 

      (a) One or more years behind their age group in the number of high school credits attained. 
      (b) Two or more years behind their age group in basic skill levels. 
      (c) Habitual truants as defined in s. 118.16 (1) (a), Stats. 
      (d) Parents. 
      (e) Adjudicated delinquents. 
      (f) Eighth grade pupils whose score in each subject area on the examination administered under s. 

118.30 (1m) (am) 1., Stats., was below the basic level, eighth grade pupils who failed the examination 
under s. 118.30 (1m) (am) 2., Stats., and eighth grade pupils who failed to be promoted to the ninth 
grade. 

   (7) "Contract" means a written agreement between a board and a private, nonprofit, nonsectarian 
agency for the purpose of providing services to children at risk. 

   (8) "Department" means the Wisconsin department of public instruction. 
   (9) "Dropout," for purposes of determining whether a pupil is a child at risk of not graduating from high 

school, means a pupil who: 
      (a) Has ceased to attend school; and 
      (b) Does not attend a public, private, or technical college system district school or home-based private 

educational program under s. 118.15 (4), Stats., on a full-time basis; and 
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      (c) Has not graduated from high school, and does not have an acceptable excuse under ss. 118.15 
(1) (b) to (d) or (3), and 118.16 (4), Stats. 

   (10) "Parent" means mother, father, or legal guardian. 
   (11) "Private program" means a program operated by a nonsectarian, nonprofit private school or 

agency. 
   (12) "Private school" has the meaning described in s. 118.165, Stats. 
   (13) "Program" means an organized and structured activity or set of activities which constitute one or 

more components of a comprehensive curriculum plan for the school year including the pupil services 
normally provided by a school. 

   (14) "Pupil attendance rate" means the rate obtained by dividing the aggregate number of full-time 
equivalent days of actual pupil attendance, by the aggregate number of full-time equivalent days on 
which the individual pupil was enrolled. 

   (15) "School-age parents" has the meaning given in s. 115.91, Stats. 
   (16) "Standardized achievement test" means a published, nationally normed test which provides a valid 

and reliable measure of a pupil's present achievement level in comparison with age or grade level 
cohorts. 

   (17) "State superintendent" means the state superintendent of public instruction. 

PI 25.03. Identification of children at risk of not graduating from high school and children at risk 
plan. 
(1) Annually by August 15, each board shall develop a district plan that identifies the process for 
determining if a pupil is at risk. In determining whether a pupil is behind his or her age group in the 
number of high school credits attained or is 2 or more years behind his or her age group in basic skill 
levels, a board shall use all of the following criteria: 
   (a) A pupil shall be determined to be behind in his or her age group in the number of high school credits 

attained if a pupil in grades 9 through 12 falls 3 or more credits behind in progress toward graduation. 
   (b) A pupil shall be determined to be 2 or more years behind his or her age group in basic skill levels 

based on a board approved plan of formal and informal assessment, consistent with the district's 
objectives in mathematics and reading identified in the curriculum plan under s. PI 8.01 (2) (k). 

(2) As part of the district plan developed under sub. (1), each board shall describe how the board will 
identify and meet the needs of the children identified to be at risk. A board, when developing a plan under 
this section, may consider the following: 
   (a) How pupils will be identified and enrolled in programs or provided services to meet their needs. 
   (b) How pupils may be identified in early childhood and kindergarten through grade 4 and what 

programs may be offered to prevent pupils from becoming at risk. 
   (c) How parents will be informed and involved in the programs or services made available under par. 

(a). 
   (d) What accommodations can be made to support pupils' achievement and success in school through 

any of the following: 
      1. Curriculum modifications. 
      2. Adaptive instructional strategies. 
      3. Alternative education programs. 
      4. Pupil support services. 
      5. School to work programs. 
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      6. Community services. 
      7. Coordinating services provided by the district, community, agencies, and other organizations. 
      8. Eliminating systemic barriers that may cause pupils' success at school to become at risk. 
   (e) How the district will evaluate the success of services provided under the plan. 
[Note: The number of dropouts and the percentage in grades 9-12 is collected as part of the School 
Performance Report. A copy of the report format may be obtained at no charge from the Department of 
Public Instruction, Division for Libraries, Technology and Community Learning, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, 
WI 53707-7841.] 

PI 25.04. General requirements for school boards.  
Each board that has identified children at risk under s.PI 25.03 shall provide for all of the following: 
   (1) Designate a staff person who will be responsible for developing the district plan required under s. 

118.153 (2) (a), Stats. 
   (3) Provide that all work-based learning experiences and other similar programs and activities taking 

place outside the school for which pupils receive academic credit under the district plan, including those 
programs or curriculum modifications authorized under s. 118.15 (1) (d), Stats., and instruction and 
pupil support services contracted for under s. 118.153 (3) (c) 1. and 2., Stats., are supervised by 
departmentally licensed teachers or other licensed school personnel. 

   (4) Ensure that in grades 9 through 12 curriculum modifications and alternative education programs 
provided for children at risk are designed to allow pupils to meet the high school graduation 
requirements under s. 118.33, Stats., and ch. PI 18. 

   (5) Notify each pupil and his or her parent in writing whenever the pupil has been identified as a child at 
risk. The notice shall include all of the following: 

      (a) The name and telephone number of a person the parent or pupil can contact regarding the school 
district's program. 

      (b) A description of the district's plan. 
      (c) A statement that the pupil is eligible to be enrolled under the district plan to serve children at risk. 
      (d) A description of the at risk programs available and how the pupil may participate in a specific 

program if more than one program is offered as part of the district plan. 
      (e) A statement to inform the parent that he or she may select one or more programs in which the 

pupil will be enrolled, if the pupil meets the prerequisites for the specific program requested. 
      (f) Describe the procedure for requesting that the pupil be enrolled in the specific at risk program 

selected by the parent. The request shall be in writing, by signature on a district-provided form, or be 
given verbally to the person responsible for enrolling the pupil in the program. This person shall 
record the date and time of a verbal request and whether this request was made in person or by 
phone. 

      (g) Identify the process that a parent may use if the parent disagrees with the planned services. 
   (6) Enroll the pupil in the at risk program upon the request of the pupil or the pupil's parent. If the board 

makes available more than one at risk program, the board shall enroll the pupil in the district program 
selected by the pupil or the pupil's parent if the pupil meets the prerequisites for that program. 

   (7) Ensure that the special education and related services needs of a child with a disability, as defined 
in s. 115.76 (5), Stats., are first addressed in the child's individualized education program developed 
pursuant to s.115.787, Stats., whenever that child is also eligible to be served in a children at risk 
program. 
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PI 25.05. Provisions applicable to private contracting. 
(1) The board of a school district may contract with private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agencies to provide 
programs for children at risk if the board determines that the agencies can adequately serve such 
children. A board contracting under this section shall take all of the following actions: 
   (a) Determine and list in writing appropriate private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agencies located in the 

school district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the school district. 
   (b) Ensure that all instruction and pupil support services offered in contracted programs for children at 

risk are provided by one of the following: 
      1. Departmentally licensed professional staff members described in s. 121.02 (1) (a), Stats. 
      2. Persons licensed by other recognized professional or trade associations who provide specialized 

instruction or related education services. 
      3. Persons who are supervised by departmentally licensed professional staff. 
   (c) Pay each contracting agency, for each full-time equivalent pupil served under the contract, an 

amount equal to at least 80% of the school district's average per pupil cost. 
   (d) Establish procedures with each contracting agency for the agency to provide all of the following 

information: 
      1. Staff qualifications. 
      2. Curriculum modifications and alternative education programs to be provided. 
      3. How pupil performance will be evaluated, including grading criteria, procedures for granting 

academic credit, and testing for progress in reading and mathematics skills areas. 
      4. Pupil attendance and retention rates. 
   (e) Develop a procedure for communication and cooperation with the contracting agencies in meeting 

the needs of pupils served under this section. 
(2) Pupils served under this section who receive high school diplomas may not be counted in meeting the 
conditions under s. PI 25.07 (1) (b) unless the pupil met high school graduation requirements under s. 
118.33, Stats., or completed a program under s. 118.33 (2) (m), Stats. 

PI 25.06. Special provisions applicable to a first class city school system.  
The school board of the school district operating under ch. 119, Stats., shall ensure all of the following: 
   (1) If there is no space for a pupil in a specific children at risk program provided under the board's plan, 

the board shall place the pupil's name on a waiting list for that program and offer the pupil a 
comparable alternative education program for children at risk until space in the requested program 
becomes available. 

   (2) That there are at least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils in each program and that a separate 
administrator or teacher is in charge of each program. 

PI 25.07. State financial aid and annual reports. 
(1)  State financial aid. 
   (a) If, in the previous school year, a school district had 30 or more dropouts or a dropout rate exceeding 

5% of its total high school enrollment, the board may apply to the state superintendent for aid under this 
section. 

   (b) School districts shall receive additional state aid under s. 118.153 (4) (b), Stats., if the state 
superintendent determines from the report required under sub. (2) that any three of the following 
conditions have been met by each pupil enrolled in the children at risk program: 
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      1. The pupil's attendance rate was at least 70%. 
      2. The pupil remained in school through the end of the school year. 
      3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diploma. 
      4. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if the pupil was 

enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year. 
      5. The pupil demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, gain in reading and 

mathematics commensurate with the duration of his or her enrollment in the program. 
(2) Annual reports. 
   (a) Under s. 118.153 (4), Stats., a board that qualified for aid under this section in the previous school 

year shall submit an annual report by August 31 to the state superintendent. The annual report on the 
program for children at risk shall include all of the following information concerning pupils served in the 
program: 

      1. The number of pupils, by grade level, who were identified as children at risk, who requested 
enrollment in the program for children at risk, and who were enrolled in the program for children at 
risk. 

      2. The number of pupils who met or exceeded the pupil attendance rate of 70%. 
      3. The number of pupils who remained in school through the end of the school year. 
      4. The number of pupils, if high school seniors, who received a high school diploma. 
      5. The number of pupils who earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if 

the pupils were enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year. 
      6. The number of pupils who demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, a 

gain in reading and mathematics commensurate with the duration of enrollment in the program. 
      7. The total number of pupils who achieved at least 3 objectives under sub. (1) (b). 
   (b) The district shall maintain records which will substantiate the information reported in the annual 

report as may be required under this section. 
[Note: Form Pl 2375. Annual Report for Children At Risk Program, may be obtained at no charge from the 
Department of Public Instruction, Division for Academic Excellence, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707.] 

Professional development  

LAWS 

115.36. Assistance to schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs. 
(2) The department shall: 
   (a) Develop and conduct training programs for the professional staff of public, private, and tribal schools 

in alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and instruction programs. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Monitoring and Accountability 

Formal incident reporting of conduct violations 

LAWS 

118.153. Children at risk of not graduating from high school. 
(4)  
   (a) Annually in August, a school board that applied for aid under this section in the previous school year 

shall submit a report to the state superintendent. The report shall include only information about the 
pupils enrolled in a program for children at risk in the previous school year that is necessary for the 
state superintendent to determine the number of pupils who achieved each of the objectives under par. 
(c). 

   (b) Upon receipt of a school board's annual report under par. (a) the state superintendent shall pay to 
the school district from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc), for each pupil enrolled in a program 
for children at risk who achieved at least 3 of the objectives under par. (c) in the previous school year, 
additional state aid in an amount equal to 10% of the school district's average per pupil aids provided 
under s. 20.835 (7) (a), 1991 stats., and s. 20.255 (2) (ac) in the previous school year. 

   (c) 
      1. The pupil's attendance rate was at least 70%. 
      2. The pupil remained in school. 
      3. The pupil, if a high school senior, received a high school diploma. 
      4. The pupil earned at least 4.5 academic credits or a prorated number of credits if the pupil was 

enrolled in the program for less than the entire school year. 
      5. The pupil has demonstrated, on standardized tests or other appropriate measures, a gain in 

reading and mathematics commensurate with the duration of his or her enrollment in the program. 
   (e) If the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (bc) in any fiscal year is insufficient to pay the full amount of 

aid under par. (b), state aid payments shall be prorated among the school districts entitled to such aid. 

118.305. Use of seclusion and physical restraint. 
(4) Notification and reporting following use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
   (a) Whenever seclusion or physical restraint is used on a pupil at school, the school principal or his or 

her designee shall do all of the following: 
      1. As soon as practicable, but no later than one business day after the incident, notify the pupil's 

parent of the incident and of the availability of the written report under subd. 2. 
      2. Within 2 business days after the incident and after consulting with the covered individuals present 

during the incident, prepare a written report containing all of the following information: 
         a. The pupil's name. 
         b. The date, time, and duration of the use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
         c. A description of the incident, including a description of the actions of the pupil before, during, and 

after the incident. 
         d. The names and titles of the covered individuals present during the incident. 
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   (b) Each report prepared under par. (a) 2. shall be retained by the school and made available for review 
by the pupil's parent within 3 business days of the incident. 

   (c) Annually by September 1, the principal of each school or his or her designee shall submit to the 
governing body a report containing all of the following: 

      1. The number of incidents of seclusion and of physical restraint in the school during the previous 
school year. 

      2. The total number of pupils who were involved in the incidents and the number of children with 
disabilities who were involved in the incidents. 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      3. A procedure for reporting bullying that allows reports to be made confidentially. 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

      6. A requirement that school district officials and employees report incidents of bullying and identify 
the persons to whom the reports must be made. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (c) 
         2m. The school board shall commence proceedings under subd. 3. and expel a pupil from school 

for not less than one year whenever it finds that the pupil, while at school or while under the 
supervision of a school authority, possessed a firearm, as defined in 18 USC 921 (a) (3). Annually, 
the school board shall report to the department the information specified under 20 USC 8921 (d) (1) 
and (2). This subdivision does not apply to the possession of a firearm while legally hunting in a 
school forest if allowed under s. 120.13 (38). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Parental notification 

LAWS 

118.15. Compulsory school attendance. 
(1)(c)3. Prior to a child's admission to a program leading to the child's high school graduation or a high 
school equivalency program under par. (b) or subd. 1. or 2., the child, his or her parent or guardian, the 
school board and a representative of the high school equivalency program or program leading to the 
child's high school graduation shall enter into a written agreement. The written agreement shall state the 
services to be provided, the time period needed to complete the high school equivalency program or 
program leading to the child's high school graduation and how the performance of the pupil will be 
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monitored. The agreement shall be monitored by the school board on a regular basis, but in no case shall 
the agreement be monitored less frequently than once per semester. If the school board determines that 
a child is not complying with the agreement, the school board shall notify the child, his or her parent or 
guardian and the high school equivalency program or program leading to the child's high school 
graduation that the agreement may be modified or suspended in 30 days. 
   (cm)2. Prior to the admission of a child under subd. 1. to a program leading to a high school 

equivalency diploma, the child, his or her parent or guardian, the school board and a representative of 
the agency providing the program shall enter into a written agreement. The agreement shall specify that 
the child is excused from regular school attendance while he or she is enrolled in the program and 
making progress toward completion of the program, or successfully completes the program. If the 
agency providing the program determines that the child is not making progress toward completion of 
the program, the agency shall notify the child and his or her parent or guardian that the agreement may 
be suspended within 30 days. If the agency suspends the agreement, the agency shall notify the child, 
his or her parent or guardian and the school board. 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(2) The school attendance officer: 
   (c) Except as provided under pars. (cg) and (cr), shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who has 

been truant of the child's truancy and direct the parent or guardian to return the child to school no later 
than the next day on which school is in session or to provide an excuse under s. 118.15. The notice 
under this paragraph shall be given before the end of the 2nd school day after receiving a report of an 
unexcused absence. The notice may be made by personal contact, 1st class mail, or telephone call of 
which a written record is kept, except that notice by personal contact or telephone call shall be 
attempted before notice by 1st class mail may be given. 

   (cg) Shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who is a habitual truant, by registered or certified mail 
or by 1st class mail, when the child initially becomes a habitual truant. The school attendance officer 
may simultaneously notify the parent or guardian of the habitually truant child by an electronic 
communication. The notice shall include all of the following: 

      1. A statement of the parent's or guardian's responsibility, under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and (am), to cause 
the child to attend school regularly. 

      2. A statement that the parent, guardian or child may request program or curriculum modifications for 
the child under s. 118.15 (1) (d) and that the child may be eligible for enrollment in a program for 
children at risk under s. 118.153 (3). 

      3. A request that the parent or guardian meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss the child's 
truancy. The notice shall include the name of the school personnel with whom the parent or guardian 
should meet, a date, time and place for the meeting and the name, address and telephone number of 
a person to contact to arrange a different date, time or place. The date for the meeting shall be within 
5 school days after the date that the notice is sent, except that with the consent of the child's parent 
or guardian the date for the meeting may be extended for an additional 5 school days. 

      4. A statement of the penalties, under s. 118.15 (5), that may be imposed on the parent or guardian if 
he or she fails to cause the child to attend school regularly as required under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and 
(am). 

   (cr) After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, shall notify the parent or guardian of a 
habitual truant of the habitual truant's unexcused absences as provided in the plan under s. 118.162 
(4)(a). After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, par. (c) does not apply. 

(2m)(e) A school district administrator who makes a designation under par. (a) or the individual 
designated under par. (a) shall immediately attempt to notify, by personal contact or telephone call, the 
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child's parent, guardian and legal custodian that the designation has been made and that the child may 
be taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). The school district administrator, or the designee, is not 
required to notify a parent, guardian or legal custodian under this paragraph if the parent, guardian or 
legal custodian is the person who requested that the child be taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). 
(5) Except as provided in sub. (5m), before any proceeding may be brought against a child under s. 
938.13 (6) for habitual truancy or under s. 938.125 (2) or 938.17 (2) for a violation of an ordinance 
enacted under s. 118.163 (2) or against the child's parent or guardian under s. 118.15 for failure to cause 
the child to attend school regularly, the school attendance officer shall provide evidence that appropriate 
school personnel in the school or school district in which the child is enrolled have, within the school year 
during which the truancy occurred, done all of the following: 
   (a) Met with the child's parent or guardian to discuss the child's truancy or attempted to meet with the 

child's parent or guardian and received no response or were refused. 
(5m) Subsection (5) (a) does not apply if a meeting under sub. (2) (cg) 3. is not held within 10 school days 
after the date that the notice under sub. (2) (cg) is sent. Subsection (5) (b), (c) and (d) does not apply if 
the school attendance officer provides evidence that appropriate school personnel were unable to carry 
out the activity due to the child's absences from school. 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (a) Procedures to be followed for notifying the parents or guardians of the unexcused absences of 

habitual truants under s. 118.16 (2) (cr) and for meeting and conferring with such parents or guardians.  

118.305. Use of seclusion and physical restraint. 
(4) Notification and reporting following use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
   (a) Whenever seclusion or physical restraint is used on a pupil at school, the school principal or his or 

her designee shall do all of the following: 
      1. As soon as practicable, but no later than one business day after the incident, notify the pupil's 

parent of the incident and of the availability of the written report under subd. 2. 
      2. Within 2 business days after the incident and after consulting with the covered individuals present 

during the incident, prepare a written report containing all of the following information: 
         a. The pupil's name. 
         b. The date, time, and duration of the use of seclusion or physical restraint. 
         c. A description of the incident, including a description of the actions of the pupil before, during, and 

after the incident. 
         d. The names and titles of the covered individuals present during the incident. 
   (b) Each report prepared under par. (a) 2. shall be retained by the school and made available for review 

by the pupil's parent within 3 business days of the incident. 
   (c) Annually by September 1, the principal of each school or his or her designee shall submit to the 

governing body a report containing all of the following: 
      1. The number of incidents of seclusion and of physical restraint in the school during the previous 

school year. 
      2. The total number of pupils who were involved in the incidents and the number of children with 

disabilities who were involved in the incidents. 
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118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following:  
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

119.25. Expulsion of pupils. 
(2)(c) Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under par. (b) shall be sent to the pupil and, if the 
pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall include all of the information specified 
in s. 120.13 (1) (e) 4. 
   (d)6. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's early reinstatement under subd. 4., the pupil 

or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the 
superintendent of schools or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a principal, 
administrator or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is requested, it shall be held within 5 
school days following the request. If, after the conference, the superintendent of schools or his or her 
designee finds that the pupil did not violate an early reinstatement condition or that the revocation was 
inappropriate, the pupil shall be reinstated to school under the same reinstatement conditions as in the 
expulsion order and the early reinstatement revocation shall be expunged from the pupil's record. If the 
superintendent of schools or his or her designee finds that the pupil violated an early reinstatement 
condition and that the revocation was appropriate, he or she shall mail separate copies of the decision 
to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The decision of the 
superintendent of schools or his or her designee is final. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (a) Make rules for the organization, gradation and government of the schools of the school district, 

including rules pertaining to conduct and dress of pupils in order to maintain good decorum and a 
favorable academic atmosphere, which shall take effect when approved by a majority of the school 
board and filed with the school district clerk. Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k), the school board shall adopt 
a code to govern pupils' classroom conduct beginning in the 1999-2000 school year. The code shall 
be developed in consultation with a committee of school district residents that consists of parents, 
pupils, members of the school board, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals 
and other residents of the school district who are appointed to the committee by the school board. 
The code of classroom conduct may provide different standards of conduct for different schools and 
may provide additional placement options under s. 118.164 (3). The code shall include all of the 
following: 

         4. A procedure for notifying the parent or guardian of a minor pupil who has been removed from the 
class under s. 118.164 (2). 

      (b) 
         3. Prior to any suspension, the pupil shall be advised of the reason for the proposed suspension. 

The pupil may be suspended if it is determined that the pupil is guilty of noncompliance with a 
school board rule or a rule adopted under subd. 1., or of the conduct charged, and that the pupil's 
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suspension is reasonably justified. The parent or guardian of a suspended minor pupil shall be 
given prompt notice of the suspension and the reason for the suspension. 

      (c) 
         4. Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under subd. 3. shall be sent to the pupil and, if 

the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall state all of the following: 
            a. The specific grounds, under subd. 1., 2. or 2m., and the particulars of the pupil's alleged 

conduct upon which the expulsion proceeding is based. 
            b. The time and place of the hearing. 
            c. That the hearing may result in the pupil's expulsion. 
            d. That, upon request of the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the 

hearing shall be closed. 
            e. That the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may be represented at 

the hearing by counsel. 
            f. That the school board shall keep written minutes of the hearing. 
            g. That if the school board orders the expulsion of the pupil the school district clerk shall mail a 

copy of the order to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. 
            h. That if the pupil is expelled by the school board the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the 

pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the school board's decision to the department. 
            i. That if the school board's decision is appealed to the department, within 60 days after the date 

on which the department receives the appeal, the department shall review the decision and shall, 
upon review, approve, reverse or modify the decision. 

            j. That the decision of the school board shall be enforced while the department reviews the school 
board's decision. 

            k. That an appeal from the decision of the department may be taken within 30 days to the circuit 
court for the county in which the school is located. 

            L. That the state statutes related to pupil expulsion are ss. 119.25 and 120.13 (1). 
      (e) 
         4. Not less than 5 days' written notice of the hearing under subd. 3. shall be sent to the pupil and, if 

the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The notice shall state all of the following: 
            a. The specific grounds, under par. (c) 1., 2. or 2m., and the particulars of the pupil's alleged 

conduct upon which the expulsion proceeding is based. 
            b. The time and place of the hearing. 
            c. That the hearing may result in the pupil's expulsion. 
            d. That, upon request of the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian, the 

hearing shall be closed. 
            e. That the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may be represented at 

the hearing by counsel. 
            f. That the hearing officer or panel shall keep a full record of the hearing and, upon request, the 

hearing officer or panel shall direct that a transcript of the record be prepared and that a copy of 
the transcript be given to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian. 

            g. That if the hearing officer or panel orders the expulsion of the pupil the school district shall mail 
a copy of the order to the school board, the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent 
or guardian. 
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            h. That within 30 days of the issuance of an expulsion order the school board shall review the 
order and shall, upon review, approve, reverse or modify the order. 

            i. That, if the pupil is expelled by the hearing officer or panel, the order of the hearing officer or 
panel shall be enforced while the school board reviews the order. 

            j. That, if the pupil's expulsion is approved by the school board, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is 
a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the school board's decision to the department. 

            k. That if the school board's decision is appealed to the department, within 60 days after the date 
on which the department receives the appeal, the department shall review the decision and shall, 
upon review, approve, reverse or modify the decision. 

            L. That the decision of the school board shall be enforced while the department reviews the 
school board's decision. 

            m. That an appeal from the decision of the department may be taken within 30 days to the circuit 
court for the county in which the school is located. 

            n. That the state statutes related to pupil expulsion are ss. 119.25 and 120.13 (1). 
      (h) 
         2m. A school board other than the school board or out-of-state public school that expelled a pupil 

may specify in a written order one or more enrollment conditions instead of or in addition to the 
early reinstatement conditions, if any, imposed under subd. 2. by the school board, or independent 
hearing panel or independent hearing officer acting under par. (e), that expelled the pupil or instead 
of or in addition to any conditions imposed, if any, by the out-of-state public school that expelled the 
pupil. Any enrollment conditions established under this subdivision shall relate to the reasons for 
the pupil's expulsion and may not extend the term of expulsion specified in the expulsion order 
issued under par. (c) 3. or (e) 3. or by the out-of-state public school. The school district clerk of the 
school district other than the school district from which the pupil was expelled shall mail 2 copies of 
the order to the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The expelled pupil 
or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian shall sign and return one copy of the order 
to the school board other than the school board that expelled the pupil. Within 15 days after the 
date on which the order under this subdivision is issued, the expelled pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, 
the pupil's parent or guardian may appeal the determination regarding whether an enrollment 
condition specified in the order is related to the reasons for the pupil's expulsion to the school board 
that specified the enrollment condition. The decision of the school board under this subdivision 
regarding that determination is final and not subject to appeal. 

         4. If a pupil granted early reinstatement under subd. 3. violates an early reinstatement condition that 
the pupil was required to meet after his or her early reinstatement but before the expiration of the 
term of expulsion, the school district administrator or a principal or teacher designated by the school 
district administrator may revoke the pupil's early reinstatement. Before revoking the pupil's early 
reinstatement, the school district administrator or his or her designee shall advise the pupil of the 
reason for the proposed revocation, including the early reinstatement condition alleged to have 
been violated, provide the pupil an opportunity to present his or her explanation of the alleged 
violation, and make a determination that the pupil violated the early reinstatement condition and 
that revocation of the pupil's early reinstatement is appropriate. If the school district administrator or 
designee revokes the pupil's early reinstatement, the school district administrator or designee shall 
give prompt written notice of the revocation and the reason for the revocation, including the early 
reinstatement condition violated, to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or 
guardian. 
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         4m. If a pupil granted conditional enrollment under subd. 3m. violates an enrollment condition that 
the pupil was required to meet after his or her conditional enrollment but before the expiration of the 
term of expulsion, the school district administrator of the school district in which the pupil is 
enrolled, or a principal or teacher designated by the school district administrator, may revoke the 
pupil's conditional enrollment. Before revoking the pupil's conditional enrollment, the school district 
administrator or his or her designee shall advise the pupil of the reason for the proposed 
revocation, including the enrollment condition alleged to have been violated, provide the pupil an 
opportunity to present his or her explanation of the alleged violation, and make a determination that 
the pupil violated the enrollment condition and that revocation of the pupil's conditional enrollment is 
appropriate. If the school district administrator or designee revokes the pupil's conditional 
enrollment, the school district administrator or designee shall give prompt written notice of the 
revocation and the reason for the revocation, including the enrollment condition violated, to the 
pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. 

         6. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's early reinstatement under subd. 4., the pupil 
or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the school 
district administrator or his or her designee, who shall be someone other than a principal, 
administrator or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is requested, it shall be held within 5 
school days following the request. If, after the conference, the school district administrator or his or 
her designee finds that the pupil did not violate an early reinstatement condition or that the 
revocation was inappropriate, the pupil shall be reinstated to school under the same reinstatement 
conditions as in the expulsion order and the early reinstatement revocation shall be expunged from 
the pupil's record. If the school district administrator or his or her designee finds that the pupil 
violated an early reinstatement condition and that the revocation was appropriate, he or she shall 
mail separate copies of the decision to the pupil and, if the pupil is a minor, to the pupil's parent or 
guardian. The decision of the school district administrator or his or her designee is final. 

         6m. Within 5 school days after the revocation of a pupil's conditional enrollment under subd. 4m., 
the pupil or, if the pupil is a minor, the pupil's parent or guardian may request a conference with the 
administrator of the school district in which the pupil is enrolled, or his or her designee, who shall be 
someone other than a principal, administrator, or teacher in the pupil's school. If a conference is 
requested, it shall be held within 5 school days following the request. If, after the conference, the 
school district administrator or his or her designee finds that the pupil did not violate an enrollment 
condition or that the revocation was inappropriate, the pupil shall be enrolled in school under the 
same enrollment conditions as in the order issued under subd. 2m. and the conditional enrollment 
revocation shall be expunged from the pupil's record. If the school district administrator or his or her 
designee finds that the pupil violated an enrollment condition and that the revocation was 
appropriate, he or she shall mail separate copies of the decision to the pupil and, if the pupil is a 
minor, to the pupil's parent or guardian. The decision of the school district administrator or his or 
her designee is final. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Reporting and referrals between schools and law enforcement 

LAWS 

118.125 Pupil records.  
(2) Confidentiality and disclosure of pupil records. All pupil records maintained by a public school shall be 
confidential, except as provided in pars. (a) to (p) and sub. (2m). The school board shall adopt policies to 
maintain the confidentiality of such records and may adopt policies to promote the disclosure of pupil 
records and information permitted by law for purposes of school safety. 
   (d) Pupil records shall be made available to persons employed by the school district which the pupil 

attends who are required by the department under s. 115.28 (7) to hold a license, law enforcement 
officers who are individually designated by the school board and assigned to the school district, and 
other school district officials who have been determined by the school board to have legitimate 
educational interests, including safety interests, in the pupil records. Law enforcement officers' records 
obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. shall be made available as provided in s. 118.127. A school board 
member or an employee of a school district may not be held personally liable for any damages caused 
by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the member or employee 
acted with actual malice in failing to disclose the information. A school district may not be held liable for 
any damages caused by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the 
school district or its agent acted with gross negligence or with reckless, wanton, or intentional 
misconduct in failing to disclose the information. 

118.127 Law enforcement agency information.  
A school district, private school, or tribal school may disclose information from law enforcement officers' 
records obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. only to persons employed by the school district who are 
required by the department under s. 115.28 (7) to hold a license, to persons employed by the private 
school or tribal school as teachers, and to other school district, private school, or tribal school officials 
who have been determined by the school board or governing body of the private school or tribal school to 
have legitimate educational interests, including safety interests, in that information. In addition, if that 
information relates to a pupil of the school district, private school, or tribal school, the school district, 
private school, or tribal school may also disclose that information to those employees of the school 
district, private school, or tribal school who have been designated by the school board or governing body 
of the private school or tribal school to receive that information for the purpose of providing treatment 
programs for pupils enrolled in the school district, private school, or tribal school. A school district may not 
use law enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. as the sole basis for expelling 
or suspending a pupil or as the sole basis for taking any other disciplinary action against a pupil, but may 
use law enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. as the sole basis for taking 
action against a pupil under the school district's athletic code.  

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(4)(a) The school board shall establish a written attendance policy specifying the reasons for which pupils 
may be permitted to be absent from a public school under s. 118.15 and shall require the teachers 
employed in the school district to submit to the school attendance officer daily attendance reports on all 
pupils under their charge. 
(6) (a) If the school attendance officer receives evidence that activities under sub. (5) have been 

completed or were not required to be completed as provided in sub. (5m), the school attendance officer 
may do any of the following: 
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      1. File information on any child who continues to be truant with the court assigned to exercise 
jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child under 
this subdivision does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under s. 
118.15 (5). 

      2. Refer the child to a teen court program if all of the following conditions apply: 
         a. The chief judge of the judicial administrative district has approved a teen court program 

established in the child's county of residence and has authorized the school attendance officer to 
refer children to the teen court program and the school attendance officer determines that 
participation in the teen court program will likely benefit the child and the community. 

         b. The child and the child's parent, guardian and legal custodian consent to the child's participation 
in the teen court program. 

         c. The child has not successfully completed participation in a teen court program during the 2 years 
before the date on which the school attendance officer received evidence that activities under sub. 
(5) have been completed or were not completed due to the child's absence from school as provided 
in sub. (5m). 

   (b) If a child who is referred to a teen court program under par. (a) 2. is not eligible for participation in 
the teen court program or does not successfully complete participation in the teen court program, the 
person administering the teen court program shall file information on the child with the court assigned to 
exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child 
under this paragraph does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under 
s. 118.15 (5). 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(2) The district attorney representative on the committee shall participate in reviewing and developing any 
recommendations regarding revisions to the portions of the school districts' plans under sub. (4) (e).  
(3) The committee shall write a report to accompany the recommendations under sub. (1). The report 
shall include a description of the factors that contribute to truancy in the county and a description of any 
state statutes, municipal ordinances or school, social services, law enforcement, district attorney, court or 
other policies that contribute to or inhibit the response to truancy in the county. A copy of the report shall 
be submitted to each of the entities identified in sub. (1) (b) to (h) and any other entity designating 
members on the committee under sub. (1) (i).  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (e) The types of truancy cases to be referred to the district attorney for the filing of information under s. 

938.24 or prosecution under s. 118.15 (5) and the time periods within which the district attorney will 
respond to and take action on the referrals.  

118.257. Liability for referral to police. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Controlled substance" has the meaning specified in s. 961.01 (4). 
   (am) "Controlled substance analog" has the meaning given in s. 961.01 (4m). 
   (at) "Delivery" has the meaning given in s. 961.01 (6). 
   (b) "Distribute" has the meaning specified in s. 961.01 (9). 
   (c) "Pupil services professional" means a school counselor, school social worker, school psychologist or 

school nurse. 
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   (d) "School" means a public, parochial, private, or tribal school which provides an educational program 
for one or more grades between grades 1 and 12 and which is commonly known as an elementary 
school, middle school, junior high school, senior high school, or high school. 

(2) A school administrator, principal, pupil services professional or teacher employed by a school board is 
not liable for referring a pupil enrolled in the school district to law enforcement authorities, or for removing 
a pupil from the school premises or from participation in a school-sponsored activity, for suspicion of 
possession, distribution, delivery or consumption of an alcohol beverage or a controlled substance or 
controlled substance analog. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Disclosure of school records 

LAWS 

118.125. Pupil records. 
(1) Definitions. In this section: 
   (a) "Behavioral records" means those pupil records that include psychological tests, personality 

evaluations, records of conversations, any written statement relating specifically to an individual pupil's 
behavior, tests relating specifically to achievement or measurement of ability, the pupil's physical health 
records other than his or her immunization records or any lead screening records required under s. 
254.162, law enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 48.396 (1) or 938.396 (1) (b) 2. or (c) 3., 
and any other pupil records that are not progress records. 

   (b) "Directory data" means those pupil records which include the pupil's name, address, telephone 
listing, date and place of birth, major field of study, participation in officially recognized activities and 
sports, weight and height of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance, photographs, degrees and 
awards received and the name of the school most recently previously attended by the pupil. 

   (be) "Law enforcement agency" has the meaning given in s. 165.83 (1) (b). 
   (bL) "Law enforcement unit" means any individual, office, department, division, or other component of a 

school district that is authorized or designated by the school board to do any of the following: 
      1. Enforce any law or ordinance, or refer to the appropriate authorities a matter for enforcement of any 

law or ordinance, against any person other than the school district. 
      2. Maintain the physical security and safety of a public school. 
   (bs) "Law enforcement unit records" means records maintained by a law enforcement unit that were 

created by that law enforcement unit for the purpose of law enforcement. 
   (c) "Progress records" means those pupil records which include the pupil's grades, a statement of the 

courses the pupil has taken, the pupil's attendance record, the pupil's immunization records, any lead 
screening records required under s. 254.162 and records of the pupil's school extracurricular activities. 

   (cm) "Pupil physical health records" means those pupil records that include basic health information 
about a pupil, including the pupil's immunization records, an emergency medical card, a log of first aid 
and medicine administered to the pupil, an athletic permit card, a record concerning the pupil's ability to 
participate in an education program, any lead screening records required under s. 254.162, the results 
of any routine screening test, such as for hearing, vision or scoliosis, and any follow-up to such test, 
and any other basic health information, as determined by the state superintendent. 
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   (d) "Pupil records" means all records relating to individual pupils maintained by a school but does not 
include any of the following: 

      1. Notes or records maintained for personal use by a teacher or other person who is required by the 
state superintendent under s. 115.28 (7) to hold a certificate, license, or permit if such records and 
notes are not available to others. 

      2. Records necessary for, and available only to persons involved in, the psychological treatment of a 
pupil. 

      3. Law enforcement unit records. 
   (e) "Record" means any material on which written, drawn, printed, spoken, visual, or electromagnetic 

information is recorded or preserved, regardless of physical form or characteristics. 
(2) Confidentiality and disclosure of pupil records. All pupil records maintained by a public school shall be 
confidential, except as provided in pars. (a) to (p) and sub. (2m). The school board shall adopt policies to 
maintain the confidentiality of such records and may adopt policies to promote the disclosure of pupil 
records and information permitted by law for purposes of school safety. 
   (a) A pupil, or the parent or guardian of a minor pupil, shall, upon request, be shown and provided with 

a copy of the pupil's progress records. 
   (b) An adult pupil or the parent or guardian of a minor pupil shall, upon request, be shown, in the 

presence of a person qualified to explain and interpret the records, the pupil's behavioral records. Such 
pupil or parent or guardian shall, upon request, be provided with a copy of the behavioral records. 

   (c) 
      1. The judge of any court of this state or of the United States shall, upon request, be provided by the 

school district clerk or his or her designee with a copy of all progress records of a pupil who is the 
subject of any proceeding in such court. 

      2. Names of dropouts shall be provided to a court in response to an order under s. 118.163 (2m) (b). 
   (cg) The school district clerk or his or her designee shall provide a law enforcement agency with a copy 

of a pupil's attendance record if the law enforcement agency certifies in writing that the pupil is under 
investigation for truancy or for allegedly committing a criminal or delinquent act and that the law 
enforcement agency will not further disclose the pupil's attendance record except as permitted under s. 
938.396 (1) (a). A school district clerk or designee who discloses a copy of a pupil's attendance record 
to a law enforcement agency for purposes of a truancy investigation shall notify the pupil's parent or 
guardian of that disclosure as soon as practicable after that disclosure. 

   (ch) The school district clerk or his or her designee shall provide a fire investigator under s. 165.55 (15) 
with a copy of a pupil's attendance record if the fire investigator certifies in writing that the pupil is under 
investigation under s. 165.55, that the pupil's attendance record is necessary for the fire investigator to 
pursue his or her investigation and that the fire investigator will use and further disclose the pupil's 
attendance record only for the purpose of pursuing that investigation. 

   (ck) The school district clerk or his or her designee shall make pupil records available for inspection or, 
upon request, disclose the contents of pupil records to authorized representatives of the department of 
corrections, the department of health services, the department of justice, or a district attorney for use in 
the prosecution of any proceeding or any evaluation conducted under ch. 980, if the pupil records 
involve or relate to an individual who is the subject of the proceeding or evaluation. The court in which 
the proceeding under ch. 980 is pending may issue any protective orders that it determines are 
appropriate concerning pupil records made available or disclosed under this paragraph. Any 
representative of the department of corrections, the department of health services, the department of 
justice, or a district attorney may disclose information obtained under this paragraph for any purpose 
consistent with any proceeding under ch. 980. 
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   (cm) If school attendance is a condition of a child's dispositional order under s. 48.355 (2) (b) 7. or 
938.355 (2) (b) 7., the school board shall notify the county department that is responsible for 
supervising the child within 5 days after any violation of the condition by the child. 

   (d) Pupil records shall be made available to persons employed by the school district which the pupil 
attends who are required by the department under s. 115.28 (7) to hold a license, law enforcement 
officers who are individually designated by the school board and assigned to the school district, and 
other school district officials who have been determined by the school board to have legitimate 
educational interests, including safety interests, in the pupil records. Law enforcement officers' records 
obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. shall be made available as provided in s. 118.127. A school board 
member or an employee of a school district may not be held personally liable for any damages caused 
by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the member or employee 
acted with actual malice in failing to disclose the information. A school district may not be held liable for 
any damages caused by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the 
school district or its agent acted with gross negligence or with reckless, wanton, or intentional 
misconduct in failing to disclose the information. 

   (e) Upon the written permission of an adult pupil, or the parent or guardian of a minor pupil, the school 
shall make available to the person named in the permission the pupil's progress records or such 
portions of the pupil's behavioral records as determined by the person authorizing the release. Law 
enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 48.396 (1) or 938.396 (1) (b) 2. or (c) 3. may not be 
made available under this paragraph unless specifically identified by the adult pupil or by the parent or 
guardian of a minor pupil in the written permission. 

   (f) Pupil records shall be provided to a court in response to subpoena by parties to an action for in 
camera inspection, to be used only for purposes of impeachment of any witness who has testified in the 
action. The court may turn said records or parts thereof over to parties in the action or their attorneys if 
said records would be relevant and material to a witness's credibility or competency. 

   (g) 
      1. The school board may provide any public officer with any information required to be maintained 

under chs. 115 to 121. 
      2. Upon request by the department, the school board shall provide the department with any 

information contained in a pupil record that relates to an audit or evaluation of a federal or state-
supported program or that is required to determine compliance with requirements under chs. 115 to 
121. 

   (h) Information from a pupil's immunization records shall be made available to the department of health 
services to carry out the purposes of s. 252.04. 

   (hm) Information from any pupil lead screening records shall be made available to state and local health 
officials to carry out the purposes of ss. 254.11 to 254.178. 

   (i) Upon request, the school district clerk or his or her designee shall provide the names of pupils who 
have withdrawn from the public school prior to graduation under s. 118.15 (1) (c) to the technical 
college district board in which the public school is located or, for verification of eligibility for public 
assistance under ch. 49, to the department of health services, the department of children and families, 
or a county department under s. 46.215, 46.22, or 46.23. 

   (j) 
      1. Except as provided under subds. 2. and 3., directory data may be disclosed to any person, if the 

school has notified the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem of the categories of information 
which it has designated as directory data with respect to each pupil, has informed the parent, legal 
guardian or guardian ad litem of that pupil that he or she has 14 days to inform the school that all or 
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any part of the directory data may not be released without the prior consent of the parent, legal 
guardian or guardian ad litem and has allowed 14 days for the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad 
litem of that pupil to inform the school that all or any part of the directory data may not be released 
without the prior consent of the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem. 

      2. If a school has notified the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem that a pupil's name and 
address has been designated as directory data, has informed the parent, legal guardian or guardian 
ad litem of the pupil that he or she has 14 days to inform the school that the pupil's name and address 
may not be released without the prior consent of the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem, has 
allowed 14 days for the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem of the pupil to inform the school 
that the pupil's name and address may not be released without the prior consent of the parent, legal 
guardian or guardian ad litem and the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem has not so informed 
the school, the school district clerk or his or her designee, upon request, shall provide a technical 
college district board with the name and address of each such pupil who is expected to graduate from 
high school in the current school year. 

      3. If a school has notified the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem of the information that it has 
designated as directory data with respect to any pupil, has informed the parent, legal guardian or 
guardian ad litem of the pupil that he or she has 14 days to inform the school that such information 
may not be released without the prior consent of the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem, has 
allowed 14 days for the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem of the pupil to inform the school 
that such information may not be released without the prior consent of the parent, legal guardian or 
guardian ad litem and the parent, legal guardian or guardian ad litem has not so informed the school, 
the school district clerk or his or her designee, upon request, shall provide any representative of a law 
enforcement agency, district attorney, city attorney or corporation counsel, county department under 
s. 46.215, 46.22 or 46.23 or a court of record or municipal court with such information relating to any 
such pupil enrolled in the school district for the purpose of enforcing that pupil's school attendance, 
investigating alleged criminal or delinquent activity by the pupil or responding to a health or safety 
emergency. 

   (k) A school board may disclose personally identifiable information from the pupil records of an adult 
pupil to the parents or guardian of the adult pupil, without the written consent of the adult pupil, if the 
adult pupil is a dependent of his or her parents or guardian under 26 USC 152, unless the adult pupil 
has informed the school, in writing, that the information may not be disclosed. 

   (L) A school board shall disclose the pupil records of a pupil in compliance with a court order under s. 
48.236 (4) (a), 48.345 (12) (b), 938.34 (7d) (b), 938.396 (1) (d), or 938.78 (2) (b) 2. after making a 
reasonable effort to notify the pupil's parent or legal guardian. 

   (m) A parent who has been denied periods of physical placement with a child under s. 767.41 (4) does 
not have the rights of a parent or guardian under pars. (a) to (j) with respect to that child's pupil records. 

   (n) For any purpose concerning the juvenile justice system and the system's ability to effectively serve a 
pupil, prior to adjudication: 

      1. A school board may disclose pupil records to a city attorney, corporation counsel, agency, as 
defined in s. 938.78 (1), intake worker under s. 48.067 or 938.067, court of record, municipal court, 
private school, or another school board if disclosure is pursuant to an interagency agreement and the 
person to whom the records are disclosed certifies in writing that the records will not be disclosed to 
any other person except as otherwise authorized by law. For the purpose of providing services to a 
pupil before adjudication, a school board may disclose pupil records to a tribal school if disclosure is 
pursuant to an agreement between the school board and the governing body of the tribal school and 
if the school board determines that enforceable protections are provided by a tribal school policy or 
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tribal law that requires the tribal school official to whom the records are disclosed not to disclose the 
records to any other person except as permitted under this subsection. 

      2. A school board shall disclose pertinent pupil records to an investigating law enforcement agency or 
district attorney if the person to whom the records are disclosed certifies in writing that the records 
concern the juvenile justice system and the system's ability to effectively serve the pupil, relate to an 
ongoing investigation or pending delinquency petition, and will not be disclosed to any other person 
except as otherwise authorized by law. 

   (p) A school board may disclose pupil records to appropriate parties in connection with an emergency if 
knowledge of the information is necessary to protect the health or safety of any individual. 

(2m) Confidentiality of pupil physical health records. 
   (a) Except as provided in par. (b), any pupil record that relates to a pupil's physical health and that is not 

a pupil physical health record shall be treated as a patient health care record under ss. 146.81 to 
146.84. 

   (b) Any pupil record that concerns the results of an HIV test, as defined in s. 252.01 (2m), shall be 
treated as provided under s. 252.15. 

(3) Maintenance of records. Each school board shall adopt rules in writing specifying the content of pupil 
records and the time during which pupil records shall be maintained. No behavioral records may be 
maintained for more than one year after the pupil ceases to be enrolled in the school, unless the pupil 
specifies in writing that his or her behavioral records may be maintained for a longer period. A pupil's 
progress records shall be maintained for at least 5 years after the pupil ceases to be enrolled in the 
school. A school board may maintain the records on microfilm, on an optical disk, or in electronic format if 
authorized under s. 19.21 (4) (c), or in such other form as the school board deems appropriate. A school 
board shall maintain law enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 48.396 (1) or 938.396 (1) (b) 2. 
or (c) 3. separately from a pupil's other pupil records. Rules adopted under this subsection shall be 
published by the school board as a class 1 notice under ch. 985. 
(4) Transfer of records. Within 5 working days, a school district, a private school participating in the 
program under s. 118.60 or in the program under s. 119.23, and the governing body of a private school 
that, pursuant to s. 115.999 (3), 119.33 (2) (c) 3., or 119.9002 (3) (c), is responsible for the operation and 
general management of a school transferred to an opportunity schools and partnership program under s. 
119.33, subch. IX of ch. 115, or subch. II of ch. 119 shall transfer to another school, including a private or 
tribal school, or school district all pupil records relating to a specific pupil if the transferring school district 
or private school has received written notice from the pupil if he or she is an adult or his or her parent or 
guardian if the pupil is a minor that the pupil intends to enroll in the other school or school district or 
written notice from the other school or school district that the pupil has enrolled or from a court that the 
pupil has been placed in a juvenile correctional facility, as defined in s. 938.02 (10p), or a secured 
residential care center for children and youth, as defined in s. 938.02 (15g). In this subsection, "school" 
and "school district" include any juvenile correctional facility, secured residential care center for children 
and youth, adult correctional institution, mental health institute, or center for the developmentally disabled 
that provides an educational program for its residents instead of or in addition to that which is provided by 
public, private, and tribal schools. 
(5) Use for suspension or expulsion. 
   (a) Except as provided in par. (b), nothing in this section prohibits a school district from using a pupil's 

records in connection with the suspension or expulsion of the pupil or the use of such records by a 
multidisciplinary team under ch. 115. 

   (b) Law enforcement officers' records obtained under s. 48.396 (1) or 938.396 (1) (b) 2. or (c) 3. and 
records of the court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 or of a municipal court 
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obtained under s. 938.396 (2g) (m) may not be used by a school district as the sole basis for expelling 
or suspending a pupil or as the sole basis for taking any other disciplinary action against a pupil, but 
may be used as the sole basis for taking action against a pupil under the school district's athletic code. 

(6) Application to existing records. Any records existing on June 9, 1974 need not be revised for the 
purpose of deleting information from pupil records to comply with this section. 
(7) Disclosure of law enforcement unit records. A school board shall treat law enforcement unit records of 
juveniles in the same manner as a law enforcement agency is required to treat law enforcement officers' 
records of juveniles under s. 938.396 (1) (a). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Data collection, review, and reporting of disciplinary policies and 
actions 

LAWS 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(1) At least once every 4 years, in each county, the school district administrator of the school district 
which contains the county seat designated under s. 59.05, or his or her designee, shall convene a 
committee to review and make recommendations to the school boards of all of the school districts in the 
county on revisions to the school districts' truancy plans under sub. (4m). The committee shall consist of 
the following members:  
(2) The district attorney representative on the committee shall participate in reviewing and developing any 
recommendations regarding revisions to the portions of the school districts' plans under sub. (4) (e).  
(3) The committee shall write a report to accompany the recommendations under sub. (1). The report 
shall include a description of the factors that contribute to truancy in the county and a description of any 
state statutes, municipal ordinances or school, social services, law enforcement, district attorney, court or 
other policies that contribute to or inhibit the response to truancy in the county. A copy of the report shall 
be submitted to each of the entities identified in sub. (1) (b) to (h) and any other entity designating 
members on the committee under sub. (1) (i).  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
(e) The types of truancy cases to be referred to the district attorney for the filing of information under s. 
938.24 or prosecution under s. 118.15 (5) and the time periods within which the district attorney will 
respond to and take action on the referrals.  
(4m) At least once every 2 years, each school board shall review and, if appropriate, revise the truancy 
plan adopted by the school board under sub. (4).  

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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School Resource and Safety Officers (SROs/SSOs) and 
Truant/Attendance Officers 

Authority and power to implement school arrest 

LAWS 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(1) In this section: 
   (b) "School attendance officer" means an employee designated by the school board to deal with matters 

relating to school attendance and truancy. "School attendance officer" does not include an individual 
designated under sub. (2m) (a) to take into custody a child who is absent from school without an 
acceptable excuse under s. 118.15 unless that individual has also been designated by the school board 
to deal with matters relating to school attendance and truancy. 

(2m) (a) A school district administrator may designate any of the following individuals to take a child who 
resides in the school district and who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under s. 
118.15 into custody under s. 938.19 (1m): 

      1. An employee of the school district who is directly involved in the provision of educational programs 
to the truant child. 

      2. An employee of the school district who is directly involved in the provision of a modified program or 
curriculum under s. 118.15 (1) (d), a program for children at risk under s. 118.153 or an alternative 
educational program under s. 119.82 or any other alternative educational program to children who 
attend the school attended by the truant child, if the school district administrator believes that the 
program or curriculum may be appropriate for the truant child. 

      3. A school social worker employed by the school district who provides services to children attending 
the school attended by the truant child, if the school district administrator believes that the services 
provided by the social worker may be appropriate for the truant child. 

      4. An employee of a social services agency who is directly involved in the provision of social services 
to the truant child or the child's family. 

      5. A school attendance officer, but only if the school attendance officer meets the criteria specified in 
subds. 1., 2. or 3. 

   (b) A designation under par. (a) shall be in writing and shall specifically identify the child whom the 
individual is authorized to take into custody. 

   (c) A school district administrator may not designate an individual under par. (a) unless the individual 
agrees to the designation in writing. 

   (d) A school district administrator who makes a designation under par. (a) shall provide each individual 
so designated with an identification card of a form determined by the school board. The designee shall 
carry the identification card on his or her person at all times while the designee is on official duty under 
s. 938.19 (1m) and shall exhibit the identification card to any person to whom the designee represents 
himself or herself as a person authorized to take a child into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). 

   (e) A school district administrator who makes a designation under par. (a) or the individual designated 
under par. (a) shall immediately attempt to notify, by personal contact or telephone call, the child's 
parent, guardian and legal custodian that the designation has been made and that the child may be 
taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). The school district administrator, or the designee, is not 
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required to notify a parent, guardian or legal custodian under this paragraph if the parent, guardian or 
legal custodian is the person who requested that the child be taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1m). 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Certification or training 

LAWS 
No relevant laws found. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

MOUs, authorization, and/or funding 

LAWS 

118.15. Compulsory school attendance. 
(3) This section does not apply to: 
   (a) Any child who is excused by the school board because the child is temporarily not in proper physical 

or mental condition to attend a school program but who can be expected to return to a school program 
upon termination or abatement of the illness or condition. The school attendance officer may request 
the parent or guardian of the child to obtain a written statement from a licensed physician, dentist, 
chiropractor, optometrist, psychologist, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, as defined in s. 255.06 
(1) (d), or certified advanced practice nurse prescriber or Christian Science practitioner living and 
residing in this state, who is listed in the Christian Science Journal, as sufficient proof of the physical or 
mental condition of the child. An excuse under this paragraph shall be in writing and shall state the time 
period for which it is valid, not to exceed 30 days. 

118.16. School attendance enforcement. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Habitual truant" means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse under sub. 

(4) and s. 118.15 for part or all of 5 or more days on which school is held during a school semester. 
   (b) "School attendance officer" means an employee designated by the school board to deal with matters 

relating to school attendance and truancy. "School attendance officer" does not include an individual 
designated under sub. (2m) (a) to take into custody a child who is absent from school without an 
acceptable excuse under s. 118.15 unless that individual has also been designated by the school board 
to deal with matters relating to school attendance and truancy. 

   (c) "Truancy" means any absence of part or all of one or more days from school during which the school 
attendance officer, principal or teacher has not been notified of the legal cause of such absence by the 
parent or guardian of the absent pupil, and also means intermittent attendance carried on for the 
purpose of defeating the intent of s. 118.15. 

(1m) The period during which a pupil is absent from school due to a suspension or expulsion under s. 
120.13 or 119.25 is neither an absence without an acceptable excuse for the purposes of sub. (1) (a) nor 
an absence without legal cause for the purposes of sub. (1) (c). 
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(2) The school attendance officer: 
   (a) Shall determine daily which pupils enrolled in the school district are absent from school and whether 

that absence is excused under s. 118.15. 
   (c) Except as provided under pars. (cg) and (cr), shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who has 

been truant of the child's truancy and direct the parent or guardian to return the child to school no later 
than the next day on which school is in session or to provide an excuse under s. 118.15. The notice 
under this paragraph shall be given before the end of the 2nd school day after receiving a report of an 
unexcused absence. The notice may be made by personal contact, 1st class mail, or telephone call of 
which a written record is kept, except that notice by personal contact or telephone call shall be 
attempted before notice by 1st class mail may be given. 

   (cg) Shall notify the parent or guardian of a child who is a habitual truant, by registered or certified mail 
or by 1st class mail, when the child initially becomes a habitual truant. The school attendance officer 
may simultaneously notify the parent or guardian of the habitually truant child by an electronic 
communication. The notice shall include all of the following: 

      1. A statement of the parent's or guardian's responsibility, under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and (am), to cause 
the child to attend school regularly. 

      2. A statement that the parent, guardian or child may request program or curriculum modifications for 
the child under s. 118.15 (1) (d) and that the child may be eligible for enrollment in a program for 
children at risk under s. 118.153 (3). 

      3. A request that the parent or guardian meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss the child's 
truancy. The notice shall include the name of the school personnel with whom the parent or guardian 
should meet, a date, time and place for the meeting and the name, address and telephone number of 
a person to contact to arrange a different date, time or place. The date for the meeting shall be within 
5 school days after the date that the notice is sent, except that with the consent of the child's parent 
or guardian the date for the meeting may be extended for an additional 5 school days. 

      4. A statement of the penalties, under s. 118.15 (5), that may be imposed on the parent or guardian if 
he or she fails to cause the child to attend school regularly as required under s. 118.15 (1) (a) and 
(am). 

   (cr) After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, shall notify the parent or guardian of a 
habitual truant of the habitual truant's unexcused absences as provided in the plan under s. 118.162 
(4)(a). After the notice required under par. (cg) has been given, par. (c) does not apply. 

   (d) May visit any place of employment in the school district to ascertain whether any minors are 
employed there contrary to law. The officer shall require that school certificates and lists of minors who 
are employed there be produced for inspection, and shall report all cases of illegal employment to the 
proper school authorities and to the department of workforce development. 

   (e) Except as provided in par. (f), shall have access to information regarding the attendance of any child 
between the ages of 6 and 18 who is a resident of the school district or who claims or is claimed to be 
in attendance at a private school located in the school district. 

   (f) Shall request information regarding the attendance of any child between the ages of 6 and 18 who is 
a resident of the school district and who claims or is claimed to be in attendance at a tribal school, or 
who is not a resident of the school district and who claims or is claimed to be in attendance at a tribal 
school located in the school district. 

(3) All private schools shall keep a record containing the information required under ss. 115.30 (2) and 
120.18. The record shall be open to the inspection of school attendance officers at all reasonable times. 
When called upon by any school attendance officer, the school shall furnish, on forms supplied by the 
school attendance officer, the information required under ss. 115.30 (2) and 120.18 in regard to any child 
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between the ages of 6 and 18 who is a resident of the school district or who claims or is claimed to be in 
attendance at the school. 
(4)(a) The school board shall establish a written attendance policy specifying the reasons for which pupils 
may be permitted to be absent from a public school under s. 118.15 and shall require the teachers 
employed in the school district to submit to the school attendance officer daily attendance reports on all 
pupils under their charge. 
(5) Except as provided in sub. (5m), before any proceeding may be brought against a child under s. 
938.13 (6) for habitual truancy or under s. 938.125 (2) or 938.17 (2) for a violation of an ordinance 
enacted under s. 118.163 (2) or against the child's parent or guardian under s. 118.15 for failure to cause 
the child to attend school regularly, the school attendance officer shall provide evidence that appropriate 
school personnel in the school or school district in which the child is enrolled have, within the school year 
during which the truancy occurred, done all of the following: 
   (a) Met with the child's parent or guardian to discuss the child's truancy or attempted to meet with the 

child's parent or guardian and received no response or were refused. 
   (b) Provided an opportunity for educational counseling to the child to determine whether a change in the 

child's curriculum would resolve the child's truancy and have considered curriculum modifications under 
s. 118.15 (1) (d). 

   (c) Evaluated the child to determine whether learning problems may be a cause of the child's truancy 
and, if so, have taken steps to overcome the learning problems, except that the child need not be 
evaluated if tests administered to the child within the previous year indicate that the child is performing 
at his or her grade level. 

   (d) Conducted an evaluation to determine whether social problems may be a cause of the child's 
truancy and, if so, have taken appropriate action or made appropriate referrals. 

(5m) Subsection (5) (a) does not apply if a meeting under sub. (2) (cg) 3. is not held within 10 school days 
after the date that the notice under sub. (2) (cg) is sent. Subsection (5) (b), (c) and (d) does not apply if 
the school attendance officer provides evidence that appropriate school personnel were unable to carry 
out the activity due to the child's absences from school. 
(6) (a) If the school attendance officer receives evidence that activities under sub. (5) have been 

completed or were not required to be completed as provided in sub. (5m), the school attendance officer 
may do any of the following: 

      1. File information on any child who continues to be truant with the court assigned to exercise 
jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child under 
this subdivision does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under s. 
118.15 (5). 

      2. Refer the child to a teen court program if all of the following conditions apply: 
         a. The chief judge of the judicial administrative district has approved a teen court program 

established in the child's county of residence and has authorized the school attendance officer to 
refer children to the teen court program and the school attendance officer determines that 
participation in the teen court program will likely benefit the child and the community. 

         b. The child and the child's parent, guardian and legal custodian consent to the child's participation 
in the teen court program. 

         c. The child has not successfully completed participation in a teen court program during the 2 years 
before the date on which the school attendance officer received evidence that activities under sub. 
(5) have been completed or were not completed due to the child's absence from school as provided 
in sub. (5m). 
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   (b) If a child who is referred to a teen court program under par. (a) 2. is not eligible for participation in 
the teen court program or does not successfully complete participation in the teen court program, the 
person administering the teen court program shall file information on the child with the court assigned to 
exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938 in accordance with s. 938.24. Filing information on a child 
under this paragraph does not preclude concurrent prosecution of the child's parent or guardian under 
s. 118.15 (5). 

(7) Any school district administrator, principal, teacher or school attendance officer who violates this 
section shall forfeit not less than $5 nor more than $25. 

119.55. Youth service centers, truancy abatement and burglary suppression. 
(1)(a) The board shall establish one or more youth service centers for the counseling of children who are 
taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1) (d) 10. for being absent from school without an acceptable excuse 
under s. 118.15. The board shall contract with the boys and girls clubs of Greater Milwaukee for the 
operation of the centers. 
   (b) The board shall establish 2 youth service centers under par. (a). 
(2) The board shall pay the city a sum sufficient to pay the costs of salaries and fringe benefits of 4 law 
enforcement officers to work on truancy abatement and burglary suppression on a full-time basis. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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State Education Agency Support 

State model policies and implementation support 

LAWS 

118.46 Policy on bullying. 
(1) By March 1, 2010, the department shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Develop a model school policy on bullying by pupils. The policy shall include all of the following: 
      1. A definition of bullying. 
      2. A prohibition on bullying. 
      3. A procedure for reporting bullying that allows reports to be made confidentially. 
      4. A prohibition against a pupil retaliating against another pupil for reporting an incident of bullying. 
      5. A procedure for investigating reports of bullying. The procedure shall identify the school district 

employee in each school who is responsible for conducting the investigation and require that the 
parent or guardian of each pupil involved in a bullying incident be notified. 

      6. A requirement that school district officials and employees report incidents of bullying and identify 
the persons to whom the reports must be made. 

      7. A list of disciplinary alternatives for pupils that engage in bullying or who retaliate against a pupil 
who reports an incident of bullying. 

      8. An identification of the school-related events at which the policy applies. 
      9. An identification of the property owned, leased, or used by the school district on which the policy 

applies. 
      10. An identification of the vehicles used for pupil transportation on which the policy applies. 
   (b) Develop a model education and awareness program on bullying. 
   (c) Post the model policy under par. (a) and the model program under par. (b) on its Internet site. 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Funding appropriations 

LAWS 

115.36. Assistance to schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs. 
(1) The purpose of this section is to enable and encourage public, private, and tribal schools to develop 
comprehensive programs to prevent or ameliorate alcohol and other drug abuse among minors. 
(2) The department shall: 
   (a) Develop and conduct training programs for the professional staff of public, private, and tribal schools 

in alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and instruction programs. 
   (b) Provide consultation and technical assistance to public, private, and tribal schools for the 

development and implementation of alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and 
instruction programs. 
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   (c) Provide fellowship grants to support advanced training or education in comprehensive school health 
and alcohol and other drug abuse education. 

   (d) Provide access to informational resources for alcohol and other drug abuse education programs and 
services including, but not limited to: 

      1. The screening, revision and evaluation of available information resources. 
      2. The establishment of a central depository and loan program for high cost informational resources. 
      3. The systematic dissemination of information concerning available resources to appropriate public, 

private, and tribal school staff. 
   (e) Create a council under s. 15.04 (1) (c) to advise the department concerning the administration of this 

section. 
(3)(a) The department shall, from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (kd), fund school district projects 
designed to assist minors experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs or to 
prevent alcohol or other drug abuse by minors. The department shall: 
      1. Administer grant application and disbursement of funds. 
      2. Monitor program implementation. 
      3. Assist in and ensure evaluation of projects. 
      4. Report biennially in its report under s. 15.04 (1) (d) on program progress and project evaluation. 
      5. Promulgate necessary rules for the implementation of this subsection. 
   (b) Grants under this subsection may not be used to replace funding available from other sources. 
   (c) Grants under this subsection may be made only where there is a matching fund contribution from 

the local area in which a program is designed to operate of 20% of the amount of the grant obtained 
under this subsection. Private funds and in-kind contribution may be applied to meet the requirement of 
this paragraph. 

   (d) A school district applying for aid under this subsection shall submit a copy of the application to the 
county department under s. 51.42 for its advisory review. The county department under s. 51.42 may, 
and the council established under sub. (2) (e) shall, submit an advisory recommendation with respect to 
the application to the department prior to the approval or denial of the application. 

118.153. Children at risk of not graduating from high school. 
(5)(c) A school board receiving funds under this section shall give preference in allocating those funds to 
programs for children at risk provided by alternative schools, charter schools, schools within schools and 
agencies identified under sub. (3) (c) 1. 

20.255. Public instruction, department of.  
There is appropriated to the department of public instruction for the following programs: 
   (1) Educational leadership. 
      (kd) Alcohol and other drug abuse program. The amounts in the schedule for the purpose of s. 115.36 

(2) and the administration of s. 115.36 (3). All moneys transferred from the appropriation account 
under s. 20.455 (2) (i) 4. shall be credited to this appropriation account. Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) 
(a), the unencumbered balance on June 30 of each year shall be transferred to the appropriation 
account under s. 20.455 (2) (i). 

   (2) Aids for local educational programming. 
      (bc) Aid for children-at-risk programs. The amounts in the schedule for aid for children-at-risk 

programs under s. 118.153. 
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      (kd) Aid for alcohol and other drug abuse programs. The amounts in the schedule for the purpose of 
s. 115.36 (3). All moneys transferred from the appropriation account under s. 20.455 (2) (i) 5. shall be 
credited to this appropriation account. Notwithstanding s. 20.001 (3) (a), the unencumbered balance 
on June 30 of each year shall be transferred to the appropriation account under s. 20.455 (2) (i). 

REGULATIONS 

PI 32.01. Purpose. 
(2) Under s. 115.36 (3), Stats., the department shall fund school district projects designed to assist minors 
experiencing problems resulting from alcohol or other drug use or to prevent alcohol and drug use by 
minors. 
(3)Under s. 115.361, Stats., the department shall award grants to school boards to fund an alcohol and 
other drug abuse prevention and intervention program. 

PI 32.03. Comprehensive kindergarten through grade 12 AODA programs, application 
requirements, and awarding of grants. 
(1) Aoda program policies. Except projects funded under s. PI 32.04, a school board conducting an 
AODA program shall establish policies and procedures that clearly articulate how the program will 
operate. In developing policies under this section, a school board shall consider requiring any of the 
following: 
   (a) That administrators and teachers designated to engage in AODA programs under s. 118.126, Stats., 

have received appropriate training and are aware of the requirements of s. 118.126, Stats. 
   (b) Provide for cooperative arrangements with the county department of community programs regarding 

the availability of AODA services as specified under s. 118.24 (2) (f), Stats. 
   (c) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 

school board are aware of the provisions under s. 118.257, Stats., pertaining to liability for referral to 
police, when referring pupils to law enforcement authorities for removal from school grounds or school 
sponsored activities as a result of suspicion of possession or consumption of an alcoholic beverage or 
controlled substance. 

   (d) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.258, Stats., pertaining to the prohibition of electronic 
communications devices and that pupils are annually provided with a copy of the board's rules 
pertaining to this prohibition. 

   (e) That school administrators, principals, pupil services professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 120.12 (20), Stats., pertaining to prohibiting the use of all 
tobacco products on school premises. 

   (f) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 125.09, Stats., pertaining to the prohibition of alcohol 
beverages on school grounds. 

   (g) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.125, Stats., pertaining to the maintenance and 
confidentiality of certain types of pupil records. 

   (h) That school administrators, principals, pupil service professionals and teachers employed by the 
school board are aware of the provisions of s. 118.45, Stats., pertaining to use of portable breath 
testing devices with pupils suspected of consuming alcohol or being under the influence of alcohol at 
school or a school sponsored event. 
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(2) Aoda program content. Under s. 115.36 (1), Stats., every public and private school is encouraged to 
develop AODA programs to prevent or ameliorate alcohol and other drug abuse among minors. Section 
115.36 (3), Stats., provide for grants to assist school districts in developing or supplementing AODA 
programs. An AODA program under this section may include any of the following: 
   (a) Curriculum and instruction that meets all of the requirements of s. 118.01 (2) (d) 2. c. and 6., Stats., 

and which does all of the following: 
      1. Provides accurate and up-to-date information on health promotion and risk behaviors. 
      2. Provides accurate information about youth attitudes and behaviors about AODA and related youth 

risk behaviors. 
      3. Provides a strong focus on life skill development, such as decision making, goal setting and 

communication skills. 
      4. Emphasizes key concepts that cut across many health and safety issues. 
      5. Provides multiple instructional strategies. 
      6. Is developmentally appropriate and builds on a pupil's prior knowledge. 
      7. Provides a sense of safety and community in the classroom. 
      8. Provides clear and consistent messages. 
      9. Involves parents and guardians in instructional programs. 
   (b) A written school district policy which supports comprehensive alcohol and other drug abuse 

programming including pupil assistance programs, curriculum, instruction, staff development and youth 
oriented activities. The policies shall be widely publicized and be in accordance with appropriate state 
and federal laws. 

   (c) Programs for pupils including pupil assistance programs, peer programs, student clubs, and drug 
free alternatives. 

   (d) Programs for adults including staff development, employee assistance and wellness programs, and 
parent and community education. 

   (e) Integration of community resources and support services including, but not limited to, human 
services providers, private treatment providers, law enforcement officers, and judicial personnel. 

   (f) Access to a collaborative pupil service team made up of school counselors, social workers, nurses 
and psychologists. 

   (g) An AODA program coordinator who is provided with appropriate time and training. 
   (h) Ongoing monitoring, assessment and evaluation of AODA program activities. 
   (i) Strategies to develop comprehensive school health programs which include, but are not limited to, a 

police-school partnership project, a family support project providing parenting skills and family cohesion 
building strategies, after school and summer school tutorial services, student assistance programs, 
youth-led prevention activities, any other strategy approved by the state superintendent to meet the 
statutory objectives of prevention or amelioration of alcohol and drug use by minors. A school district 
may enter into contracts with public or private non-profit agencies to collaborate on family support 
programs that include parenting skills and family cohesion building strategies. 

(3) Grant application requirements. A school board or a school board in cooperation with another school 
board under an agreement under s. 66.0301, Stats.; or a CESA board under s. 116.032, Stats.; may 
apply for a grant under this section. Maximum awards for consortium projects shall be determined by the 
superintendent as described under sub. (4) (a). Annually, an applicant under this section shall submit all 
of the following information to the department in its grant application: 
   (a) Evidence of the need for the grant. 
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   (b) The name of the AODA program coordinator, and evidence that the AODA program coordinator 
holds a current license issued by the department under ch. PI 34. 

   (c) A description of how the proposed program activities will be integrated with the school district's 
current AODA program as specified in s. PI 32.03, as well as other school improvement strategies. 

   (d) An outline of the proposed program objectives, activities, and related timelines. The program's 
objectives shall be measurable. 

   (e) A description of how the proposed program will be evaluated. The description shall contain outcome 
evaluations. 

   (f) A description of how the program activities will continue after the grant period is completed. 
   (g) A description of how the strategies and activities contained in the proposal contribute to the 

prevention or amelioration of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse. 
   (h) A description of the collaborative development of the proposal, including the individuals that 

participated in the process. 
   (i) A description of the resources and funds necessary to implement the project and how the matching 

fund contribution of 20% will be met. Private and in–kind contributions may be applied to meet this 
requirement. 

   (j) An assurance that the grant applicant will not use the funds to supplant any funds which are 
otherwise available for the proposed project. 

   (k) Evidence that the grant applicant submitted a copy of the proposed project to the county department 
of community programs for advisory review. 

(4) Review of applications and awarding of grants. 
   (a) The state superintendent, annually, shall establish funding limits for programs under this section 

based on the amount appropriated for the program under s. 20.255 (2) (kd), Stats., using the criteria 
specified under par. (c) 2. The state superintendent shall inform school districts of the funding limits by 
letter which will accompany application materials. 

   (b) The council under s. 115.36 (2) (e), Stats., shall review the applications submitted under this section 
and make recommendations to the state superintendent regarding the funding of school district 
applications. These recommendations shall be based on the criteria specified in par. (c). 

   (c)1. The state superintendent shall review the applications submitted under this section and consider 
the recommendations made by the council under par. (b) to determine which of the applications 
eligible for funding will receive grants. The state superintendent shall make this determination based 
on the following primary criteria: 

         a. The extent to which the goals, objectives and activities relate to the purpose of the proposed 
program. 

         b. The extent to which the proposed program activities will assist the district in meeting the 
requirements of this section. 

         c. The local capacity to sustain program activities. 
         d. The extent to which programs are innovative or exemplary and may serve as a model for other 

school districts. 
      2. Secondary criteria in awarding grants shall, to the extent possible, include the following: 
         a. The grants shall be distributed equally throughout the state. 
         b. The grants shall be awarded to school districts of varying sizes, as determined by membership. 
[Note: PI-1816, Application – Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Program Grant, may be obtained at no 
charge from the Department of Public Instruction, P. O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841.] 
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PI 32.04. Student mini grants. 
(1)  Grant application requirements. 
   (a) A school district may apply for a grant for an AODA education and related youth risk behaviors 

education, prevention and intervention activities program designed by the pupils enrolled in the school 
district. A grant under this section may not exceed $1,000. Annually, an applicant under this section 
shall submit all of the following information to the department in its grant application: 

      1. A description of the program to be developed and implemented by pupils and whether the program 
is being implemented at a building, district, or community level. 

      2. An outline of the proposed program goals, objectives, activities, personnel involved, material to be 
developed or needed, and related timelines. 

      3. A description on how the proposed activities will be evaluated to determine the extent to which the 
objectives were met. 

      4. A budget that describes how grant funds will be used. 
(2) Review of applications and awarding of grants. The state superintendent shall review applications 
submitted under this section and determine which of the applications eligible for funding will receive 
grants. The state superintendent shall make this determination based on all of the following criteria. 
   (a) The extent to which the goals, objectives and activities relate to the purpose of the proposed 

program. 
   (b) The extent to which program activities have an educational focus. 
   (c) Evidence that the proposal was developed and will be implemented by youth. 
[Note: PI-2391, Application – Student Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Mini-Grant, may be obtained at no 
charge from the Department of Public Instruction, P. O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841.] 

PI 44.05. Review of applications and awarding of grants. 
(1) The state superintendent, annually, shall establish funding limits for programs under this chapter 
based on the amount appropriated for the program under s. 20.255 (2) (cf), Stats.. The state 
superintendent shall inform school districts of the funding limits by letter which will accompany application 
materials for a program under this chapter. 
(2) The state superintendent shall determine the amount of funds to be awarded to each applicant. The 
state superintendent shall award grants for a 5 year period, if funding is available, as follows: 
   (a) A grant shall be awarded at 100% of the amount originally granted for the first 3 years. 
   (b) A grant shall be awarded at 60% of the amount originally granted for the fourth year. 
   (c) A grant shall be awarded at 40% of the amount originally granted for the fifth year. 
(3) The state superintendent shall determine which of the applicants will receive grants under this chapter 
using the following criteria: 
   (a) Programs in which the goals and objectives relate to the desired effect of the alternative education 

program. 
   (b) Programs in which activities are appropriate to the goals and objectives of the alternative education 

program. 
   (c) Programs that demonstrate the adequacy of the schedule of implementation and the extent to which 

continuation of the program activities is ensured after the grant period is completed. 
   (d) Programs that benefit the greatest number of school districts and pupils. Therefore, preference in 

awarding grants may be given to programs developed and operated in cooperation with other school 
districts or CESA boards. 
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(4) The state superintendent shall also consider the following criteria in determining which applicants will 
receive grants: 
   (a) To the extent possible, the grants shall be distributed equally throughout the state. Therefore, 

preference in awarding grants may be given to programs developed and operated by rural school 
districts. 

   (b) To the extent possible, grants shall be awarded to school districts of varying sizes, as determined by 
district enrollment. 

(5) Grants awarded may not be used to supplant alternative education program funding received from 
other local, state or federal sources. 
(6) Grant recipients shall agree to participate in any state level evaluations of the program as required by 
the state superintendent. 
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Other or Uncategorized 

Professional immunity or liability 

LAWS 

118.125.Pupil records. 
(2) Confidentiality and disclosure of pupil records. All pupil records maintained by a public school shall be 
confidential, except as provided in pars. (a) to (p) and sub. (2m). The school board shall adopt policies to 
maintain the confidentiality of such records and may adopt policies to promote the disclosure of pupil 
records and information permitted by law for purposes of school safety. 
   (d) Pupil records shall be made available to persons employed by the school district which the pupil 

attends who are required by the department under s. 115.28 (7) to hold a license, law enforcement 
officers who are individually designated by the school board and assigned to the school district, and 
other school district officials who have been determined by the school board to have legitimate 
educational interests, including safety interests, in the pupil records. Law enforcement officers' records 
obtained under s. 938.396 (1) (c) 3. shall be made available as provided in s. 118.127. A school board 
member or an employee of a school district may not be held personally liable for any damages caused 
by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the member or employee 
acted with actual malice in failing to disclose the information. A school district may not be held liable for 
any damages caused by the nondisclosure of any information specified in this paragraph unless the 
school district or its agent acted with gross negligence or with reckless, wanton, or intentional 
misconduct in failing to disclose the information. 

118.126. Privileged communications. 
(1) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker and nurse, and any teacher or administrator 
designated by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, shall keep 
confidential information received from a pupil that the pupil or another pupil is using or is experiencing 
problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs unless: 
   (a) The pupil using or experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs consents 

in writing to disclosure of the information; 
   (b) The school psychologist, counselor, social worker, nurse, teacher or administrator has reason to 

believe that there is serious and imminent danger to the health, safety or life of any person and that 
disclosure of the information to another person will alleviate the serious and imminent danger. No more 
information than is required to alleviate the serious and imminent danger may be disclosed; or 

(2) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker or nurse, or any teacher or administrator designated 
by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, who in good faith discloses 
or fails to disclose information under sub. (1) is immune from civil liability for such acts or omissions. This 
subsection does not apply to information required to be reported under s.  

118.257. Liability for referral to police. 
(1) In this section: 
   (a) "Controlled substance" has the meaning specified in s. 961.01 (4). 
   (am) "Controlled substance analog" has the meaning given in s. 961.01 (4m). 
   (at) "Delivery" has the meaning given in s. 961.01 (6). 
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   (b) "Distribute" has the meaning specified in s. 961.01 (9). 
   (c) "Pupil services professional" means a school counselor, school social worker, school psychologist or 

school nurse. 
   (d) "School" means a public, parochial, private, or tribal school which provides an educational program 

for one or more grades between grades 1 and 12 and which is commonly known as an elementary 
school, middle school, junior high school, senior high school, or high school. 

(2) A school administrator, principal, pupil services professional or teacher employed by a school board is 
not liable for referring a pupil enrolled in the school district to law enforcement authorities, or for removing 
a pupil from the school premises or from participation in a school-sponsored activity, for suspicion of 
possession, distribution, delivery or consumption of an alcohol beverage or a controlled substance or 
controlled substance analog. 

118.31 Corporal punishment. 
(1) In this section, "corporal punishment" means the intentional infliction of physical pain which is used as 
a means of discipline. "Corporal punishment" includes, but is not limited to, paddling, slapping or 
prolonged maintenance of physically painful positions, when used as a means of discipline. "Corporal 
punishment" does not include actions consistent with an individualized education program developed 
under s. 115.787 or reasonable physical activities associated with athletic training. 
(2) Except as provided in sub. (3), no official, employee or agent of a school board may subject a pupil 
enrolled in the school district to corporal punishment. 
(4) Each school board shall adopt a policy that allows any official, employee or agent of the school board 
to use reasonable and necessary force for the purposes of sub. (3) (a) to (h). In determining whether or 
not a person was acting within the exceptions in sub. (3), deference shall be given to reasonable, good 
faith judgments made by an official, employee or agent of a school board. 
(5) Except as provided in s. 939.61 (1), this section does not create a separate basis for civil liability of a 
school board or their officials, employees or agents for damages arising out of claims involving allegations 
of improper or unnecessary use of force by school employees against students. 
(6) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, permit or otherwise affect any action taken by an official, 
employee or agent of a school board with regard to a person who is not a pupil enrolled in the school 
district. 
(7) Nothing in this section abrogates or restricts any statutory or common law defense to prosecution for 
any crime.  

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 

Community input or involvement 

LAWS 

118.153. Children at risk of not graduating from high school. 
(3)(c)1. Each school board shall identify appropriate private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agencies located in 
the school district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the school district to meet the requirements under 
pars. (a) and (b) for the children at risk enrolled in the school district. 
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      2. The school board may contract with the agencies identified under subd. 1. for the children at risk 
enrolled in the school district if the school board determines that the agencies can adequately serve 
such children. 

      3. The school board shall pay each contracting agency, for each full-time equivalent pupil served by 
the agency, an amount equal to at least 80% of the average per pupil cost for the school district. 

118.162. Truancy committee and plan.  
(4) Not later than September 1, 1989, each school board shall adopt a truancy plan which shall include all 
of the following:  
   (b) Plans and procedures for identifying truant children of all ages and returning them to school, 

including the identity of school personnel to whom a truant child shall be returned.  
   (c) Methods to increase and maintain public awareness of and involvement in responding to truancy 

within the school district.  
   (f) Plans and procedures to coordinate the responses to the problems of habitual truants, as defined 

under s. 118.16 (1) (a), with public and private social services agencies.  

119.55. Youth service centers, truancy abatement and burglary suppression. 
(1)(a) The board shall establish one or more youth service centers for the counseling of children who are 
taken into custody under s. 938.19 (1) (d) 10. for being absent from school without an acceptable excuse 
under s. 118.15. The board shall contract with the boys and girls clubs of Greater Milwaukee for the 
operation of the centers. 
   (b) The board shall establish 2 youth service centers under par. (a). 
(2) The board shall pay the city a sum sufficient to pay the costs of salaries and fringe benefits of 4 law 
enforcement officers to work on truancy abatement and burglary suppression on a full-time basis. 

120.13. School board powers.  
The school board of a common or union high school district may do all things reasonable to promote the 
cause of education, including establishing, providing and improving school district programs, functions 
and activities for the benefit of pupils, and including all of the following: 
   (1) School government rules; suspension; expulsion. 
      (a) Make rules for the organization, gradation and government of the schools of the school district, 

including rules pertaining to conduct and dress of pupils in order to maintain good decorum and a 
favorable academic atmosphere, which shall take effect when approved by a majority of the school 
board and filed with the school district clerk. Subject to 20 USC 1415 (k), the school board shall adopt 
a code to govern pupils' classroom conduct beginning in the 1999-2000 school year. The code shall 
be developed in consultation with a committee of school district residents that consists of parents, 
pupils, members of the school board, school administrators, teachers, pupil services professionals 
and other residents of the school district who are appointed to the committee by the school board. 
The code of classroom conduct may provide different standards of conduct for different schools and 
may provide additional placement options under s. 118.164 (3)[… ] 

REGULATIONS 
No relevant regulations found. 
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Other or Uncategorized 

LAWS 
No relevant laws found. 

REGULATIONS 

PI 23.01. Authority.  
This chapter is adopted under ss. 115.28 (9) and 227.11 (2) (a), Stats. 

PI 23.02. Applicability and purpose. 
(1) Section 20 USC 7912 requires that each state receiving funds under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 establish and implement a statewide policy requiring that pupils attending a 
persistently dangerous public school, or pupils who become victims of a violent criminal offense while in 
or on the grounds of a public school that they attend, be allowed to attend a safe public school operated 
by the local education agency, including a public charter school. 
(2) This chapter establishes procedures for all of the following: 
   (a) Identification of persistently dangerous schools. 
   (b) Identification of victims of a violent criminal offense. 
   (c) School board notification and pupil transfer requirements. 

PI 23.03. Definitions. 
In this chapter: 
   (1) "Department" means the Wisconsin department of public instruction. 
   (2) "ESEA" means the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. 
   (3) "School board" has the meaning given in s. 115.001 (7), Stats. 
   (4) "School district" has the meaning given in s. 115.01 (3), Stats. 
   (5) "School hours" means the hours of a normal school day established by a school board under s. 

120.12 (15), Stats. 
   (6) "Victim" means a person who is the subject of a violent criminal offense. 
   (7) "Violent criminal offense" means a crime specified in the appendix to this chapter. 
      Appendix. List of Violent Criminal Offenses Under the ESEA Intradistrict Safe School Transfer Options 
         Class B Felonies 
            - Attempted first-degree intentional homicide under ss. 939.32 and 940.01, Stats. 
            - Attempted second-degree intentional homicide under ss. 939.32 and 940.05, Stats. 
            - Attempted first-degree sexual assault under ss. 939.32 and 940.225 (1), Stats. 
            - First-degree sexual assault under s. 940.225 (1), Stats. 
            - First-degree sexual assault of a child under s. 948.02 (1), Stats. 
            - Repeated first- or second-degree sexual assault of a child, if at least three of the offenses are 

first-degree sexual assault of a child under s. 948.025 (1), Stats. 
         Class C Felonies 
            - Attempted second-degree sexual assault under ss. 939.32 and 940.225 (2), Stats. 
            - Mayhem under s. 940.21, Stats. 
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            - Second-degree sexual assault under s. 940.225 (2), Stats. 
            - Kidnapping under s. 940.31, Stats. 
            - Armed robbery under s. 943.32 (2), Stats. 
            - Second-degree sexual assault of a child under s. 948.02 (2), Stats. 
            - Repeated first- or second-degree sexual assault of a child, if fewer than three of the offenses are 

first-degree sexual assault of a child under s. 948.025 (1), Stats. 
         Class D Felonies 
            - Aggravated battery to an unborn child (causing great bodily harm to an unborn child by an act 

done with intent to cause great bodily harm) under s. 940.195 (5), Stats. 
            - First-degree reckless injury under s. 940.23 (1), Stats. 
         Class E Felonies 
            - Aggravated battery (causing great bodily harm to another by an act done with intent to cause 

great bodily harm) under s. 940.19 (5), Stats. 
            - Physical abuse of a child (intentionally causing great bodily harm) under s. 948.03 (2) (a), Stats. 
         Class F Felonies 
            - Second-degree reckless injury under s. 940.23 (2), Stats. 
            - Stalking (causing bodily harm, with a prior history of violence with the victim or using a 

dangerous weapon) under s. 940.32 (3), Stats. 
            - First-degree recklessly endangering safety under s. 941.30 (1), Stats. 
            - Causing great bodily harm by tampering with household products under s. 941.327 (2) (b) 3., 

Stats. 
            - Physical abuse of a child (causing bodily harm to a child by conduct creating a high probability of 

great bodily harm) under s. 948.03 (2) (c), Stats. 
         Class G Felonies 
            - Attempted third-degree sexual assault under ss. 939.32 and 940.225 (3), Stats. 
            - Third-degree sexual assault under s. 940.225 (3), Stats. 
            - Physical abuse of a child (recklessly causing great bodily harm) under s. 948.03 (3) (a), Stats. 
         Class H Felonies 
            - Physical abuse of a physically disabled person under s. 940.19 (6), Stats. 
            - False imprisonment under s. 940.30, Stats. 
            - Threats to injure or accuse of a crime (extortion) under s. 943.30, Stats. 
            - Physical abuse of a child (recklessly causing bodily harm to a child by conduct which creates a 

high probability of great bodily harm) under s. 948.03 (3) (c), Stats. 
            - Hazing (if the act results in great bodily harm) under s. 948.51 (3) (b), Stats. 
         Class I Felonies 
            - Injury by negligent handling of a dangerous weapon, explosives or fire under s. 940.24, Stats. 
            - Stalking (if the victim suffers fear of bodily injury or death, or defendant has certain prior 

convictions against same victim) under s. 940.32 (2) and (2e), Stats. 
            - Soliciting a child to participate in criminal gang activity under s. 941.38 (2), Stats. 
            - Harassment (if the person had a prior conviction for harassing the same victim that occurred 

within the last seven years) under s. 947.013 (1t), Stats. 
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PI 23.04. ESEA intradistrict safe school transfer options.  
The school board of a school shall allow a pupil to attend another appropriate grade level public school 
operated by the school district, including a public charter school, if either of the following applies to the 
pupil: 
   (1) The pupil attends a school identified as persistently dangerous by the department under s. PI 23.05 

(1). 
   (2) The pupil has been a victim of a violent criminal offense as specified under s. PI 23.06. 

PI 23.05. Persistently dangerous schools. 
(1) The department shall identify persistently dangerous schools using data collected through the school 
performance report under s. 115.38 (1) (b) 2., Stats., and upon review of information submitted under 
sub. (3). If the department determines the school is persistently dangerous, it shall notify the school board 
of the school in writing within 30 days of receiving the information under sub. (3). The department's 
decision under this section shall be final. 
[Note: The department's decision is final but does not preclude possible review under subch. III of ch. 
227, Stats.] 
(2) A school may be considered persistently dangerous if the school performance reports under s. 115.38 
(1) (b) 2., Stats., indicates that the school meets one of the following criteria: 
   (a) In each of the 3 school years that immediately precede the current school year, weapon-related 

suspensions at the school in a school year are greater than 5% of the number of pupils enrolled in the 
school. 

   (b) In each of the 3 school years that immediately precede the current school year, the greater of either 
of the following occurred: 

      1. The school board of the school expelled in a school year at least 1% of the pupils enrolled in the 
school for assault, endangering behavior or weapons-related offenses. 

      2. The school board of the school expelled in a school year 5 or more pupils enrolled in the school for 
assault, endangering behavior or weapons-related offenses. 

(3) The department shall notify in writing the school board of the school that meets the criteria under sub. 
(2) that the school may be considered persistently dangerous. The notice under this subsection shall be 
given within 30 days after receiving the data under s. 115.38 (1) (b) 2., Stats. A school board that 
receives a notice under this subsection shall submit all of the following information to the department 
within 30 days of receiving the notice: 
   (a) The school's safety plan. 
   (b) Local efforts to address the school's safety concerns. 
   (c) Current data the school may have available that is deemed relevant by the school board that is not 

reflected in the school performance report. 
   (d) Other information deemed relevant by the department, upon the department's request. 
(4) A school board that has received a notice under sub. (1) shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Within 10 working days of receiving the notice under sub. (1), notify in writing the parents or 

guardians of the pupils attending the school that it has been identified as persistently dangerous. The 
notice shall include an offer to pupils attending the school to transfer to another appropriate grade level 
public school operated by the school district, including a public charter school. 

   (b) Within 30 working days of receiving the notice under sub. (1), complete the transfer for those pupils 
who accept the offer under par. (a). 
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   (c) Within 30 working days of receiving the notice under sub. (1), submit a corrective action plan to the 
department. Corrective action activities may include, but are not limited to, any of the following: 

      1. Providing additional personnel to supervise children. 
      2. Providing conflict resolution instructional programs. 
      3. Collaborating with local law enforcement agencies. 
      4. Providing school discipline enforcement training for school staff. 
      5. Providing additional security measures. 
(5) If a school has been identified as persistently dangerous under sub. (1) in the previous school year, 
the department shall review the school's performance report data within 30 days after receiving the data 
under s. 115.38 (1) (b) 2., Stats., and shall request updated information under sub. (3) within 30 days of 
receiving this updated information. The department shall notify the school that it is no longer considered 
persistently dangerous if it meets both of the following criteria: 
   (a) The school no longer meets the criteria specified under sub. (2). 
   (b) The department has determined the school is no longer persistently dangerous based on a review of 

updated information submitted under sub. (3). 

PI 23.06. Victims of a violent criminal offense. 
(1) A pupil may transfer to another appropriate grade level public school operated by the school district if 
he or she has been a victim of a violent criminal offense under either of the following circumstances and 
reports the incident to the appropriate law enforcement agency and to the building principal: 
   (a) The pupil has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while on the school grounds of the school 

that the pupil attends during school hours or during a school-sponsored event at the school that the 
pupil attends that does not occur during school hours. 

   (b) The pupil has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while being transported to school for the 
purpose of attending curricular programs during school hours or from school to home immediately 
following school hours on a school bus owned, leased, or contracted by the school district or by a motor 
vehicle operated as an alternative method of transportation under s. 121.555, Stats. For a pupil who 
has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while being transported to or from a school by a common 
carrier in a school district providing transportation under s. 121.54 (1), Stats., transfer decisions under 
this section shall be made by the school board or the school board's designee on a case-by-case basis. 

[Note: The department also encourages school boards and the community to promote safe pedestrian 
pathways for pupils walking to school for the purpose of attending curricular programs during school 
hours or from school to home immediately following school hours.] 
(2) A school board or the school board's designee that has a pupil who meets the provisions under sub. 
(1) shall do all of the following: 
   (a) Within 10 working days of the incident being reported under sub. (1), do all of the following: 
      1. Determine, in consultation with law enforcement officers if necessary, if the incident is a violent 

criminal offense. 
      2. Notify in writing the parents or guardians of the pupil of the choice to transfer to another appropriate 

grade level public school operated by the school district, including a public charter school if the 
incident is determined to be a violent criminal offense. 

   (b) Within 30 working days of the pupil accepting the offer under par. (a) 2., complete the transfer. 
(3) A school board does not have to allow a pupil under sub. (1) to transfer to another school if the pupil 
was a victim of a violent criminal offense under any of the following circumstances: 
   (a) While away from the school he or she attends but during a school sponsored activity or field trip. 
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   (b) While traveling on the school bus to or from a school-sponsored activity or field trip. 
   (c) While on school grounds of the school he or she attends but not during school hours or during a 

school-sponsored event. 
Note: Federal law does not require a criminal conviction to qualify a pupil as a victim, 20 USC 7912. 
Accordingly, the determination by the school board or its designee about whether a violent criminal 
offense has been committed under the statutory definitions found within Wisconsin's criminal code is not 
an adjudication of the elements of a crime, as found under Wisconsin law, but rather a determination by 
the school board or its designee about the nature of the alleged conduct at issue. This determination by 
the school board or its designee will be based upon the reports it receives from law enforcement and 
other school authorities, including the building principal. 
Note: The transfer provision in this chapter only applies if the district has another appropriate grade level 
public school, including a public charter school. However, the U. S. Department of Education's Guidance 
encourages, but does not require, school districts to explore other appropriate options such as an 
agreement with a neighboring school district to accept transfer pupils if there is not another school in the 
school district for the transferring pupils. 
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State-Sponsored, Publicly Available Websites or Other Resources on 
School Discipline 
Safe, supportive learning environments use disciplinary policies and practices that help students stay out 
of the justice system, while ensuring academic engagement and success for all students. The following 
resources provided by Wisconsin provide additional context to state policy and regulations and, in some 
cases, may support the readers’ efforts to provide a positive disciplinary school climate. 
 

Title Description Website address (if applicable) 

Website 

Wisconsin 
Department of 
Public Instruction, 
Resources for Safe 
and Respectful 
Schools 

The Resources for Safe and Respectful 
Schools web-page offers a range of 
school safety, crisis planning, and bullying 
prevention resources, including the Safe 
Schools Webcast Series, which provides 
web-based presentations on best 
practices in school safety and youth 
violence prevention. 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_safe 
school 

Wisconsin 
Department of 
Public Instruction 
Student Services, 
Health, and Safety 
Resources 

The Student Services, Health, and Safety 
Resources web-page includes links to 
Answers to Frequently Asked Question 
Documents addressing Compulsory 
School Attendance and School Discipline. 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_tadocs 

Discipline, 
Suspensions, and 
Expulsions 

Provides consultation, technical 
assistance, and resources to support 
schools and reduce the need for reactive 
discipline that excludes students from 
school. 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_disciplin
eexpulsion  

Violence Prevention 
Program 
Assessment Tool 

This assessment tool is designed to assist 
elementary, middle, and high schools 
identify gaps and strengths in their 
violence prevention program. 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_vpasses
sment  

Positive Behavioral 
Intervention and 
Supports (PBIS) 

Provides resources to implement PBIS in 
the school system. 

http://rti.dpi.wi.gov/rti_pbis  

Special Education 
Subjects 
Reference--
Seclusion and 
Physical Restraint 

Provides information on appropriate 
seclusion and restraint procedures for 
students with special needs. 

http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_sbseclus
ion  

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_safeschool
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_safeschool
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_tadocs
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_disciplineexpulsion
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_disciplineexpulsion
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_vpassessment
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/sspw_vpassessment
http://rti.dpi.wi.gov/rti_pbis
http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_sbseclusion
http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_sbseclusion
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Title Description Website address (if applicable) 

Documents  

Wisconsin DPI 
Answers to 
Frequently Asked 
School Discipline 
Questions  

This document outlines rights and 
responsibilities related to school discipline 
in Wisconsin public schools. 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/files/sspw/pdf/
schldscplnqa.pdf 

Other Resources  

Wisconsin PBIS 
Network 

The Wisconsin PBIS Network is a 
collaborative project between the 
Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI) and the 12 CESAs to 
provide PBIS professional development 
and technical assistance regionally 
through Wisconsin. 

www.wisconsinpbisnetwork.org 

Wisconsin 
Response to 
Intervention (Rti) 
Center 

The Rti Center provides technical 
assistance and training to help Wisconsin 
schools implement and sustain Response 
to Intervention (RtI) systems to support 
the behavioral and academic needs of all 
students. 

www.wisconsinrticenter.org/ 
topnav/about-us.html 

Wisconsin Safe and 
Healthy Schools 
Center 

The Wisconsin Safe and Healthy Schools 
Center is a collaborative project between 
the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI) and the CESA State 
Network (CSN) developed to provide a 
one-stop shop for training, technical 
assistance and resources designed to 
assist Wisconsin schools in maintaining 
safe, disciplined and drug-free schools. 

www.wishschools.org  

 

http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/files/sspw/pdf/schldscplnqa.pdf
http://sspw.dpi.wi.gov/files/sspw/pdf/schldscplnqa.pdf
http://www.wisconsinpbisnetwork.org/
http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/topnav/about-us.html
http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/topnav/about-us.html
http://www.wishschools.org/
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